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Carleton University 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

 

Sociology/Anthropology 3027B 
Political Science 3802B 

 
Globalisation and Human Rights 

Winter 2013 
 
 
 
Instructor:  Augustine Park    Office hours:  Wednesdays (Winter Term)   
Office:   C766 Loeb      11:30am – 12:30pm 
Phone:  613 520 2600 ext. 2593    or by appointment 
Email:   augustine_sj_park@carleton.ca     
   
       
Course time:   Wednesdays 8:35am – 11:25am  
   9 January 2013 – 3 April 2013 
 
Course location: A720 Loeb 
 
 

 Knowledge of the content of this syllabus is your responsibility;  

 Audio-recording of lecture is not permitted without special permission; 

 It is your responsibility to check WebCT regularly;  

 All cell phones, smart phones, MP3 or other music players and similar devices must be 
switched OFF and placed out of sight for the duration of class;  

 Headphones/earphones should be removed for the duration of class unless you have 
prior permission to use them;  

 This syllabus is subject to minor modification throughout the term at the discretion of the 
instructor.  

 
 

Pre-Requisites:  Third year standing plus [SOCI 1001 and 1002] or [SOCI 1003]  
or  
Third year standing plus [ANTH 1001 and 1002] or [ANTH 1003]  

 
Precluded Courses:  None.  
 
 

Course Description and Objectives 
 
In the post-Cold War era, war has been characterised by human rights and humanitarian 
violations on a massive scale.  This course examines how armed conflict has been shaped by 
global forces, focusing specifically on how illicit and licit global economies fuel or flourish in 
situations of organised political violence.  Thus, despite the globalisation of the human right 
regime, globalisation also represents a central context for human rights catastrophes.  
Moreover, the course will examine how globalisation shapes the emergence of new political 
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identities that may give rise to conflict.  Yet, the globalisation of human rights discourse has also 
prompted the rise of a formidable apparatus of strategies to address the atrocities of political 
violence.  In particular, this course examines the reinvigoration of cosmopolitanism, various 
modes of transitional justice and statebuilding interventionism, while engaging the debate on 
universalism versus cultural relativism.   
 
 

Course Readings 
 
Required readings:  All of your required readings are located either in your course pack or 
posted on WebCT.  You will require both the course pack and WebCT to access all of your 
readings.  Your course reading kit is available for purchase at Octopus Books, which is located 
at 116 Third Avenue (just a few steps west of Bank Street in the Glebe).  Phone: 613 233 2589. 
Email: octopus@octopusbooks.ca.  
 
Recommended readings:  The only recommended reading for this course is in week one.  
Thereafter, you may see Augustine to discuss further readings on topics that interest you. 
 
Reference material:  Since both take-home analytic essay assignments must be submitted 
using APA referencing style, students should download this useful guide: 
http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/apa.php.   
 
 

Course Requirements and Methods of Evaluation 
 
Evaluation System 
 
In accordance with the Carleton University Undergraduate Calendar (p. 39), the letter grades 
assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents:  
 

Letter Grade Percent  

A + 90-100 WDN Withdrawn from course 

A 85-89 ABS Student absent from final exam 

A - 80-84 DEF Deferred  

B + 77-79 FND Failed, no Deferred (could not pass even with 100% on final 
exam) 

B 73-76 

B - 70-72 

C + 67-69 

C 63-66 

C - 60-62 

D + 57-59 

D  53-56 

D - 50-52 

F 0-49 

 
 

Note: Students should consult the Academic Regulations of the University (Part A: Registration, 
Evaluation and Record, section 2.3: Standing in Courses/Grading System) for a further details 
on grades or notations used by the University.   
http://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/acadregsuniv2/#2.3.  
 

mailto:octopus@octopusbooks.ca
http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/apa.php
http://calendar.carleton.ca/undergrad/regulations/academicregulationsoftheuniversity/acadregsuniv2/#2.3
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Course Grading Scheme 
 
Item for Evaluation    Value  Deadline 
 
Participation     15%  Continuous 
Presentation of Readings   20%  Various 
Mid-Term Analytic Essay Assignment 25%  27 February 
Final Analytic Essay Assignment  35%  10 April 
Self-Evaluation     5%  3 April, in class 
 
 

Assignments  
 

Participation 
 
What?  Participation, for this course, is comprised of (1) constructive, relevant, informed verbal 
contributions to discussions in small and large group settings, and (2) active and attentive 
listening.  Participation may involve various activities or conventional discussions.  Participation 
is about the quality of your contribution, not simply the quantity.   
 
Purpose:  Participation is core to learning for advanced students, both for one’s own learning 
and for teaching one’s peers.  
 
