
Carleton University            
Winter 2014 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3809 B 
The Politics of Food 

Thursdays 11:35pm to 2:25pm   
  please confirm location on Carleton Central 

  
Instructor: Peter Andrée 
Office: D684 
Office Hours:  Tuesdays 11:30 am - 1:30 pm or by appointment (please e-mail) 
Phone: (613) 520-2600 x 1953 
Email: Peter.Andree@carleton.ca  
 
Calendar Description:  
Drawing on theories of international relations, political economy, and public policy-making, this course examines 
the global, national and local politics of food production and distribution. Topics include food security, free trade 
versus fair trade, the environmental sustainability of food systems, food sovereignty and food aid.    
 
Background:  
Food. Central to our daily lives, to our cultures, and to our metabolic relationship with the earth. Yet, food is often 
seen as only of peripheral interest to the study of politics. This course seeks to challenge some of our assumptions 
about both politics and what we eat by placing food’s production, distribution, and consumption at the centre of 
our scrutiny. We will explore the role of the agricultural revolution in the origins of what today are called “civilized” 
societies, the historical relationship between meeting the food needs of populations and state-building, the links 
between empires, colonialism, and long-distance trade in food, and the relationship between the Cold War and 
agricultural subsidies. In all of these examples, we will examine how interrelated the production and consumption 
of food are with some of the most significant “Political” events of history. At the same time, this course also 
explores the small “p” politics of food – the political economy of food and agriculture. If the study of politics is 
ultimately about analyzing relations of power, the way our food systems work offer important insights into the 
power dynamics of the early 21st century, including relations between global North and South, among men and 
women, and between people and the natural world. It is through understanding food that we can grasp more 
clearly many of the global challenges of our time: including the financialization of the economy, the politics of 
climate change and migration, and tensions between democratization and the concentration of power.  We will 
also look at the origins and impacts of social movements for sustainable agriculture, animal rights, fair trade, food 
security and food sovereignty, as well as engaging in debate about the merits of these movements’ policy 
positions. At a practical level, this course is about developing a clear understanding of the role of public policy as it 
relates to health, agriculture, international trade, and the environment at multiple levels, from local governments 
to global governance. Finally, this course will help students build their skill sets in academic research, presenting 
policy briefs, academic debate, and group work.   
 
Typical structure for weekly classes (subject to change): 
Group 1 Seminar: 11:35-12:25 (last names starting with A to J) 
Lecture: 12:30-1:30 
Group 2 Seminar: 1:35-1:25 (last names starting with K to Z) 
 
Texts 
Clapp, Jennifer. 2012. Food. Polity Press (available at Haven Books) 
http://www.havenbooks.ca/carletonsite/carletonhome-e.php 
All other readings are found in journals available through the Carleton Library web page.  
  
Evaluation 

mailto:Peter.Andree@carleton.ca
http://www.havenbooks.ca/carletonsite/carletonhome-e.php


Attendance and participation:     10% 
Reading responses:       20% 
First Research Essay (Due February 13):    20% 
Second Research Essay (Due April 3):    30% 
Group Presentation and Report (due on day of presentation)  20% 
 
Participation: Half of your participation grade will be based on attendance in weekly class. More than one absence 
will only be excused if you can provide suitable documentation (e.g. a doctor’s note). The other half is based on the 
quality of your contributions to class discussions, and your ability to interact with your fellow classmates in a 
respectful manner.  
 
