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Department Political Science       Winter 2011 

Carleton University  

 

PSCI 4807 
Migration and Mobility: The Politics of Citizenship and Identity 

Friday, 08:35-11:25 

Confirm location on Carleton Central 

 

Instructor:  Christina Gabriel 

Office:   Room Loeb B640 

Phone:   613-520-2600 x. 8240 

E-mail:   christina_gabriel@carleton.ca - Do not use WebCT to e-mail me. 

Office Hours:  Wednesday, 10:00 – 12:00 p.m. 

 

Course Description: 

This seminar focuses on how the movements of people – including immigrants, temporary workers, 

irregular migrants - across borders challenge our understandings of state sovereignty, territory and 

citizenship. The first portion of the course provides an overview of debates within citizenship and 

migration studies.  The second portion of the course examines different types of cross border mobility 

including labour migration, refugees and irregular movements of people with an emphasis on Canada.  

 

Course Objectives: 

 To review debates within the theoretical literature on migration & citizenship 

 To map and assess current developments in the governance of migration. 

 To consider the ways in which cross-border mobility raises questions about social justice and political 

membership 

 To understand how hierarchies of gender, race, class and nation find expression in the politics of 

international migration and citizenship 

  

Format: 

This class is structured as a weekly three-hour seminar. The instructor will begin each three-hour session 

with a short lecture (20 minutes) to introduce key themes and ideas associated with each topic. Students 

will also make short presentations based on required readings. Each student is expected to come to all 

classes and must be prepared to actively participate. All required readings must be completed prior to 

each class. 

 

Course Materials: 

Course material is available through the reserve desk at the library. Many readings are available 

electronically. 
 
Evaluation: 
Students will be evaluated on the following basis 

 

 Essay Proposal*     15% 

Students will be required to write an essay proposal based on a research topic of their choosing. The topic 

must be relevant to the broad themes and questions covered by this course. Each proposal should be seven 

- nine pages long, including an annotated bibliography. Details attached. Due Date: February 11, 2011. 

 

 

 

mailto:christina_gabriel@carleton.ca
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 Research Essay*     35% 

Students will submit a research paper based on their essay proposal.  The paper must be 12-15 pages 

(3,000-3,750 words). Details attached. Due Date: April 1, 2011.  

 

 Short Annotations     25% 
Each student will submit five annotated entries (each entry worth 5%) based on course readings. Each 

annotation must be no longer than three-quarters of a page, single spaced and is due on the same day as 

the relevant reading. There will be no exception for late or missing annotations. Details attached. 

 

 In-Class Presentation of Required Reading: 10% 

Students will present a short presentation on one required reading in the term. A two-page, double-spaced 

summary of the presentation must be submitted at the same time as the presentation. Details attached. 

 

 Attendance & Participation:   15% 

Students will be evaluated on the basis of their active, informed and thoughtful oral participation in class 

discussions. See details attached. Attendance will be taken. 

 

STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE ALL COURSE REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A 

FINAL GRADE 

 

*Policies on Assignments: 

All assignments in this course (with the exception of the single-space annotation) must be 12 pt font, 

double-spaced and have standard one-inch margins. As much as possible they should be free of spelling 

and grammatical errors. They must include appropriate citations and bibliography. Assignments that do 

not have any citations will be returned to the student ungraded. Students will be permitted to re-submit 

the paper, within a specified deadline, but an automatic 10% penalty will be levied. 

 

The University takes instructional offences (including plagiarism) very seriously. Please make sure that 

you are familiar with the regulations regarding instructional offences, which are outlined in the 

Undergraduate Calendar. Also, it is not acceptable to submit the same assignment in two different 

courses. 

 

Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date specified. They should be submitted directly to 

the Professor in class. If this is not possible use the Political Science Drop Box located on the sixth floor 

of the Loeb Building. The Drop Box is emptied daily at 4:00 p.m.  Papers received after this time will be 

date stamped the following working day.  

 

Please do not submit papers to the staff in the Political Science Office or anyone else in the office.  Late 

papers without a date stamp will be assessed a penalty based on the date the Professor actually receives 

the paper. 