Evaluation: Participation is valued at 15% of your final mark.  Improvements or progress made 
over the course of the term will be taken into account.  There are no marks allocated for 
attendance; however, successful participation requires regular attendance.  Being prepared to 
discuss readings will be central to meaningful participation since small group activities will 
normally involve discussion or application of the readings.   
  
Note: If you are concerned about your participation mark, approach me early in the term to 
discuss ways in which we can make the class a more comfortable space for you to be actively 
involved.   
 
Under rare circumstances (such as documented severe, sustained illness) that chronically 
prevent course attendance, an alternative assignment may be negotiated to replace the 
participation requirement.  
 
Policy:  

- Submission:  In-class participation.   
- Return:  N/A.  
- Late Policy:  N/A.  
- Extensions:  N/A.  
- Submission Format:  Verbal participation and active listening in class.    
- Appeals:  Participation is not subject to appeal or petition. 

 
 

Presentation of Readings  
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What?  Each week, from weeks 3-12, students will lead discussion of the assigned readings in 
small groups.  The student presenters will provide a summary and critique of the readings and 
lead discussion based on prepared questions.   
 
Purpose:  Presenting the readings in small groups enables students to learn from and teach 
peers.  It also provides each student with an opportunity to practice public speaking skills in a 
small group setting, while developing a detailed knowledge of a selection of course texts.   
 
Instructions:  On weeks 1-2, each student is required to sign up for a presentation date.  
Students who do not sign up by the end of break on week 2 will be signed up to any unfilled 
spots at Augustine’s discretion.  In each of weeks 3-12, approximately six students will present 
the assigned readings and lead discussions in small groups of approximately 10 students.  Each 
presentation should be based on the readings assigned for the class in which the presentation 
is taking place (i.e., on week 3, student presenters will lead discussions on the readings for 
week 3).   
 
Each presentation involves three parts.  First, each presenter should succinctly summarise the 
key points and core themes of each reading assigned for the day.  Second, each presenter 
should provide his/her own critical evaluation of the readings (for example:  What were the 
strengths and weaknesses of the argument?  Were you convinced by the argument and why or 
why not?  What is your evaluation of the supporting evidence, as well as methodological and 
theoretical tools used by the author[s]? Did you learn something that surprised you?  How would 
you challenge the conclusions drawn by the author[s]?  Etc.).  The summary and critical 
evaluation of the readings should be presented in 10-15 minutes.  Third, each presenter should 
facilitate discussion using no less than 4 pre-prepared discussion questions based on the 
readings to stimulate and guide discussion.  Each group will have 15-20 minutes to discuss.  In 
total, student presentations (i.e., summary, critical evaluation, facilitating small group 
discussion) should take approximately 30 minutes.  
 
On the day of your presentation, by no later than 4pm, you are required to submit the script of 
your presentation and your prepared discussion questions to your TA (Amelia Curran) and to 
Augustine via WebCT email.  If you do not submit your script and questions by 4pm on the day 
of your presentation, your presentation submission will be considered late and will be penalised 
as such.   
 
Evaluation: The presentation of readings will be evaluated on the basis of three criteria: (1) the 
quality of the summary: accuracy in explaining concepts and sophistication in discussing 
themes and issues; (2) the quality of the critical evaluation: maturity of engagement with the 
issues in the text, logical support for criticisms etc.; and, (3) the quality of the prepared 
questions, i.e., were the questions designed to stimulate engagement with the texts and 
address significant aspects of the texts? 
 
The evaluation of your presentation will be based on your prepared written script and questions.  
You will not be evaluated on the basis of your verbal performance, although Augustine will 
circulate to each group during presentations to join in on your discussions.   
  
Policy:  

- Submission:  The presentation will be delivered verbally in class.  In addition, the 
presentation script and prepared questions should be submitted to your TA (Amelia 
Curran) and to Augustine via WebCT email by no later than 4pm on the day of your 
presentation.   
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- Return:  Your TA will provide you with a mark via WebCT within 3 weeks of your 
presentation.   

- Late Policy:  You are not permitted to deliver your verbal presentation late.  If you are 
unable to attend the class in which you are to present due to a documented medical 
or personal emergency, you may sign up for another presentation date.  If you miss 
your presentation without appropriate documentation, you will receive a zero on this 
assignment.  If you present as scheduled, but submit your electronic script and 
questions late, your late submission will be penalised at 5% per day, including each 
weekend day without appropriate documentation of medical or personal emergency.  
Any late presentations should be submitted to your TA and Augustine via WebCT; 
however, documentation for medical or personal emergency must be submitted to 
Augustine.  

