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                         Political Science 4203/5203   
             SOUTHERN AFRICA AFTER APARTHEID 
 
 
Course Director:   Prof. Linda Freeman 
Office:                    C671 LA 
Phone:          520 2600 x 2781 
Email address:      linda_freeman@carleton.ca 
  
 
Course hours:       Tuesday:   11:30 am - 2:30 pm 
Office hours:         Tuesday:     2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 
          Thursday:   2:30 pm - 3:30 pm  
 
 
Course Description: 
 
The end of apartheid has been central to change in southern Africa in the contemporary period.  
The first half of the course is focused on South Africa -  beginning with the origins of the 
present in the nature of the apartheid state, the forces propelling its end, and the shaping of the 
transition into the post-apartheid period.  The course will then examine the principal issues 
facing the new South Africa, including the contested nature of the state, the project of black 
economic empowerment and the response to deepening social and economic inequalities. 
 
The second half of the course will examine the post-apartheid era in the region. Starting with an 
examination of resource rich states in Botswana and Angola, it will then explore the continuing 
crisis in Zimbabwe.  The course will conclude by examining the ambiguous relationship of South 
Africa to the region and the continent. 
 
Textbook to purchase from campus bookstore: 
Marais, Hein. South Africa - Pushed to the Limit - The Political Economy of Change. London: 
Zed Books, 2011 
 
Course Assessment will be based on:                 Due dates at a glance: 
One short critical paper 30%                        31 January to 21 February 2012 
Take home examination                 
or one longer paper  40%                       10 April 2012 
 
Class Participation               30%                                        
                      
Total             100%  
 
One short critical paper:  Each student will be required to write one short paper of seven to 
ten typed double spaced pages (using just one side of the page) CRITICALLY ASSESSING the 
issues raised in one of the seminars from weeks 2 to 5.  This paper is due the week after the 
seminar chosen as your subject and will not necessarily be the same topic as the seminar you 
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facilitate.  Essays should be submitted either in class or during office hours and will be returned 
within two weeks of receiving them. 
 
Note that this exercise is not intended as a review of the weekly articles or as a descriptive 
synthesis of them.  Instead, you are asked to develop an argument about the theme of the 
seminar which demonstrates mastery of the assigned material.  The articles will constitute your 
bibliography.  Criteria for assessment will include richness and imaginative treatment of 
substance, clear development of an argument, and precision of expression and style.   
 
Lateness in submission of assignments will be considered in arriving at a final grade but no 
fixed penalty will be assigned. 
 
The Take-Home Examination:  The take-home examination is an essay-type examination 
consisting of two questions with some choice between topics. The answers require 7-10 pages 
EACH for a total of 14-20 pages. The take-home will be handed out in class on 3 April 2012 
and will be due on 10 April 2012. 
 
A Longer Paper (as an alternative to the take home). This option consists of a 15 to 20 page 
research paper on a related topic chosen in consultation with the professor well in 
advance of the due date. It is due on 3 April 2012. 
 
Class Participation will be assessed 50% on general participation - attendance, preparation 
and quality of contributions to discussion - and 50% on performance in facilitating one of the 
seminars.  As this is an honours seminar, there will be no regular lectures from the instructor.  
The point of a seminar is to provide a forum for students to exchange their views.  In order to 
make the class a success, students are expected to have done the assigned readings prior to 
class and to come prepared to discuss them critically.   
 
Each student will also be responsible for facilitating at least one session. Note carefully the 
instructions regarding this part of the course.   
 
Responsibilities in Leading a Seminar:  Instead of opening a seminar with a prepared  
statement, select about three or four important questions coming out of the central themes of  
the readings for each half of the group discussion. That's a total of eight questions.  You must  
check these first with the instructor through a teleconference on Friday afternoon at 4:00 
pm.  A draft set of questions should be sent to the professor no later than 3:00 pm.  If 
there are two students leading the seminar, it is advised (on grounds of cost) that you arrange 
to have a teleconferencing facility well in advance  of the consultation with the professor.   
 