 

Do not slip assignments under my office door, post them on my office door or place them it in my 

mailbox. Do not submit assignments by e-mail or fax. It is the student‟s responsibility to ensure that the 

Professor receives papers and it is the student‟s responsibility to collect the graded paper in a timely 

fashion. Students should make a copy of all of their assignments before submitting them and are advised 

to keep all notes and drafts of work until after the final grade has been assigned and awarded. 
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** Late Penalties 

Assignments are due on the dates specified in the course outline. Late papers will be subject to a penalty 

of 2% a day not including weekends. Assignments will not be accepted two weeks after the due date.  No 

retroactive extensions will be permitted. Do not ask for an extension on the due date of the assignment. 

Exceptions will be made only in those cases of special circumstances, (e.g. illness, bereavement) and 

where the student has verifiable documentation. 

 

If you anticipate a problem with one of the above deadlines please approach me as soon as you can in 

advance of the assignment. 

  

The Senate deadline for completion of term work is April 5, 2011. 

 

E-mail Policy 

E-mail will be answered within two business days. Do not submit any class assignments by e-mail. 

 
Academic Accommodation 

For Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations are required to contact a coordinator at the 

Paul Menton Centre to complete the necessary letters of accommodation. The student must then make an 

appointment to discuss their needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first class test. This is 

to ensure sufficient time is available to make the necessary accommodation arrangements. If you require 

accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for 

accommodation to PMC by November 15 2010 for December examinations and March 11 2011 for April 

examinations. 

 

For Religious Observance: 

Students requesting academic accommodation on the basis of religious observance should make a formal, 

written request to their instructor for alternative days and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. 

Such requests should be made in the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 

instructor(s) involved. 

 

For Pregnancy: 

Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in 

Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. The student must then make an appointment to 

discuss her needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 

anticipated the accommodation will be required. 

 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter 

grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 

 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 
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Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

 

Schedule of Classes 

 

Jan. 7  Introduction to Course 

 Introductions 

 Overview of course themes 

 Review of course outline and requirements 

 Sign up for presentations 

 

Film: 24 Days in Brooks (2007) 42 minutes [268480] tba 

 

Jan. 14  Thinking About Migrants and Citizens 

 Linda Bosniak, “Universal Citizenship and the Problem of Alienage”. Northwestern University Law 

Review 94 2000 pp. 963 

 Catherine Dauvergne, “Citizenship with a Vengeance” Theoretical Inquires in Law 8:2 (2007) pp. 

489-508.  

 Ayelet Shachar, “The Worth of Citizenship in an Unequal World” in Theoretical Inquiries in Law 8:2 

(2007) pp. 367-388. 

 

Presentations Start 

 

Jan. 21  Migration, Politics and States 

 Stephen Castles, “Migration and Community Formation under Conditions of Globalization” 

International Migration Review 36:4 (Winter 2002) pp. 1143-1168 

 James Hollifield, “The Politics of International Migration: „How Can We Bring the State Back In” in 

Migration Theory. Caroline B. Brettell and James Hollifield, eds., Second Edition. (New York: 

Routledge, 2008) pp.183-238. 

 Nicola Piper, “Gendering the Politics of Migration,” International Migration Review 40:1 (Spring 

2006) pp. 133-164. 

 Nicola Yeates, “Women‟s Migration, Social Reproduction and Care” in Shahra Razavi, ed. The 

Gendered Impacts of Liberalization: Towards Embedded Liberalism”? (New York: Routledge 2009) 

 

First Annotation Due 

 

Jan. 28  Migration, Citizenship and Territory (1) 

 Yasmeen Abu-Laban, “Reconstructing an Inclusive Citizenship for a New Millennium: Globalization, 

Migration and Difference” in International Politics 37:4 (2000) pp. 506-526. 

 Yasemin Nuhoglu Soysal, “Postnational Citizenship: Reconfiguring the Familiar Terrain” in The 

Blackwell Companion to Political Sociology. Kate Nash and Alan Scott, eds. (Oxford: Blackwell, 

2001) pp. 333-341. 

 Zolberg, A., “The Dawn of Cosmopolitan Denizenship” Indiana Journal of Global and Legal Studies. 

7: 511-517. (2000) pp. 511-518. 
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Feb. 4  Migration, Citizenship and Territory (2) 

 Irene Bloemraad, “Who Claims Dual Citizenship? The Limits of Postnationalism, the Possibilities of 

Transnationalism, and the Persistence of Traditional Citizenship” in International Migration Review 

2004. 