- Extensions:  There are no extensions for the verbal or written components of this 
assignment. If, due to a documented medical or personal emergency, you are unable 
to present on your scheduled presentation date, you may sign up for another 
presentation date.  

- Submission Format:  Your presentation must be delivered verbally in class, and the 
script and prepared questions must be submitted to your TA and Augustine via 
WebCT.  The written component of your presentation must be type-written, double-
spaced and in Times New Roman 12 pt. font or a font of equivalent size.  All four 
margins should be a minimum of one inch in width.  There is no minimum or 
maximum page length as the level of detail is at the discretion of each presenter; 
however, an anticipated average length of the summary would be 2-3 pages, an 
anticipated average length of the critical evaluation would be 1-3 pages, and your 
questions are unlikely to take more than one page.  Your script may be in point form 
or in full sentences; however, it must be intelligible to your TA.   You may be asked to 
re-write your presentation in sentence form if point form notes are indecipherable to 
your TA.  

- Appeals:  Grade appeals and petitions on your presentation are welcome, but will 
only be considered if accompanied by a reasoned argument in writing, demonstrating 
thoughtful reflection on the merits overlooked in one’s work.  An appeal form will be 
provided when a student wishes to petition a mark.  A student wishing to appeal a 
mark must notify Augustine of this intention no later than one week after the mark for 
the assignment is returned.  The written appeal must be submitted to Augustine no 
later than one week after the student notifies Augustine of intent to appeal (i.e., no 
later than two weeks after the marked assignment is returned).  Any requests for re-
evaluation may result in an increased mark or the status quo.  I will not, however, 
lower your mark.   

 
 

Mid-Term Analytic Essay Assignment 
 
What?  The mid-term analytic essay assignment (or “mid-term assignment”) is a take-home 
assignment analysing and synthesising course material (lectures, readings and in-class media) 
covered beginning on 9 January up to and including 13 February (weeks 1-6 inclusive).   
 
Purpose:  The mid-term analytic essay assignment is an opportunity for students to review 
course themes and issues.  This assignment evaluates comprehension of course material 
(lectures, readings and in-class media), the ability to apply course concepts, as well as critical, 
sociological engagement with course themes.   
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Instructions:  The mid-term analytic essay assignment will be distributed in class on 13 February 
(week 6).  On that day in class, instructions will be provided on the assignment and Augustine 
will answer questions relating to the assignment.  The mid-term assignment should be 
submitted via WebCT to your TA and to Augustine no later than 27 February at midnight.   
 
Policy:  

- Submission:  The mid-term analytic essay assignment should be submitted online via 
WebCT to your TA and to Augustine by no later than midnight on 27 February.   

- Return:  Your marks will be returned to you in class as quickly as possible, but by no 
later than four weeks after the assignments are submitted. 

- Late Policy:  The late penalty for the mid-term assignment is 5% per day, including 
each weekend day without appropriate documentation of medical or personal 
emergency.  Any late assignments should be submitted via WebCT to your TA and 
to Augustine.  However, documentation should be submitted to Augustine.   

- Extensions:  Deadline extensions are granted only in cases of documented medical 
or personal emergency.  You should notify Augustine as soon as possible when 
requesting an extension.  Do so prior to the deadline whenever possible. 

- Submission Format:  Your mid-term assignment must be type-written, double-spaced 
and in Times New Roman 12 pt. font or a font of equivalent size.  All four margins 
should be a minimum of one inch in width.  Students are required to use APA 
referencing style.  (Download the guide listed on page 2 of this syllabus).  

- Appeals:  Grade appeals and petitions on your mid-term assignment are welcome, 
but will only be considered if accompanied by a reasoned argument in writing, 
demonstrating thoughtful reflection on the merits overlooked in one’s work.  An 
appeal form will be provided when a student wishes to petition a mark.  A student 
wishing to appeal a mark must notify Augustine of this intention no later than one 
week after the mark for the assignment is returned.  The written appeal must be 
submitted to Augustine no later than one week after the student notifies Augustine of 
intent to appeal (i.e., no later than two weeks after the mark for the assignment is 
returned).  Any requests for re-evaluation may result in an increased mark or the 
status quo.  I will not, however, lower your mark.   

 
 

Final Analytic Essay Assignment 
 
What?  The final analytic essay assignment (or “final assignment”) is a take-home assignment 
analysing and synthesising course material (lectures, readings and in-class media) covered 
beginning on 9 January up to and including 3 April (weeks 1-12 inclusive).   
 
Purpose:  The final analytic essay assignment is an opportunity for students to review course 
themes and issues.  It evaluates comprehension of course material (lectures, readings and in-
class media), the ability to apply course concepts, as well as critical, sociological engagement 
with course themes.   
 