Revised questions are then distributed by email to the class well before the seminar and then 
as hard copy on the day of the seminar. The questions are meant to guide both reading and 
discussion.  Try to balance a very brief outline of your responses to these questions with your 
responsibilities as a group leader stimulating discussion. Your role is as a facilitator and not 
a presenter. 
 
Course requirements in terms of written work and class participation are the same for 
undergraduate and graduate students, though a higher standard will be used for assessing 
graduate students. Graduate students will be required to do the optional readings. 
The university requires that the following regulations are inserted in all course outlines: 
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Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 
 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or 
not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:  
1. reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

2. submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

3. using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

4. using another’s data or research findings; 
5. failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 

works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
6. handing in substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
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course.  
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also 
distributed via the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their 
Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange 
social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and 
the larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which 
will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please 
email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in 
Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
 
Academic Accommodations: 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations 
in this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 
are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an 
appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks 
before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring 
accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this 
course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by 7 March  2012 for winter 
term examinations). 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying 
academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or 
as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two 
weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and 
on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
        COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS 
 



 5 
PART I :    APARTHEID AND ITS AFTERMATH: THE POLITICS OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 
As preparation for this section of the course, please watch the film “Mandela: Son of Africa 
Father of a Nation”.  It will give you a flavour and an historical background for the formal 
academic course set out below.  It provides what has been called the “heroic meta-narrative” 
which sets the stage for the current period.  The movie can be found by googling the title and 
downloading.  
 
January 10               ORGANIZATION AND INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Week 1         THE HEYDAY OF THE APARTHEID STATE 
January 17 
 
Mulder, C.P. "The Rationale of Separate Development." South African Dialogue, ed. N.J. 
Rhoodie, Johannesburg: McGraw, 1972, 49-63. (on reserve under book title) This is an article 
providing the case for apartheid by one of the leaders of the ruling National Party. 
 
O'Meara, Dan. Forty Lost Years - The Apartheid State and the Politics of the National Party 
1948-1994. Randburg and Athens: Ravan and Ohio University Press, 1996, chapters 1 and 3, 
19-37, 60-82). (on reserve under book title) 
 
Marais, Hein. "The Making of a Polarised Society." South Africa - Pushed to the Limit - The 
Political Economy of Change. London: Zed Books, 2011, Chapter 1, 7-34, text 
 
Wolpe, Harold. "Capitalism and Cheap Labour-Power in South Africa." The Articulation of 
Modes of Production: Essays from Economy and Society, ed. Harold Wolpe, London: 
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1980, 289-319. (on reserve under book title) 
 
 
Week 2   APARTHEID IN CRISIS 
January 24 
 
Watch the movie: “Cry Freedom” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caAe_RlivqU&feature=related 
 
Marais, Hein. "Saving the System." South Africa: Pushed to the Limit, text, chapter 2, 39-66. 
 
O'Meara, Dan. Forty Lost Years. chapters 9, 170-189 and 17, 320-338 (on reserve under book 
title)  
 
O'Meara, Dan. "The Politics of the Apartheid State." unpub. paper, June 2000, 23 pp. a useful 
summary (copy to be circulated) 
 
Optional: 
Morris, Mike. "State, Capital and Growth: The Political Economy of the National Question."  
South Africa's Economic Crisis, ed. Stephen Gelb, Cape Town: David Philip, 1991, chapter 2, 
33-58.  (on reserve under book title) 
 



 6 
 
Week 3             BROKERING A TRANSITION 
January 31 
 
The movie “End Game” covers secret discussions which preceded the formal transition 
negotiations in South Africa.  It can be downloaded from: 
http://onebigtorrent.org/torrents/5314/Endgame-The-Fall-of-Apartheid-2009-05-04-Ch-4 
 