Reading Responses:  
By 11am on the day of each class for 8 of the 11 weeks for which there are readings assigned, each student should 
submit a short (100-150 word, excluding references) response to that week’s readings to the appropriate group on 
the course CULearn site. This short piece should present your own analysis and insights: a) in response to an issue 
raised by the author(s); b) by relating the readings to the topic you are researching for your essay; c) by picking a 
representative quote and critiquing it in reference to other readings for the week or previous week’s readings; 
and/or d) raising questions for further discussion. The primary purpose for reading responses is to kick-start 
discussions and to identify issues that need further elaboration. It should also demonstrate that you have a 
working knowledge of the central arguments of two or more of the readings for that week. Come prepared to read 
(or have your response read out) in class, and to contribute to discussions based on the readings. Failure to be 
present in class, at the appropriate time, to discuss your reading response results in a grade of 0 for that response. 
Reading responses are graded out of 2.5, with the grade depending on the quality and originality of the insights 
presented. Responses which do not demonstrate consideration of at least two readings will not receive a passing 
grade. Reading responses will not normally receive written feedback. Grades and occasional comments will be 
posted to CULearn. Frequent failure to submit responses can have repercussions beyond your reading response 
grade. It can also be expected to affect your participation grade. Reading responses will not be accepted after 
11am on the day of class unless supported by suitable documentation (e.g. a doctor or guidance counselor’s note). 
In those cases, a hard copy of the response, along with a photocopy of the documentation, should be submitted to 
the instructor.  
 
Research Essay Expectations:  
You are expected to write two research essays about an issue related to the politics of food, with the second 
building on the first. Your topic area must differ from the topic of your group presentation.  Your objective is to 
advance a specific argument that interprets important events or trends related to the politics of food, either recent 
or in the past.  Interpretation in a research essay means examining these events or trends in relation to a 
theoretical framework or one or more theoretical concept. Academic articles from our readings are a good place to 
identify these theoretical concepts or frames. You can also bring theoretical lenses to bear on the subject from 
your other political science courses.  

An argumentative essay should begin with a clear introduction that provides context for the essay, 
proposes a research question, states the thesis, and outlines the main parts of your argument. The first essay 
should end with a conclusion that should include the identification of areas for future research (in the form of two 
specific research questions). The second essay will provide background (in some cases summarizing content from 
your first essay) and then address one of these new research questions, taking into account the feedback you 
receive on your first essay.  

Citations must follow APA style. Essays will be graded based on a variety of factors, including strength of 
argument, depth of research, your ability to engage with theoretical frames/concepts, organization, writing style, 
grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The first essay should be 1500-2000 words in length (write word count under 
title), and refer to at least six academic sources (e.g. books, journal articles) or government documents. The second 
essay should be 2500-3000 words in length and refer to at least ten academic sources. (If you are unsure as to 
what qualifies as an academic source please consult an academic style guide). Given that in your second essay you 
are likely writing on the same topic as your first essay, there may be some overlap between these two papers (up 



to 750 words maximum). However, I expect to see improvement in depth of analysis, theoretical sophistication 
and overall knowledge of the issue. 
 
The essays are due at the start of lecture on the due date. Late papers (only) may be submitted to the Political 
Science department’s mail box in 640 Loeb and will be penalized one-third of a letter grade per day (e.g. a B paper 
handed in two days late would be reduced to a C+). Retain a copy of all written assignments.  
 
You are expected to submit your graded first essay along with the grading/feedback sheet (or a photocopy of it) 
along with this second essay. Failure to do so will result in the loss of 2/3 of a letter grade (e.g. B- to C).   
 
Alternative Applied Student Research assignment:  
Up to ten students are eligible to participate in an applied student research project with the Campus Food 
System’s Project (co-led by Meal Exchange and Sierra Youth Coalition) to do research on the Carleton food system. 
http://studentfood.ca/about-us/our-team/national-coordinators. Your research will contribute to the growing 
body of knowledge on the Carleton food system and how it can be improved to be more sustainable. An initial 
research proposal, in addition to draft and final reports, will substitute for the two essays of this course (for a 
combined total of 50% of the course grade). You must have a minimum GPA of 9.0 to participate. The work may 
also involve a few meetings outside of class time. Details on this research project will be shared in the first class of 
the semester.  