Instructions:  The final analytic essay assignment will be distributed in class on the last day of 
class, which is 3 April.  On that day in class, instructions will be provided on the final assignment 
and Augustine will answer questions relating to the assignment.  You will submit your completed 
final assignment both in hardcopy to the assignment drop-box in the Department of Sociology 
and Anthropology at B750 Loeb by 4pm Wednesday 10 April, and online via WebCT by no later 
than 4pm on Wednesday 10 April.  The hardcopy and electronic copy must be identical.   
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Policy:  
- Submission:  The final analytic essay assignment should be submitted to the drop-

box in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at B750 Loeb by 4pm on 
Wednesday 10 April.  This assignment must also be submitted online via WebCT to 
your TA and to Augustine by no later than 4pm on Wednesday 10 April.  The 
hardcopy and electronic copy must be identical. 

- Return:  Marked final assignments will not be returned.  Students may choose to set 
up an appointment with Augustine to find out their mark on the final assignment.  
Marks will not be emailed to students.  

- Late Policy:  The late penalty for the final assignment is 5% per day, including each 
weekend day without appropriate documentation of medical or personal emergency.  
Any late assignments should be submitted both via WebCT email to your TA and to 
Augustine and to the dropbox in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at 
B750 Loeb.   

- Extensions:  Deadline extensions are granted only in cases of documented medical 
or personal emergency.  You should notify me as soon as possible when requesting 
an extension.  Do so prior to the deadline whenever possible. 

- Submission Format:  Your final assignment must be type-written, double-spaced and 
in Times New Roman 12 pt. font or a font of equivalent size.  All four margins should 
be a minimum of one inch in width.  Students are required to use APA referencing 
style.  (Download the guide listed on page 2 of this syllabus).  

- Appeals:  Marks on final assignments are not subject to appeal or petition to 
Augustine.   

 
 

Self-Evaluation 
 
What?  The self-evaluation is a very short form, which each student completes at the end of 
term to generate a score reflecting each student’s assessment of his/her own performance.  
 
Purpose:  The self-evaluation is designed for you to assess your own progress as an advanced 
student invested in your own learning.   
 
Instructions:  The evaluation will take place on the last day of class, 3 April, in class and will 
consist of a series of questions on a form on how you view your own performance in the course, 
particularly relating to improvements over the term and effort put into the course.  Augustine will 
step out of the room while you fill out your self-evaluations.  
 
Note: I will not lower a self-evaluation score, but in some cases may raise a score if I feel you 
have evaluated yourself too harshly.  Self-evaluation forms will remain in a sealed envelope until 
all other marks are generated for this course.  You may choose to opt out of self-evaluation; if 
you opt out, the missing 5% will be added to the value of your final assignment.   
 
Policy:  

- Submission:  You will submit your self-evaluation form to an envelope in-class on the 
day of the self-evaluation.  The envelope will be sealed and will not be opened until 
all of your marks have been generated.   

- Return:  N/A. 
- Late Policy:  You may not submit your self-evaluation form late.  If you miss the self-

evaluation in class, the 5% will automatically be moved to the value of your final 
exam.  
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- Extensions:  There are no extensions for your self-evaluation.  If you miss the self-
evaluation in class, the 5% will automatically be moved to the value of your final 
exam. 

- Submission Format:  A form will be provided.  
- Appeals:  N/A.  

 
 

Academic Regulations, Accommodations, Plagiarism, Etc. 
 
University rules regarding registration, withdrawal, appealing marks, and most anything else you might 
need to know can be found on the university’s website, here: 
http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/current/regulations/acadregsuniv.html.  
 
 

Requests for Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: 
 
The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and 
vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 
613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, 
contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and 
no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if 
applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for 
the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable). 
 
The deadlines for contacting the Paul Menton Centre regarding accommodation for final exams for the 
December 2012 exam period is 9 November 2012. The deadline for April 2013 examinations is 8 March 
2013.  There are no exams in this course; we are, nonetheless, required to provide this information to 
you.  
 
 
For Religious Obligations: 
 
Students requesting academic accommodation on the basis of religious obligation should make a formal, 
written request to their instructors for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. 
Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need 
for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory event. 
 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. 
 
Students or instructors who have questions or want to confirm accommodation eligibility of a religious 
event or practice may refer to the Equity Services website for a list of holy days and Carleton's Academic 
Accommodation policies, or may contact an Equity Services Advisor in the Equity Services Department 
for assistance. 

 
For Pregnancy: 
 
Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in 
Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. The student must then make an appointment to 

http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/current/regulations/acadregsuniv.html
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discuss her needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 

 

 