Murray, Martin. "The Brokered Eclipse of White Minority Rule." and "Postscript: Entering the 
Political Kingdom." The Revolution Deferred. London: Verso, 1994, 179-215.  (on reserve under 
book title) 
 
Gumede, William Mervin. "Was the ANC Trumped on the Economy?" Thabo Mbeki and the 
Battle for the Soul of the ANC. Cape Town: Zebra Press, 2005, chapter 4, 67-95. (copy) 
 
Marais, Hein. "Sticking to the Rules - The Evolution of Post-Apartheid Economic Policy." South 
Africa: Pushed to the Limit, chapter 4, 97-120.  text,  
 
Friedman, Steven. “Before and After: Reflections on Regime Change and its Aftermath.” 
Transformation, LXXV, 1 (November 2011), 4-12.  (Carleton library online) 
 
Optional:  
Marais, Hein. "Contours of the System." South Africa: Pushed to the Limit, 69-79, 84-93. text  
 
Klein, Naomi. "Democracy Born in Chains - South Africa's Constricted Freedom." The Shock 
Doctrine - the Rise of Disaster Capitalism. Toronto. Alfred A Knopf, 2007, 233-261. (on reserve 
under book title)  A very fluent readable account. 
 
 
Week 4    POLITICS IN POST-APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA 
February 7 
 
Marais, Hein. "Last Man Standing: The Mbeki-Zuma Battle." South Africa: Pushed to the Limit, 
chapter 12, 360-387. text   
 
Bond, Patrick. “South Africa Splinters: From ‘Elite Transition’ to ‘Small-a Alliances’.” Review of 
African Political Economy, XXXVIII, 127 (March 2011), 113-121.  (Carleton library online) 
 
Reddy, Thiven. “ANC Decline, Social Mobilization and Political Society: Understanding South 
Africa’s Evolving Political Culture.” Politikon, XXXVII, 2-3 (December 2010), 185-206.  (Carleton 
library online) 
 
Vincent, Louise. “Seducing the People: Populism and the Challenge to Democracy in South 
Africa.”  Journal of Contemporary African Studies, XXIX, 1 (January 2011), 1-14.  (Carleton 
library online) 
Optional:  
Southall, Roger. “Family and Favour at the Court of Jacob Zuma.” Review of African Political 
Economy, XXXVIII, 130 (December 2011), 617-626.  (Carleton library online) 
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Crawford-Browne, Terry. "The Arms Deal Scandal." Review of African Political Economy, 
XXXI,100 (June 2004), 329-342.  (Carleton library online) 
 
 
Week 5                BLACK ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT, THE DEVELOPMENTAL   
February 14                  STATE AND THE ECONOMY IN SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Marais, Hein. "All Dressed Up: The Economy in the Twenty-First Century." South Africa: Pushed 
to the Limit, chapter 5, 123-153.  The rest of the chapter is optional. text  
 
Marais, Hein. "A South African Developmental State." South Africa: Pushed to the Limit, chapter 
11, 338-359. text  
 
Tregenna, Fiona. “A New Growth Path for South Africa?” Review of African Political Economy, 
XXXVIII, 130 (December 2011), 627-635.  (Carleton library online) 
 
Von Holdt, Karl. "Nationalism, Bureaucracy and the Developmental State: The South African 
Case." South African Review of Sociology, XLI, 4 (April 2010), 4-27. (Carleton library online)  
           
Southall, Roger and Tangri, Roger. "The Politics of Black Economic Empowerment in South 
Africa." Journal of Southern African Studies, XXIV, 3 (September 2008), 699-716. (Carleton 
library online) 
 
Optional: 
Ponte, Stefano and Van Sittert, Lance. "The Chimera of Redistribution in Post-Apartheid South 
Africa: 'Black Economic Empowerment' (BEE) in Industrial Fisheries." African Affairs, CVI, 424 
(July 2007), 437-462. (Carleton library online) 
 
 
February 21      READING WEEK 
 
 
Week 6                    KEY ISSUES IN POST-APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA 
February 28 
 