ASR grade scheme: (only for those students doing the applied student research project) 
Research Proposal (due February 6): 20% 
Draft Report (due March 20): 15% 
Final Report (due April 3): 15% 

 
Written Assignment Environmental Policy:  
In the interest of minimizing paper use, I encourage you to print your essays double-sided or on re-used paper (e.g. 
paper that has already been used on one side) and not to include a full cover page. Simply put the details (name, 
title, course #, word count, etc.) at the top of your first page of text. Essays should still be double-spaced in a size 
10 or 12 font to allow for written feedback. 
 
Group Presentation:  
In the seminar portion of the class, students will be giving presentations beginning in week 3 (in groups of 3, with 
others in your seminar).    
 
Presentations will take the form of a verbal “briefing” on a current (or recent) controversy in food politics. Your 
goal is to present the origins of the controversy (background), its political implications (key considerations), current 
status, the various options for action, and specific recommendations for policy-makers (please specify your 
audience). Groups are encouraged to use powerpoint or prezi (or similar) to organize the material. Some useful 
references:  
   

- How to Write a Briefing Note. Public Administration. University of Victoria.  
http://www.uvic.ca/hsd/publicadmin/assets/docs/aboutUs/linksofinterest/writingResources.pdf 

- Lewis, Alison. 2012. Use and Abuse of PowerPoint - the good, the bad, and the ugly 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsslhdkSRXM 

- The 10 best prezis of 2012. http://blog.prezi.com/latest/2012/12/28/the-10-best-prezis-of-2012.html 
 

You are encouraged to be creative in how you present. Presentations will normally take place during the first part 
of the seminar. Each group should ensure that they remain within their allotted total of 15 minutes. Presentations 
should draw on course readings (or related political theory) to explain the controversy. In the presentation you 
should state your key sources for important information, and submit a written summary of the presentation, 
including all references. Note that plagiarism is never acceptable in academic work, including presentations, so 
please ensure that all of the information you draw from elsewhere is sources, and that your group constructs its 
own analysis of the controversy.  

http://studentfood.ca/about-us/our-team/national-coordinators
http://www.uvic.ca/hsd/publicadmin/assets/docs/aboutUs/linksofinterest/writingResources.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsslhdkSRXM
http://blog.prezi.com/latest/2012/12/28/the-10-best-prezis-of-2012.html


 
As it is difficult to find a time for three students to meet in person on a regular basis, I encourage you to use the 
class time when you are NOT in your seminar to work on these presentations together. Half of your presentation 
grade will be a “group” grade based on my assessment of the presentation you give, taking into consideration the 
feedback you receive from the class. You will also be asked to provide feedback on your own performance and on 
that of your peers in your group process. My assessment of this feedback from you and your peers will determine 
the remainder of your individual grade.   
  
Some possible presentation topics (just to start you thinking…) 

- Food and politics in the Middle East 
- Changes to food safety regulation in Canada 
- The adoption of GM food crops in Kenya 
- Ontario’s Local Food Act 
- Food aid in the context of XXXX crisis 
- Comprehensive Agricultural and Trade Agreement (CETA) implications for Canadian or European 

agriculture 
- Food sovereignty policies in XXXX country 
- Food security in XXXX city 
- “Land Grabs” in Africa, Canada, etc.  
- Realizing the human “right to food” in XXXX country   
- Intellectual property rights over plant material 
- Biofuels policy in XXXX country    
- Measures to further/counter the financialization of food   

Schedule:  
Week 1) January 9  
Politics of Food: An Introduction  
 
Week 2) January 16 
Global Food Security: Making sense of the challenge, unpacking the issues  

- Clapp, Jennifer. 2012. Unpacking the World Food Economy. Food. 1-23 
- Collier, Paul. 2008. The Politics of Hunger. Foreign Affairs 87(6): 67-79 
- Massicotte, Marie-Josée. 2010. La Via Campesina, Brazilian Peasants, and the Agribusiness Model of 

