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Carleton University 
Winter 2010 
Department of Political Science 
 

 
PSCI 4800B 

ADVANCED INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORY 
Thursday 8:35 – 11:25 am 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 

Instructor: Nabarun Roy 
Office: Loeb D681 
Office Hours: Thursday 1 – 2:30 pm or by appointment 
Phone: 520-2600 ext. 1432 (no voicemail) 
Email: nroy2@connect.carleton.ca 
 
Course Description: Great powers have been a topic of enduring interest to scholars of 
International Relations (IR). A large body of work has been devoted to analyzing dynamics 
related to the great powers. Many of the theoretical innovations within the discipline have 
emerged in the course of answering pertinent questions related to the great powers, such as 
– what makes a state powerful, how do states exercise power, under what conditions do 
states resort to violence, and what causes states to co-operate with each other? The 
relationship between great powers and theories of IR have come in for greater focus in 
recent times as scholars try to comprehend the implications of the rise of states such as 
China and India for the international system. Will the future be different from the past or are 
we fated to witness the re-enactment of great power conflicts?  
 
The aim of this course is to expose students to different theories in IR by using great powers 
as a central concept. Each week, students will be asked to read material which will provide 
competing explanations on a particular issue. Such an exercise will enable students to not 
only appreciate the insights offered by a theory/approach but also to develop a critical 
understanding of its potentials and limits.  
 
 
Readings: John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. Norton 
& Co., 2001) (Required) – available for purchase at the Carleton University Bookstore. 
 
Additional reading material will be available to students either online (in the case of articles) 
or in the Reserve [R] section (in the case of books) at the Carleton University Library. 
 
Evaluation: Students will be evaluated on the basis of the following four components 

 Class Attendance and Participation: 20% 

 Critical Review Paper: 30% (2 * 15%) due on 28th January and 4th of March 

 Term Paper: 40% due on 1st April 

 Class Presentations: 10% (2 * 5%) 
 

mailto:nroy@connect.carleton.ca
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Class Attendance and Participation: Of the 20% allocated for this component, half will 
depend on attendance, while the other half will be based on participation. As this is a 
seminar course, you are expected to take a leading role in the debates, as also strive towards a 
high standard in discussions. Coming to class having read the material assigned for the week 
is essential. While you are encouraged to advance well informed and robust views, please be 
considerate towards others’ opinions. In case you are not able to attend class, let me know 
via e-mail or in the previous class. Absence without a valid medical or other supporting 
document will affect your attendance grade.   
 
Critical Review Paper: Students are expected to write 2 critical review papers. Each should 
be double spaced, 8 pages in length and utilize size 12 font. I will expect you to be as 
comprehensive as possible and address the maximum number of readings. You should also 
point out specific theoretical arguments made by the authors and show how they relate to 
each other. Given that you have limited space, make sure that you focus on the most 
important arguments of each reading, and use specific empirical examples only when 
necessary. You are not required to engage with readings which are not in the reading list. 
The first paper is due on the 28th of January and should cover readings allotted till that day. 
The second paper is due on the 4th of March and should cover readings covered between the 
classes of 4th February and 4th March. Please make sure that you hand the papers to me 
personally in class in hard copy format. Late submissions will be penalized one third of a 
letter grade per day (A to A-). Late submission without penalty is reserved only for 
important reasons (medical condition/emergency).    
 
As per the early feedback guidelines, the first Critical Review Paper, due on the 28th 
of January, will be returned to students on the 4th of February, 2010.  
 
Term Paper: Students are expected to write a term paper, whose due date is the 1st of April, 
2010 (the last class of the course). The paper should be 14-15 pages in length plus 
bibliography. Pages should be double spaced and printed in size 12 font. The paper can be 
wholly theoretical in focus or it can look at historical cases or contemporary trends. You may 
also use your understanding of the different theories of IR to predict the future course of 
great power politics. It should be well grounded in a theoretical approach. You must justify 
the use of a particular approach and make clear why it is better than others. You may refer to 
the works of theorists not included in the reading list and articles/books not included in the 
syllabus. You are encouraged to meet me during my office hours and discuss the paper. 
Further instructions as regards the paper will be imparted in the first class of the term. The 
term paper should be handed in hard copy format to me in class on the 1st of April. Late 
submissions will be penalized one third of a letter grade per day (A to A-). Late submission 
without penalty is reserved only for important reasons (medical condition/emergency). 
Papers will be corrected by the 15th of April, and will be ready for pick up from my office 
during office hours. If it is not possible to pick up the paper in person, a self addressed, 
stamped envelope should be given to me for mailing it back to you.  
 