Bond, Patrick. “South Africa’s Bubble Meets Boiling Urban Social Protest.” Monthly Review, 
LXII, 2 (June 2010), 17-27.  (Carleton library online) 
 
Pons-Vignon, Nicolas and Anseeuw, Ward. "Great Expectations: Working Conditions in South 
Africa Since the End of Apartheid." Journal of Southern African Studies, XXXV, 4 (November 
2009), 883-899. (Carleton library online) 
 
Everatt, David. “Xenophobia, State and Society in South Africa, 2008-2010.” Politikon, XXXVIII, 
1 (March 2011), 7-28.  (Carleton library online) 
 
Dugard, Jackie. “Can Human Rights Transcend the Commercialization of Water in South 
Africa? Soweto’s Legal Fight for an Equitable Water Policy.” Review of Radical Political  
Economics, XLII, 2 (April 2010), 175-194.  (Carleton library online) 
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Ndlovu-Gatsheni, Sabelo J. “The World Cup, Vuvuzelas, Flag-Waving Patriots and the Burden 
of Building South Africa.” Third World Quarterly, XXXII, 2 (March 2011), 279-293.  (Carleton 
library online) 
 
 
 
                   PART II    THE POLITICS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AFTER APARTHEID 
 
 
Week 7                 BOTSWANA, DEMOCRACY & RESOURCE DEPENDENCY 
March 6 
 
Molutsi, Patrick. "Botswana: The Path to Democracy and Development." Democratic Reform in 
Africa, ed. Emmanuel Gyimah-Boadi, Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2004, Ch. 7, pp. 159-181. (on 
reserve under book title) 
 
Good, Kenneth and Taylor, Ian. "Botswana: A Minimalist Democracy."  Democratization, XV, 4 
(August 2008), 750-765. (Carleton library online)  
 
Good, Kenneth. "Autocracy, Insecurity and Pre-Modernity in Botswana." Commonwealth and 
Comparative Politics, LXVIII, 3 (July 2010), 348-372. (Carleton library online) 
 
Hillbom, Ellen. "Diamonds or Development? A Structural Assessment of Botswana's Forty 
Years of Success." Journal of Modern African Studies, XLVI, 2 (June 2008), 191-214. (Carleton 
library online) 
 
Optional: 
Good, Kenneth. "Resource Dependency and its Consequences: The Costs of Botswana's 
Shining Gems." Journal of Contemporary African Studies, XXIII, 1 (January 2005), 27-50. 
(Carleton library online) 
 
Botlhomilwe, Mokganedi Zara; Sebudubudu, David and Maripe, Bugalo. “Limited Freedom and  
Intolerance in Botswana.” Journal of Contemporary African Studies, XXIX, 3 (July 2011), 331-
348.  (Carleton library online)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 8                        ANGOLA, OIL AND THE "RESOURCE CURSE" 
March 13 
 
Shaxson, Nicholas. "Oil, Corruption and the Resource Curse."International Affairs, LXXX, 6 
(2007), 1123-1140. (Carleton library online)  
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Sogge, David. "Angola: Reinventing Pasts and Futures." Review of African Political Economy, 
XXXVIII (March 2011), 85-92. (Carleton library online) a useful overview 
 
De Oliveira, Ricardo Soares. “Illiberal Peacebuilding in Angola.” Journal of Modern African 
Studies, XLIX, 2 (June 2011), 287-314. (Carleton library online)  
 
De Oliveira, Ricardo Soares. "Business Success, Angola Style: Post-colonial Politics and the 
Rise and Rise of Sonangol." Journal of Modern African Studies, XLV, 4 (December 2007), 595-
617. (Carleton library online) 
 
Optional: 
 
Sogge, David.  "Angola - 'Failed' but 'Successful." FRIDE Working Paper 81, April 2009, 1-25. 
http://www.fride.org/publication/599/angola or Google the title. 
 