Agriculture: Towards and Alternative Model of Agrarian Democratic Governance.  Studies in Political 
Economy 85: 69-98 
 

Week 3) January 23 
The political economy of the global food system: Regime Theory  

- Clapp, Jennifer. 2012. The Rise of a Global Industrial Food Market. p.24-56 
- Friedmann, Harriett and Philip McMichael. 1989. Agriculture and the State System: The rise and decline of 

national agricultures, 1870 to the present. Sociologia Ruralis 29(2): 93-117 
 
Week 4) January 30  
The Political Economy of the global food system: the case of seed 

- Clapp, Jennifer. 2012. Uneven Agricultural Trade Rules. Food. p.57-89  
- Mintz, S. 2008. ‘Time, Sugar and Sweetness’ in Food and Culture: a Reader. 91-103 
- Winson, Anthony. 2004. Bringing political economy into the debate on the obesity epidemic. Agriculture 

and Human Values 21(4): 299-312 
 



Week 5) February 6: Social Movement responses: Community Food Security, Food Justice and Food Sovereignty  
- Allen, Paula. 1999. Reweaving the food security safety net: Mediating entitlement and entrepreneurship. 

Agriculture and Human Values 16: 117–129, 1999. 
- Patel, Raj. 2009. What does food sovereignty look like? And Nyéléni Declaration on Food Sovereignty (27 

February 2007) Journal of Peasant Studies 36(3): 663-676 (only these pages) 
 
Week 6) February 13. Agriculture and Politics in Historical Perspective:  

- Thompson, E.P. 1971.  The Moral Economy of the English Crowd in the Eighteenth Century. Past and 
Present (1971) 50 (1): 76-136  

- Herbert, L. (Murray Bookchin). 1964. Ecology and Revolutionary Thought.  
http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/Anarchist_Archives/bookchin/ecologyandrev.html 

 
Week 7) February 27. Agriculture, Food and the Environment (1): The debate over ‘local food’. 

- Clapp, Jennifer. 2012. Transnational Corporations. Food. p.90-124 
- Shimizu, H. and P. Desrochers. 2008. Policy Primer "Yes We Have No Bananas: A Critique of the Food Mile 

Perspective." Mercatus Policy Series, Policy Primer No. 8, October. http://mercatus.org/publication/yes-
we-have-no-bananas-critique-food-miles-perspective 

- Martin, S. and P. Andrée. 2012.  The “buy local” challenge to institutional foodservice corporations in 
historical context. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems and Community Development. 2:3 (116-175) 

 
Week 8) March 6. Agriculture, Food and the Environment (2): The debate over ‘neoliberal’ food activism.  

- Weiss, Tony. 2010.  The Accelerating Biophysical Contradictions of Industrial Capitalist Agriculture 
Journal of Agrarian Change 10(3):315–341   

- Paarlberg, Robert. 2010. Attention Whole Food Shoppers. Foreign Policy. 179: 80-85 
- Guthman, Julie. 2008. Neoliberalism and the making of food politics in California. Geoforum, 39 (3): 1171-

1183. 
 
Week 9) March 13. The International Politics of Food: Trade Agreements and Private Governance Mechanisms – 
Sarah Martin (guest speaker) 

- Clapp, Jennifer. 2012. Financialization of Food. Food. p.125-157 
- Campbell, Hugh. 2005. “The Rise and Rise of EurepGAP European (Re)Invention of Colonial Food 

Relations?” International Journal of Sociology of Food and Agriculture 13 (2): 1–19.  
- Zerbe, N. 2014. Exploring the Limits of Fair Trade: The Local Food Movement in the Context of Late 

Capitalism. IN Andrée, P., J. Ayres, M. Bosia, M.J. Massicotte. (eds). Globalization and Food Sovereignty. 
Toronto: U of T Press (draft chapter available on course website) 

 
Week 10) March 20. The Role of Local Governments - Chantal Clement (guest speaker) 

- Pothukuchi, Kameshwari, and J. L. Kaufman. 1999. Placing the food system on the urban agenda: The role 
of municipal institutions in food system planning. Agriculture and Human Values 16: 213-234.  