Note: I urge students to submit the Critical Review Paper and the Term Paper to me in hard 
copy format in class. In case you have to use the drop box, please note that it is emptied 
every week day at 4 pm and that all items collected at that time are date-stamped with that 
day’s date. Submissions made post 4 pm will be date- stamped with the following days’ date. 
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Failure to submit either the Term Paper or the Critical Review Paper will result in your 
failing in the course. Faxed and e-mailed papers will not be accepted. 
 
Class Presentations: Each student is required to make 2 class presentations based on the 
week’s readings. I will distribute a form on the first day of class in which you will indicate the 
two dates on which you wish to make your presentation. Each presentation is worth 5%. It 
should be 10 – 12 minutes and should cover all the readings of that week. Half of it should 
be devoted to outlining what each author has to say, while the rest should be devoted to 
critically examining the claims and their appeal. You are expected to raise questions which 
will be discussed by the class. Your preparation and mode of presentation will be a critical 
factor in generating the discussion in class, so please organize it well. Avoid reading out from 
a paper. A good presentation is one which addresses all the readings, critically reflects on the 
claims of the writers, outlines similarities and differences among them, and is able to engage 
the class effectively. Deferrals of presentations will be accepted only on health/emergency 
reasons, with the relevant supporting document.    
 
Class Schedule and Readings: 
 

January 7th                                               
Overview  

 Stephen M. Walt, “International Relations: One World, Many Theories,” Foreign 
Policy, No. 110, Special Edition: Frontiers of Knowledge, Spring 1998, pp. 29-46 
.(available online) 

 John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W. W. Norton 
& Co., 2001): Chapter 1, “Introduction,” pp. 1-28. (Bookstore) 

 Robert A. Pastor, A Century’s Journey: How the Great Powers Shape the World (New 
York: Basic Books, 1999): Chapter 1, “The Great Powers in the Twentieth 
Century: From Dawn to Dusk,” pp. 1 – 14. [R] 

 
January 14th 
Great Power Attributes  

 Joseph S. Nye, Jr., Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics (New York: 
Public Affairs, 2004), pp. 1 – 32. [R]  

 Mearsheimer, Tragedy: Chapter 3, “Wealth and Power,” pp. 55 – 82.  

 Mearsheimer, Tragedy, Chapter 4, “The Primacy of Land Power,” pp. 83-87, 110-
128, 133-137.  

 Niall Ferguson, “Think Again: Power,” Foreign Policy, Issue 134 (Jan-Feb, 2003) 
(available online) 

 
January 21st 

Great Powers in the International System  

 Christopher Layne, “The Unipolar Illusion: Why New Great Powers Will Rise,” 
International Security, Vol. 17, No. 4 (Spring, 1993), pp. 8 - 32. (available online) 

 Shogo Suzuki, “Seeking Legitimate Great Power Status: in Post-Cold War 
International Society: China’s and Japan’s Participation in UNPKO,” International 
Relations, Vol. 22, No. 1, pp. 45-64. (available online)   



 4 

 Martin Wight, Power Politics (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1979): Chapters 2, 
3 & 4 (“Dominant Powers,” “Great Powers,” “World Powers”), pp. 30 – 60. [R]  

 G.R. Berridge and John W. Young, “What is a “Great Power?” Political Studies, 
Vol. XXXVI (1988), pp. 224-234 (available online)  

 Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1977), pp. 200 - 205 [R] 

 
January 28th 

== FIRST CRITICAL REVIEW PAPER DUE IN CLASS == 
 

Great Power Preponderance in the International System  

 Bull, The Anarchical Society, pp. 205-229 [R]  

 Yoav Gortzak, “How Great Powers Rule: Coercion and Positive Inducements in 
International Order Enforcement,” Security Studies, Vol. 14, No. 4 (October- 
December, 2005), pp. 663 – 697. (available online)  