 
Week 9             ZIMBABWE  - THE POLITICS OF MELTDOWN 
March 20 
 
The movie, “Mugabe and the White African” provides an insight into current struggles in 
Zimbabwe and can be found on YouTube. 
 
Raftopolous, Brian and Phimister Ian. "Zimbabwe Now: The Political Economy of Crisis and 
Coercion." Historical Materialism, XII, 4 (2004), 355-379.  (Carleton library online)  
 
Freeman, Linda. "The Battle over Meaning in the Zimbabwe Crisis." eds. Marlea Clarke and 
Carolyn Bassett, 'After National Liberation': Southern African Struggles Today, (forthcoming, 
2012), December 2011, 16pp. (copy) 
 
Saunders, Richard.  "Zimbabwe: Liberation Nationalism - Old and Born-again." Review of 
African Political Economy, XXXVIII, 127 (March 2011), 123-134.  (Carleton library online)  
 
Ranger, Terence. "Nationalist Historiography, Patriotic History and the History of the Nation: the 
Struggle over the Past in Zimbabwe." Journal of Southern African Studies, XXX, 2 (June 2004), 
215-234.  (Carleton library online) 
 
Optional: 
 
Saunders, Richard. "Geologies of Power: Blood Diamonds, Security Politics and Zimbabwe’s 
Troubled Transition." eds, Clarke & Bassett, 'After National Liberation', June 2010, 16 pp. (copy) 
 
 
 
Week 10   ZIMBABWE - THE ECONOMY IN MELTDOWN  
March 27 
 
Bond, Patrick. "Zimbabwe's Economic Crisis: Outwards vs. Inwards Development Strategy for 
Post-Nationalist Zimbabwe." Labour, Capital and Society, XXXIII, 2 (November 2000), 162-191. 
(Carleton library online) a difficult but comprehensive background study 
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Carmody, Pádraig and Taylor, Scott. "Industry and the Urban Sector in Zimbabwe's Political 
Economy." African Studies Quarterly, VII, 2 & 3, (2003), 13pp.  
http://www.africa.ufl.edu/asq/v7/v7i2.htm 
 
Sachikonye, Lloyd M.  "From 'Growth with Equity' to 'Fast Track' Reform: Zimbabwe's Land 
Question." Review of African Political Economy, XXX, 96 (June 2003), 227-240. (Carleton 
library online) 
 
Chavunduka, Charles and Bromley, Daniel W. "Beyond the Crisis in Zimbabwe: Sorting out the 
Land Question." Development Southern Africa, XXVII, 3 (September 2010), 363-379. (Carleton 
library online)  
 
Optional: 
 
Moyo, Sam. “Land Concentration and Accumulation After Redistributive Reform in Post -Settler 
Zimbabwe.” Review of African Political Economy, XXXVIII, 128 (June 2011), 257-276.   
(Carleton library online)  
 
 
Week 11     SOUTHERN AFRICA AFTER APARTHEID 
April 3     
 
Melber, Henning. “Liberation Movements as Governments in Southern Africa - On the Limits to 
Emancipation in Southern Africa.” Strategic Review for Southern Africa, XXXIII, 1 (May 2011), 
20pp. http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_hb1402/is_1_33/ai_n57841530/ 
 
Taylor, Ian. “South African ‘Imperialism’ in a Region lacking Regionalism: A Critique.” Third 
World Quarterly, XXXII, 7 (August 2011), 1233-1253.  (Carleton library online)  
 
Alden, Chris and Le Pere, Garth. "South Africa in Africa: Bound to Lead?" Politikon, XXXVI, 1 
(November 2009), 145-169. (Carleton library online)  
 
Andreasson, Stefan. “Africa’s Prospects and South Africa’s Leadership Potential in the 
Emerging Markets Century.” Third World Quarterly, XXXII, 6 (July 2011), 1165-1181.  (Carleton 
library online)  
   
 
 
    ************************************** 