 Peter Nyers, “Dueling Designs: The Politics of Rescuing Dual Citizens” Citizenship Studies 14:1 

(February 2010) pp. 47-60. 

 Tanya Brondsted Sejersen, “I Vow to Thee My Countries: The Expansion of Dual Citizenship in the 

21
st
 Century” International Migration Review 42:3 (2008) pp. 523-549. 

 Steve Vertovec. “Migrant Transnationalism and Modes of Transformation” International Migration 

Review 38:3 (September 2004) pp. 970-1001. 

 

Feb. 11  Migration, Security and Borders  

 Yasmeen Abu-Laban & Nisha Nath, “From Deportation to Apology: The Case of Maher Arar and the 

Canadian State” in Canadian Ethnic Studies 39:3 (2007) pp. 71-98. 
 Jeff Huysmans, “The EU and Securitization of Migration” Journal of Common Market Studies 38:5 

 Rey Koslowski, “Smart Borders, Virtual Borders or No Borders: Homeland Security Choices for the 

United States and Canada” Law and Business Review of the Americas 11:3-4 (Summer-Fall 2005) pp. 

527-550 

 G.E.E. Verstraete, “Technological Frontiers and the Politics of Mobility in the EU” in New 

Formations 43 (Spring 2001) pp. 26-43 
 

Film: “Security Threat: Surveillance” (2003) 44 minutes [264732] tba 
 

Proposal Due 
 

Feb. 18  The ‘Management’ of Migration 

 Stephen Castles, “The Factors that Make and Unmake Immigration Policies” In Alejandro Portes and 

Josh Dewind, eds., Rethinking Migration: New Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives New York: 

Berghahn Books, 2007. Pp. 62-89. 

 Sandra Lavenex, “The Competition State and Multilateral Liberalization of Highly Skilled Migration” 

In Michael Peter Smith and Adrian Favell, eds., The Human Face of Global Mobility. (New Jersey: 

Transaction Publishers, 2006). Pp. 29-52. 

 Saskia Sassen, “Regulating Immigration in a Global Age. A New Policy Landscape” In Parallax 11:1 

(2005) pp. 35-45. 

 Boucher, Gerard. “Review Article: A Critique of Global Policy Discourses on Managing International 

Migration.” Third World Quarterly 29:7 (2008), 1461-1471.  

 

READING WEEK FEBURARY 21-25 

 
Mar. 4  Canadian Immigration Policy 

 Monica Boyd and Deanna Pikkov, “Finding a Place in Stratified Structures: Migrant Women in North 

America” in Nicola Piper ed., New Perspectives in Gender and Migration: Livelihoods, Rights and 

Entitlements (New York: Routledge, 2008).  

 Gillian Creese et. al. “The „Flexible‟ Immigrant: Human Capital Discourse and the Family Household 

and Labour Market Strategies” in Journal of International Migration and Integration 9:3 (2008) pp. 

269-288. 

 Luin Goldring et. al. “Institutionalizing Precarious Migratory Status in Canada” in Citizenship Studies 

13:3 (June 2009) 239-265. 
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 Jeffrey G. Reitz, “Canada: Immigration and Nation-Building in the Transition to a Knowledge 

Economy” in Wayne Cornelius et. al. eds., Controlling Immigration: A Global Perspective 2
nd

 Ed. pp. 

97-133. 

 

Mar. 11 Temporary Agricultural Workers 

 Tanya Basok, “Post-national Citizenship, Social Exclusion and Migrant Rights: Mexican Seasonal 

Workers in Canada” in Citizenship Studies 8:1 (2004) pp. 47-64. 

 Preibisch, K. and E. Encalada. “The other side of „El Otro Lado‟: Mexican Migrant Women and 

Labor Flexibility in Canadian Agriculture,” Special Issue on Women in Agriculture. Signs: Journal of 

Women in Culture and Society 35:2 (2010) pp. 289-316. 

 Preibisch, K. “Pick-Your-Own Labor: Migrant Workers and Flexibility in Canadian Agriculture” 

International Migration Review 44:2 (2010) pp. 404–441. 

 

Film: el Contrato (2003) 50 minutes [261202] – tba 

 

Mar. 18 Gender, Migration and Care 

 Sabaa A. Khan, “From Labour of Love to Decent Work: Protecting Human rights of Migrant 

Caregivers in Canada” in Canadian Journal of Law and Society 24:1 (2009) pp. 23-45. 