 G. John Ikenberry and Charles A. Kupchan, “Socialization and Hegemonic 
Power,” International Organization, Vol. 44, No. 3 (Summer, 1990), pp. 283 – 315 
(available online) 

 J. Kurth, “Humanitarian Intervention After Iraq: Legal Ideals Vs. Military 
Realities,” Orbis, Vol. 50, No 1 (Winter, 2006), pp. 87 – 101 (available online) 

 
February 4th  
Great Power Relations I  

 Robert Jervis, “From Balance to Concert: A Study of International Security Co-
operation,” World Politics, Vol. 38, No. 1 (Oct., 1985), pp. 58-79. (available 
online)  

 Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy, (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994): Chapter 4, 
“The Concert of Europe: Great Britain, Austria and Russia,” pp. 78-102. [R] 

 G. John Ikenberry, After Victory: Institutions, Strategic Restraint, and the Rebuilding of 
Order After Major Wars (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2001): 
Chapter 3, “An Institutional Theory of Order Formation,” pp. 50 - 79 [R]  

 Bull, The Anarchical Society: Chapters 1 and 2 (“The Concept of Order in World 
Politics” and “Does Order Exist in World Politics?”), pp. 3 – 52 [R]  

 
 
 
February 11th 
Great Power Relations II  

 Mearsheimer, Tragedy: Chapters 2, “Anarchy and the Struggle for Power,” pp. 29 
-54.  

 Mearsheimer, Tragedy: Chapter 9, “The Causes of Great Power War,” pp. 334 – 
359. 

 William C. Wohlforth, “Unipolarity, Status Competition, and Great Power War,” 
World Politics, Vol. 61, No. 1 (January, 2009), pp. 28 – 57 (available online) 

 Kenneth N. Waltz, “The Stability of a Bipolar World,” Daedalus, Vol. 93, No. 3, 
(Summer, 1964), pp. 881 – 909 (available online) 
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 John Lewis Gaddis, “The Long Peace: Elements of Stability in the Postwar 
International System,” International Security, Vol. 10, No. 4 (Spring, 1986), pp. 99 – 
142 (available online) 

 
February 18th   
No class – winter break 
 
February 25th 

      Accounting for the Ending of Bipolarity 

 Kissinger, Diplomacy: Chapter 30, “The End of the Cold War: Reagan and 
Gorbachev,” pp. 762 – 803 [R] 

 Rey Koslowski and Friedrich V. Kratochwil, “Understanding Change in 
International Politics: The Soviet Empire’s Demise and the International 
System,” International Organization, Vol. 48, No. 2, (Spring, 1994), pp. 215 – 247 
(available online) 

 William C. Wohlforth, “Realism and the End of the Cold War,” International 
Security, Vol. 19, No. 3 (Winter 1994 – 1995), pp. 91 – 129 (available online) 

 
 
 
March 4th 

== SECOND CRITICAL REVIEW PAPER DUE IN CLASS == 
 

US Preponderance  

 Martha Finnemore, “Legitimacy, Hypocrisy, and the Social Structure of Uni-
polarity: Why Being a Unipole Isn’t All It’s Cracked Up To Be,” World Politics, 
Vol. 61, No. 1 (January, 2009), pp. 58-85. (available online)  

 Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth, “Hard Times for Soft Balancing,” 
International Security, Vol. 30, No.1 (Summer, 2005), pp. 72 – 108 (available 
online) 

 T. V. Paul, “Soft Balancing in the Age of U.S. Primacy,” International Security, Vol. 
30, No. 1 (Summer, 2005), pp. 46 – 71 (available online) 

 Josef Joffe, “The Default Power,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 88, No. 5, (Sept-Oct, 
2009), pp. 21 – 35 (available online) 

 
 

March 11th 
Great Power Politics in Asia  

 Andrew Hurrell, “Hegemony, liberalism and global order: what space for would-
be great powers?” International Affairs, Vol. 82, No. 1 (2006), pp. 1-19. (available 
online)  

 David C. Kang, “Getting Asia Wrong: The Need for New Analytical 
Frameworks,” International Security, vol. 27, No. 4 (Spring, 2003), pp. 57-85. 
(available online)  
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 Aaron L. Friedberg, “Ripe for Rivalry: Prospects for Peace in a Multipolar Asia,” 
International Security, Vol. 18, No. 3 (Winter, 1993-94), pp. 5-33. (available 
online)  

 Mearsheimer, Tragedy: Chapter 10, “Great Power Politics in the Twenty-first 
Century,” pp. 360 – 402.  

