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Office Hours: Tuesdays, 9-11am (or by appointment)  
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Course Description 
 
This course surveys the various ways in which Canadian citizens participate in the political process. It 
will examine contemporary theories and evidence in the study of citizens' political involvement 
through a variety of forms, and it will consider variations in political involvement between different 
groups (age, gender, birthplace). The questions addressed in the course include: What kinds of 
activities are “political”? Why has voter turnout declined in Canada?  Have Canadians, especially, 
newer generations, turned to “new” forms of political activity, like political consumerism and online 
activism? 

 
 

Course Objectives 
 
The course has four primary objectives: to critically assess how theories of political participation are 
applied to Canada; to understand the distinctive causes of different forms of political action; to 
understand the distinctive causes of political action for different groups of Canadians; to identify 
“gaps” in research on citizen participation in Canada. 

 
 

Format 
 
Weekly seminars will focus on topics and readings identified in the schedule. The weekly assigned 
readings should be completed in advance of the class, but you are expected to keep up with the 
weekly readings. Following the first seminar, the instructor will co-lead each seminar with 2-3 
designated students. The final seminar will be centred on a discussion of students’ take-home 
assignment responses. 
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Course Materials 
 
Required Texts 
 
Howe, Paul. 2010. Citizens Adrift: The Democratic Disengagement of Young Canadians. Vancouver: 
University of British Columbia Press. 
 
Staggenborg, Suzanne, & Howard Ramos. 2016. Social Movements (3rd Edition). Don Mills, Ontario: 
Oxford University Press. 

 
(Both texts are available at Haven Books, 43 Seneca Street, TEL: 613-730-9888, EMAIL: 
info@havenbooks.ca) 
 
All other material is available through ARES system on cuLearn. 
 
 
Evaluation 
 
Overview 

 
 

 
 

Term Work 
 
Seminar Leadership (15%): In the first seminar, students will select one of ten seminars in which 
they will they will take a role in leading the discussion about that seminar’s assigned readings. A 
maximum of three students will act as “leaders” in each of these seminars. The order of selection will 
be determined by random draw. 
 
On the day before the seminar, the “leaders” will each submit three questions to the instructor related 
to that seminar’s assigned readings. These can be questions the readings have provoked but not 
answered, questions about the methods employed in studies, questions about how that seminar’s 
readings relate to theories of political participation, or to themes emerging in the course. The 
expectation is that leaders will be prepared to give their own response to these questions, but also the 
rest of the participants in the class will also be able to respond. 

 
Participation (10%): Students are expected to attend class regularly and be prepared to participate 
in discussions of the assigned topics and readings. 
 
Literature Review (40%): Students will craft a literature review on a topic related to the study of 
political participation in Canada. The purpose of this review is not to merely summarize research on 
the topic. The literature review should be used to: 
 

 discover what has, or has not been investigated on that topic 
 

 learn how others have defined key concepts 
 

 learn how others have measured key concepts 
 

Assignment % Final Grade Due Date (if applicable) 
Class participation 10% Cumulative 
Seminar leadership 15% To be assigned 
Literature review 40% March 18 
Take-home assignment  35% April 8 
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 identify possible relationships between concepts 
 

 identify sources of data (evidence) that other researchers have used 
 

 identify research questions that have not yet been asked, or answered, as well as the 
(possible) reasons they have not yet been asked or answered 

 
The review should be 15-18 pages double-spaced in 12-pt font with 1 ¼ inch margins (not including 
references).  
 
The number of academic sources cited will vary considerably, depending on the topic. At a minimum, 
10 sources should be cited. Students should use the Chicago author-date citation style.  I will post a 
short style guide on cuLearn. 
 
We will discuss the literature review in detail the first seminar (January 8). 
 
Final take-home assignment (35%): The final assignment is an open-book, take-home assignment, 
due at the beginning of class on April 8. It will cover all assigned readings and seminars. Students will 
be provided with the assignment questions on April 1. The final seminar will be devoted to a 
discussion of responses to the assignment questions. 
 
 
 
Policies and Procedures 
 
Late Penalties: Assignments are due on the dates specified in the course outline. All assignments 
not submitted by the due date will be considered late. Late assignments will be subject to a 
penalty of 3% per day thereafter. Assignments that are more than two weeks past the due date will 
not be accepted. 
 
Extensions: No extensions on assignments will be granted after their due dates. Exceptions will be 
made only in those cases of special circumstances, (e.g. illness, bereavement) and where the student 
has verifiable documentation. 
  
Sharing Course Materials: Classroom teaching and learning activities, including lectures, 
discussions, presentations, etc., by both instructors and students, are copy protected and remain the 
intellectual property of their respective author(s). All course materials, including PowerPoint 
presentations, outlines, and other materials, are also protected by copyright and remain the 
intellectual property of their respective author(s). 
 
Students registered in the course may take notes and make copies of course materials for their own 
educational use only. Students are not permitted to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course 
materials publicly for commercial or non-commercial purposes without express written consent from 
the copyright holder(s). 
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Schedule 

 
Week Topic Readings 
January 8 Introduction Norris (2002), Rosenstone 

& Hansen (1993), Brady, 
Verba, & Schlozman 
(1995), Dalton (2008) 

January 15 Youth (dis)engagement Howe, Chapters 1 & 2  
January 22 Youth (dis)engagement Howe, Chapters 3, 4 & 5 
January 29 Youth (dis)engagement Howe, Chapters 6-9 
February 5 Political consumerism  Stolle, Hooge & Micheletti 

(2005), Newman & Bartels 
(2010), Bennett (2012) 

February 12 “Slacktivism”? Morozov (2009), Wolfsfeld 
et al. (2015), Theocharis 
(2015) 

February 19 READING WEEK (NO 
CLASS) 

 

February 26 Immigrant participation  Black (2011), Bilodeau 
(2008), Bilodeau (2015) 

March 4 Gender and political 
engagement 

Dobrowolsky (2008), 
Gidengil, Giles & Thomas 
(2008), Thomas & Young 
(2014) 

March 11 Social movements Social Movements, 
Chapters 1, 2 & 3 

March 18 Social movements Social Movements, 
Chapters 4, 5 & 6 

March 25 GOOD FRIDAY (NO 
CLASS) 

 

April 1 Social movements Social Movements, 
Chapters 7, 8 & 8 

April 8 Course wrap-up  
 
 

 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in 
mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this 
course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are 
already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class 
scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation 
from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC 
website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should 
apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the 
compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis 
between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
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that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact 
an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an 
appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic 
event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to 
the original source; 
 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole 
or in part, by someone else; 
 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 
 using another’s data or research findings; 
 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 
written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. 
They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, labs, 
case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They are 
intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of 
the author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor 
according to the instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the departmental 
office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. 
Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
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Grading:  Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the 
faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades 
used, with corresponding grade points is: 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course 
and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their 
Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at 
Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a 
sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit 
through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton 
University. To find out more, visit https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline.  
 
 