 Rhacel Salazar Parrenas. “Transgressing the Nation-State: The Partial Citizenship and „Imagined 

(Global) Community of Migrant Filipina Domestic Workers” in Signs 26:4 (2001). 

 Daiva Stasiulis and Abigail Bakan, “Underdevelopment, Structural Adjustment and Gendered 

Migration from the West Indies and Philippines” In Negotiating Citizenship. Migrant Women in 

Canada and the Global System (UK: Palgrave Press, 2003) pp. 40-63. 

 

Film: Maid in America (2004) 58 minutes [2628977] – tba 

 
Guest: Dr. Lisa Mills, School of Public Policy and Administration 

Note:  Office Hours Cancelled this Week 

 

Mar. 25 Refugees 

 François Crépeau and Delphine Nakache. 2008 "Critical Spaces in the Canadian   Refugee 

Determination System: 1989–2002", International Journal of   Refugee Law 20:1 pp. 50-122   

 Matthew Gibney. “A Thousand Little Guantanamos: Western States and Measures to Prevent the 

Arrival of Refugees” In Displacement, Asylum and Migration. Kate Tunstall, ed. (Oxford: Oxford, 

University Press, 2006. Pp. 139-178. 

 Gil Loescher, "The UNHCR and World Politics: State Interests vs.   Institutional Autonomy" 

International Migration Review, 35:1 (Spring 2001) pp. 33-56. 

 

Film: The Refugees of the Blue Planet (2006) 53 minutes [266986] - tba 

 

Apr. 1  ‘Open Borders’ 

 Joe Carens, “Aliens and Citizens: The Case for Open Borders” Review of Politics 49:2 (1987) pp.251-

273. 

 Catherine Wihtol de Wenden, “The Frontiers of Mobility” in in Migration Without Borders: Essays 

on the Free Movement of People (US: Berghahn Books, 2007) pp. 51-64. 

 Cynthia Wright, “Movements of Emergence: Organizing by and with Undocumented and Non-

Citizen People in Canada after September 11. Refuge 21:3 (2003). 

 

Research Essay Due 

 

http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/605483?prevSearch=%2528Preibisch%2529%2BAND%2B%255Bjournal%253A%2Bsigns%255D&searchHistoryKey=
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/605483?prevSearch=%2528Preibisch%2529%2BAND%2B%255Bjournal%253A%2Bsigns%255D&searchHistoryKey=
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1747-7379.2010.00811.x/pdf
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PSCI 4807 – Migration and Mobility 

Short Annotations* 

 

Worth: 25%  [Five annotations @ 5% each] 

Length: Between one half and three quarters of a page, single-spaced. 

Due Date: Due on the same date as relevant reading in class.  

 

Note: Missing or late annotations will not be accepted.  

 

 If you are absent from class you are not permitted to submit the annotation. 

Exceptions will be made only in case of illness or other documentable 

circumstances.  

 

 If you attend class but do not submit your annotation in class it will not be 

accepted later. 

 

 Group collaboration is not permitted on this assignment. 

 

Purpose: 

The purpose of the short written annotations is: 

 To engage with the required reading in a focused and critical manner  

 To enhance your contributions to seminar discussions. 

 

Task: 

Throughout the term each student in the class will submit five written annotations based on the required 

readings. Be prepared, if called upon, to share the points in your annotation with the class. Each 

annotation should begin with relevant bibliographic details (author, title, source, publisher, year of 

publication).  It should include the following information: 

 Topic of the reading 

 Key question or central argument 

 Key supporting claims of the author 

 Your identification of a strength and/or weakness of the reading 

 One question for class discussion 

Do not use point form. 

 

Choice of Annotations:  

Students are not permitted to write an annotation on the same reading as their in-class presentation. 

 

Those students with the surname beginning with A-H may choose one reading/per week from the 

following weeks. You must complete one annotation based on one reading for each topic. 

 

Jan. 21  Migration, Politics and States 

Feb. 4  Migration, Citizenship and Territory (2)  

Feb. 18 The „Management‟ of Migration 

Mar. 11  Temporary Workers 

Mar. 25  „Irregular‟ Migration 



 8 

Those students with the surname beginning I-Z may choose one reading/per week from the following 

weeks. You must complete one annotation based on one reading for each of the topics below. 