 Robert D. Kaplan, “Center Stage for the Twenty-First Century,” Foreign Affairs, 
Vol. 88, Issue 2 (March-April, 2009), pp. 16-32. (available online)   

 
 
March 18th 
China in the 21st Century  

 Rosemary Foot, “Chinese Strategies in a US-hegemonic global order: 
accommodating and hedging,” International Affairs, Vol. 82, No. 1 (2006), pp. 77-
94. (available online)  

 G. John Ikenberry, “The Rise of China and the Future of the West,” Foreign 
Affairs, Vol. 87, Issue 1 (Jan/Feb 2008), pp. 23-37. (available online)  

 Fareed Zakaria, The Post-American World, (New York: Allen Lane, 2008), pp. 104 – 
128 (24 pages) [R] 

 Aaron L. Friedberg, “The Future of US – China Relations: Is Conflict 
Inevitable?” International Security, Vol. 30, No. 2 (Fall 2005), pp. 7-45 (available 
online) 

   
March 25th                       
India in the 21st Century   

 Zakaria, Post American World, pp. 146 – 166 [R]  

 Jaswant Singh, “Against Nuclear Apartheid,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 77, No. 5 (Sept 
– Oct, 1998), pp. 41 – 52 (available online)  

 Iskander Rehman, “Keeping the Dragon at Bay: India’s Counter-Containment of 
China in Asia,” Asian Security, Vol. 5, No. 2 (2009), pp. 114 – 143 (available 
online)  

 Stephen Blank, “The Geo-strategic Implications of the Indo-American Strategic 
Partnership,” India Review, Vol. 6, No. 1 (January – March, 2007), pp. 1 – 24 
(available online)  

 
April 1st 

== ESSAY DUE IN CLASS == 
Review Class 
 

 
 

COURSE POLICIES  
Plagiarism  
As per university regulations, it is the responsibility of each student to understand the 
meaning of “plagiarism” as defined in the undergraduate or graduate calendars, and to avoid 
both committing plagiarism and aiding or abetting plagiarism by other students. The 
Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as “to use and pass off as one’s own idea or 
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product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another.” The Graduate 
Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either: (a) directly copies 
another’s work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short 
paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any 
ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student’s own 
thought, where such ideas, if they were the student’s own would contribute to the merit of 
his or her own work. Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper 
and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the 
Dean. You cannot submit the same assignment to two or more courses.  
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The Department’s Style Guide is available at: 
www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf.  
Course Requirements  
Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No Deferred) is 
assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the 
course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this 
notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course 
due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the 
examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in 
the course.  
 
Approval of final grades  
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the 
Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. 
No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.  
 
Connect email accounts  
The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up for a campus 
email account. Important course and University information will be distributed through the 
Connect email system. For instructions about how to set up your account, see 
http://connect.carleton.ca.  
 
Academic Accommodations  
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic 
accommodations in this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with 
Disabilities (500 University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. 
Registered PMC students are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to 
ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. After registering with 
the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at 
least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled 
exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by 
November 16, 2009 for December examinations and March 12, 2010 for April 
examinations.  
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying 
academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or 
as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than 
two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out 
directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. 
Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the 
student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity).  
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 

http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf
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an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.  
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or 
not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  
reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source;  

submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else;  

using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

using another’s data or research findings;  

failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 
works and/or failing to use quotation marks;  

handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs.  
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. 
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview 
with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties 
are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" 
for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a 
brief oral examination on research papers and essays.  
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor 
and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted 
to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every 
business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor. 
For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you 
wish to have your assignment returned by mail. Please note that assignments sent via fax or 
email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and 
will not be returned.  
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by 
the Dean.  
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND 
(Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term 
that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, 
instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has 
already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to 
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a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in 
good standing in the course.  
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also 
distributed via the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their 
Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has 
made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. 
Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political 
science students in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to 
arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the 
Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous 
opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. 
To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at 
poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688.  
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline. 
  
 
      
 
 

  