- Friedmann, Harriet. 2011. Food Sovereignty in the Golden Horseshoe Region of Ontario. Food Sovereignty 
in Canada. Wittman, H., A. Demarais, and N. Wiebe. Fernwood: Halifax  (pp. 169-189) 
http://tfpc.to/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Friedmann-2011-Food-Sovereignty-in-
Ontario.pdf  

- ACT for CFS Policy Working Group. 2013. Challenges and Opportunities for Community Food Security: The 
Policy Landscape in Nova Scotia (summary). http://foodarc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2013/08/Summary_Challenges-and-Opportunities-for-CFS-August-2013-Rev.pdf 

http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/Anarchist_Archives/bookchin/ecologyandrev.html
http://mercatus.org/publication/yes-we-have-no-bananas-critique-food-miles-perspective
http://mercatus.org/publication/yes-we-have-no-bananas-critique-food-miles-perspective
http://mercatus.org/publication/yes-we-have-no-bananas-critique-food-miles-perspective
http://mercatus.org/publication/yes-we-have-no-bananas-critique-food-miles-perspective
http://tfpc.to/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Friedmann-2011-Food-Sovereignty-in-Ontario.pdf
http://tfpc.to/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Friedmann-2011-Food-Sovereignty-in-Ontario.pdf
http://foodarc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Summary_Challenges-and-Opportunities-for-CFS-August-2013-Rev.pdf
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Week 11) March 27. A National Food Policy for Canada? – Jean Charles Le Vallee (guest speaker) 

- MacRae, Rod. 2011. A Joined-Up Food Policy for Canada. Journal of Hunger and Environmental Nutrition. 
6: 424-457  

- De Schutter, Olivier. 2013.  'Mission to Canada', Report presented to the 22nd Session of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council. 
http://www.srfood.org/images/stories/pdf/officialreports/20121224_canadafinal_en.pdf 

- Review two national food policy/strategy papers prepared by:  
- Conference Board of Canada (http://www.conferenceboard.ca/cfic/research.aspx) 
- Food Secure Canada (http://foodsecurecanada.org/sites/foodsecurecanada.org/files/FSC-

resetting2012-8half11-lowres-EN.pdf) 
- Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (http://capi-icpa.ca/destinations/DestinationUpdate1.pdf) 
- Canadian Federation of Agriculture (http://www.cfa-fca.ca/sites/default/files/NFS.pdf) 

 
Week 12) April 3. The Politics of Meat  

- Clapp, Jennifer. 2012. Can the World Food Economy Be Transformed? Food. p.158-183 
- Regan, Tom. 1985. The Case for Animal Rights. In Peter Singer (ed), In Defense of Animals. New York: 

Basil Blackwell. pp. 13-26 
- Joel Salatin Processes Chickens. 2012. Mother Earth News Fair. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GYjRv8dlDg 
- Salatin, Joel. 2009. TedxMidAtlantic 11/05/09 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cph1Vv8Zzbg 

 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 

http://www.srfood.org/images/stories/pdf/officialreports/20121224_canadafinal_en.pdf
http://www.conferenceboard.ca/cfic/research.aspx
http://foodsecurecanada.org/sites/foodsecurecanada.org/files/FSC-resetting2012-8half11-lowres-EN.pdf
http://foodsecurecanada.org/sites/foodsecurecanada.org/files/FSC-resetting2012-8half11-lowres-EN.pdf
http://capi-icpa.ca/destinations/DestinationUpdate1.pdf
http://www.cfa-fca.ca/sites/default/files/NFS.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GYjRv8dlDg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cph1Vv8Zzbg
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


 

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 

 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 



Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 

Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 

 

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  

 

 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety

