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Carleton University                             Winter 2011 
Department of Political Science 
 
 

PSCI 4606A 
US Foreign Policy 

Friday 11:35 a.m. – 14:25 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor:  Tyler Attwood 
Office:   B646 Loeb Building 
Office Hours:  Fridays 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.   
Phone:  (613) 520-2600 ext. 1598 (no voicemail) 
Email:  tattwood@connect.carleton.ca  
 

 

Course description 

 
This seminar course offers students a broad overview of the key theoretical perspectives, historical 
trajectories, and current debates in U.S. foreign policy. The course is structured around the consideration 
of six themes: major theoretical approaches to understanding, explaining and acting within U.S. foreign 
policy; the historical context from the founding of the country through the Cold War to the post-9/11 
world; the constraints and influences of domestic institutions; the Middle East (with special regard to 
Israel) and Asia (with special regard to China); the special challenges posed by global trade and „terrorism‟; 
and considerations on future directions in U.S. grand strategy in light of the (decade-old) „war on terror‟. 
We will also have ample scope for discussion of relevant current events. Students will come away from the 
course with a foundation of theoretical and historical knowledge of U.S. foreign policy, as well as how (and 
for what purposes) both theory and history affect current policy.  
 
It should be noted that while the course primarily takes a political view on foreign policy, we will also have 
occasion to discuss U.S. foreign policy from a „political economy‟ perspective. In particular, we will also 
consider U.S. foreign policy as a reflection of a broader process of power struggle over class and other 
interests. The implication of this view is that foreign policy, as such, is not as discreet and separable a field 
of study as it has traditionally been conceived in „International Relations‟. Instead, foreign policy should be 
viewed as one facet of „global political economy‟.  
 

Course Texts 

 Michael Cox and Doug Stokes (eds.), US Foreign Policy, Oxford University Press, 2008, ISBN 
9780199226429 (available at Haven Bookstore (Seneca and Sunnyside)) 

 Additional readings are available in PDF format on Web CT or online via the library  

 

Evaluation 
 

1. Participation 20% 
2. Presentation 15% 
3. Book Review 25% 
4. Take Home Final Exam 40% 

mailto:tattwood@connect.carleton.ca
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1. Participation (20%): This is a seminar course, therefore you are required to do all assigned 
readings before class and come prepared to actively participate. Participation is not necessarily talking a 
lot. Quality of comments, engagement with others, evidence of attentiveness and so forth are the 
indicators I use to assess this mark. High quality seminar participation is not simply forcing yourself to 
make ad hoc comments on something someone else has said. While this is definitely encouraged, I 
would like you to go beyond passive participation. More active forms of participation include bringing 
in news articles for group discussion (ideally, you should post a link to the article on Web CT before 
class), posing questions to the class on current events, proposing arguments that link the readings to 
the „real world‟, starting or joining discussions on Web CT, etc. For your consideration, I have placed a 
guide at the end of this outline that gives a sense of what is expected. Certainly attendance is required, 
but it is not formally marked. I put more emphasis on active participation than on attendance. Thus, 
you can expect to score no more than a C mark (i.e. 12-13 out of 20) if you rarely participate though 
you attend regularly.  
 
 
2. Team Presentation (15%): Everyone is required to sign up for one class presentation from 
January 28th through April 1st. You will work in teams of (ideally) 3 and I encourage you to start 
planning early. Your presentations will occur at the beginning of each class meeting and will involve a 
concise summary and analytical discussion of several questions or themes you feel are central to that 
week‟s assigned readings (textbook chapters and additional readings). For your presentation, your team 
should create a short (1 page) document that summarizes your main points and offers several 
discussion questions for the class to consider. You may produce this in hard copy form to hand out or 
you can put it on the projector screen as a Word document or Power Point slide.  
 
Please remember that your goal is not simply to summarize every point made in the texts. The 
presentations are not excuses for everyone else to skip the readings! All students are expected to come 
to class having done the assigned readings. Your goal as presenters is to engage with and discuss the 
readings, not just summarize them. A part of this is situating the arguments within different contexts, 
presenting different ways of thinking about or seeing the ideas. Bring in the policy implications of the 
ideas, and focus on contentious points in order to draw in class participation. You don‟t have to limit 
yourself to negative criticism. If there is something you really like in the ideas, you may want to present 
a justification or defence of it. It is up to you as a team to work out the division of labour in the 
project.  
 
The presentations are expected to be around 30 minutes long. You will be marked on the 
comprehensiveness, clarity and accuracy of the presentation, as well as adhering to time limits and 
engaging the audience in discussion. Generally speaking, each member of the team will receive the 
same mark, however I reserve the right to assign specific marks in exceptional circumstances (e.g., 
when it is clear that one member has done very little preparation, etc.). Remember: this is more of a 
discussion panel rather than a summarization exercise!  
 
 
3. Book Review (25%): You are required to write a summary/review and critical analysis of a book 
on some aspect of US foreign policy. The book should be reasonably recent (within the past 5 years or 
so, with 2 exceptions; see the list of suggested books) and the book does not have to be an academic 
monograph. Ideally it should be a more popular, policy-world-oriented book, yet credible and serious. 
While you are free to choose a book on your own, you must clear your choice of book with me before 
writing the review. I highly recommend that your book be on a broader, rather than narrower, aspect 
of US foreign policy. In other words, aim for those books on “grand strategy” or “the big picture”. 
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Your review should be around 2000 words, and you have two goals for the assignment: a concise 
summary of the main ideas, and a critical analytical evaluation of its arguments (strengths/ weaknesses, 
contextualize within other arguments on the same issue(s), etc.). The best reviews will also situate the 
arguments within the course readings and themes. For more information, please refer to the 
assignment instruction sheet (available on Web CT in the first several weeks of the term). The review 
is due on Friday March 25th via the relevant Web CT assignments link.  

 
4. Take-Home Final Exam (40%):  The exam questions will be posted on Web CT on Friday, 
April 1st and you will submit your answers via the Assignment tab on Web CT no later than 5:00 p.m. 
on Monday, April 11th. The exam will be comprehensive, covering all course material. The exam will 
consist of broad-ranging essay questions designed to produce answers that synthesize key themes from 
the course, rather than micro-topics or terms and the like. Further details on the exam will be provided 
in class toward the end of the term.   

 
(Per early feedback guidelines, one-half of your participation mark (10%) will be available to you by 
February 25th. If you have done a presentation by then, you will also have that mark (15%).)  

 
Details regarding Term Work and Final Exam 

 

Assignments submitted late will be penalized 5% of the value of the assignment per day late, to a 
maximum of 10 days (50%), after which the assignment will receive a grade of zero. Weekends are 
included in the calculation of late penalties.  
 
Please note that ALL required assignment components for the course must be submitted or you will 
receive a grade of INC (incomplete) for the course. This includes items that are beyond 10 days late (which 
receive a grade of zero, but still must be submitted to avoid an INC). 
 
Extensions will not be granted except on medical grounds for which you must provide appropriate 
documentation. See “Academic Accommodations” below for additional exceptions.   
 
You should make a habit of frequently visiting the Web CT site for the course. The syllabus, web links, 
readings, assignment instructions and other documents are posted there. There is also a discussion forum 
for the assignments and general course issues and topics. You should monitor the Announcements tab for 
any last-minute changes or updates, such as class or office hour cancellations or room changes. Please note 
that the email function on Web CT will not be used for this course.  
 
For this course all assignments will be submitted electronically as an attachment via Web CT 
(under the Assignments tab). You should familiarize yourself with this system if you are not already 
comfortable using it. I have created a sample Demo assignment for you to try out. If you wish, you can 
practice using this system by submitting a test document as an attachment. Please use Microsoft Word or 
PDF format for your documents. Hard copies are not necessary and will not be generated by me. You will 
see feedback in the assignment box along with your mark. 
 
You are responsible for using an accepted formatting and bibliographic citation style (e.g., APA, MLA). 
You are also responsible for carefully proofreading your work before submitting it. Poor grammar and 
spelling will reflect negatively on your mark. See the following for helpful links: 
http://www.library.carleton.ca/subjects/polisci/writing.html. 

 

 

http://www.library.carleton.ca/subjects/polisci/writing.html
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Course Topics and Reading Schedule  

 

Jan 7: Introduction, read through syllabus, discuss expectations, sign up for presentations 

 

Jan 14: Cox & Stokes [hereafter: C&S], Chaps. 1 & 2 

Stoler, Laura Ann. “On Degrees of Imperial Sovereignty.” Public Culture 18, no. 1 (2006): 125-
146. 

 

Jan 21: C&S, Chaps. 3 & 4 

Bright, Charles, and Michael Geyer. "Where in the World is America? The History of the United 
States in the Global Age." In Rethinking American History in a Global Age, edited by Thomas 
Bender, 63-99. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2002. 

 

Jan 28: C&S, Chaps. 5 & 20  

Miller, Steven E. "The Iraq Experiment and US National Security." Survival 48, no. 4 (Winter 
2006-2007): 17-50. 

Zakaria, Fareed. "The Future of American Power." Foreign Affairs, May/June 2008: 18-43. 
 

Feb 4: C&S, Chaps. 6 & 7 

Betts, Richard K. “The political support system for American primacy.” International Affairs 81, 
no. 1 (2005): 1-14. 

Altman, Roger C. & Richard N. Haass. “American Profligacy and American Power.” Foreign 
Affairs, November/December 2010: 25-34. 
 

Feb 11: C&S, Chaps. 9 & 10 

Pollard, Tom. “The Hollywood War Machine.” In Masters of War: Militarism and Blowback in the 
Era of American Empire, edited by Carl Boggs, 311-341. New York, NY: Routledge, 2003. 

 

Feb 18: C&S, Chap. 11 

Mearshimer, John J. and Stephen M. Walt. “The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy.” Middle 
East Policy XIII, no. 3 (Fall 2006): 29-87.  

Chomsky, Noam. “The Israel Lobby?”, ZNET, last modified March 28, 2006, 
http://www.zcommunications.org/the-israel-lobby-by-noam-chomsky. 

 
Feb 25: Winter Break, no class 
 

Mar 4: C&S, Chap. 14 

Friedberg, Aaron L. “The Future of U.S.-China Relations: Is Conflict Inevitable?” International 
Security 30, No. 2 (Fall 2005): 7–45. 

Ikenberry, G. John. “The Rise of China and the Future of the West: Can the Liberal System 
Survive?” Foreign Affairs, January/February 2008: 23-37 . 

 

 

http://www.zcommunications.org/the-israel-lobby-by-noam-chomsky
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Mar 11: C&S, Chap. 17 

Ferguson, Niall. “Complexity & Collapse: Empires on the Edge of Chaos.” Foreign Affairs, 
March/April 2010: 18-32.  

 

Mar 18: C&S, Chap. 18 

Beylerian , Onnig. “In search of a policy towards Islamism : The United States at war against 
global terror.” In Hegemony or empire? : the redefinition of US power under George W. Bush, edited by 
Charles-Philippe David and David Grondin, 117-134. Aldershot, UK: Ashgate Publishing, 2006.  

Walt, Stephen. “Beyond Bin Laden: Reshaping U.S. Foreign Policy.” International Security 26, no. 3 
(Winter 2001-2002): 56-78. 

 

Mar 25: C&S, Chap. 21 

Krauthammer, Charles. “The Unipolar Moment Revisited.” The National Interest 70 (Winter 2002-
2003): 5-17.  

Pfaff, William. “Manufacturing Insecurity.” Foreign Affairs, November/December 2010, 133-140.  
 

Apr 1: C&S, Chaps. 22 

Nye, Jr., Joseph S. “The Future of American Power.” Foreign Affairs, November/December 2010: 
2-12.  

Pedersen, Vibeke Schou. “In Search of Monsters to Destroy? The Liberal American Security 
Paradox and a Republican Way Out.” International Relations 17, no. 2 (2003): 213-232.  

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) 
for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 
centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. 
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your 
needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this 
course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by November 15 2010 for December 
examinations and March 11 2011 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
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discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one‟s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else‟s published or unpublished material, regardless of 
the source, and presenting these as one‟s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in 
part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another‟s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another‟s works and/or 
failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 
written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course‟s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a 
mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that 
day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that 
assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of 
evaluation and will not be returned. 
 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter grade 
or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 

 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
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Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No 
Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the 
course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the 
Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work 
and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the 
Connect email system. It is the student‟s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission 
to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, 
and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours academic life at 
Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through 
numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To 
find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our 
office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline. 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com
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PARTICIPATION GRADE GUIDE 
 
 
 

Grade Attendance Discussion Reading 

 
18-20 

 
Always 

 
Excellent:  leads discussions;  

offers analysis and 
comments;  always has ideas 
on theme of reading;  takes 
care not to dominate;  asks 

questions 
 

 
Clearly has done and prepared 

questions on nearly all readings;  
intelligently uses this 

understanding and these 
questions in discussion 

 
13-17 

 
Almost always 

 
Very Good:  thoughtful 

comments and questions for 
the most part;  willing, able 
and frequent contributor 

 

 
Has done most readings;  

provides competent analysis of 
reading when prompted by 

others 

 
8-12 

 
Frequent 

 
Good:  has basic grasp of key 

concepts and occasional 
ideas on the main theme of 
the reading; arguments are 

sporadic and at times 
incomplete or poorly 

supported;  unwilling to ask 
questions 

 

 
Displays familiarity with most 

readings, but tends not to 
analyze them or to relate them 

to the course material 

 
4-7 

 
Occasional 

 
Somewhat Poor:  remarks in 

class marred by poor 
understandings of key 

concepts;  seldom 
contributes effectively to 
discussion of the main 

theme;  often digresses in 
unhelpful ways;  sporadic 

 

 
Actual knowledge of material is 

outweighed by improvised 
comments and remarks 

 
0-3 

 
Rare 

 
Poor:  rarely speaks;  parrots 
text or comments of others 

 

 
Little or no apparent familiarity 

with assigned material 

 