 

Jan. 28  Migration, Citizenship and Territory 

Feb. 11  Migration, Security and Borders  

Mar. 4  Canadian Immigration Policy 

Mar. 18  Gender, Migration and Care 

Mar. 25  Open Borders 

 

 

Annotation Assessment Key: 

 

Grade Per-

centage  

Comments – General Guidelines 

A / A+ 85 - 100 Excellent and succinct summary of topic and central argument. Key claims are 

clearly identified. There is a critical and original assessment. The annotation is very 

well-written and free of inaccuracy. The question is focused on the reading and is 

original. 

A- 80-84 An excellent summary, key claims are identified and the assessment is very good. 

The annotation is clearly written and there are no inaccuracies. The question clearly 

addresses the specific reading. 

B+ 77-79 There is a very good summary of the reading and key claims are clearly noted. The 

assessment is solid and there are no inaccuracies. The question is on topic. The 

annotation is well written. 

B 73-76 There is a good summary of the reading and some key claims are noted. There is 

some effort to make an assessment. There are no major inaccuracies but annotation 

may be vague. A discussion question is included. The annotation is clearly written. 

C+/B- 67-72 There is an effort to meet the terms of the assignment. There is a competent summary 

but some key aspects of the argument and/or topic are overlooked. Or, the question 

posed is cast in too general terms.  

C or 

less 

66 or 

less 

There is a weak summary of the reading and unclear identification of claims. The 

discussion question is vague. The annotation may be difficult to read. 
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PSCI 4807 – Migration and Mobility 

In-Class Presentation Based on Required Course Reading 

 

Worth: 10% 

Dates of Presentations will be arranged in class January 7 and 14.  

First Presentation on Jan. 14 

 

All students will make a short presentation (ten minutes long) based on one assigned reading. 

Presentations that are too long (or too short) will be assessed accordingly. 

 

Guidelines: 

 Do not provide a detailed summary of the reading. 

 Highlight key debates or issues raised by the author 

 Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the reading 

 How does the reading relate to the other weekly assigned course readings and the broader themes of 

migration and citizenship 

 Raise one question for classroom discussion. 

 

Written Summary 

You are required to submit a two-page summary (double-spaced) of your oral presentation. It must 

include your discussion question.  This summary is due in the same class as your presentation.  Late 

submissions will be penalized. 

 

Note: *You cannot do an in-class presentation that is based on one of your required five short annotations. 
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PSCI 4807 Migration and Mobility 

Essay Proposal 

 
Due Date: February 11, 2011 

Length: 12 pt font,  seven - nine pages 

Worth:  15% 

 

Purpose: 

The purpose of this assignment is to allow students an opportunity to do some preliminary research on an 

aspect of migration and mobility. The proposal is intended to assist students to develop and frame their 

own research topic. Additionally, this assignment ensures that students are provided with some early 

feedback on their proposed topic and preliminary thesis. Your subsequent essay must reflect the topic 

outlined in the essay proposal. Essays that do not follow the initial proposal topic will be penalized. 

Please choose carefully. 

 

Task: 

Your essay proposal must include: 

 A statement of topic. Why is this of interest to you and how does it relate to course themes. 

 A preliminary thesis suggesting the directions you will pursue in this paper 

 A brief statement of why your thesis and topic is significant. Why is it important? 

 A brief summary of what you have learned regarding key issues and debates in the relevant scholarly 

literature. 

 A brief statement of how you plan to carry out the rest of your research 

 

Annotated Bibliography: 

Your proposal must also include an annotated bibliography of five scholarly sources.  Each entry must 

include: (a) complete bibliographic details (b) topic of source (c) purpose/thesis and (d) why is this 

particular source important or relevant to your proposed topic. 

 

Do not use point form and pay close attention to (d). 

 

Note: 

The readings listed in your course outline provide a good starting point for identification of a topic and 

suggestions for other research sources. Where appropriate, course material should be integrated into your 

final essay. However, your annotated bibliography in the proposal should be a list of scholarly sources 

that do not appear on your course syllabus. 

 

For the purposes of the proposal assignment scholarly sources are academic journal articles, chapters in 

edited volumes, and scholarly monographs. 

 

Suggested Journals 

Canadian Ethnic Studies 

Citizenship Studies 

Ethnic and Racial Studies 

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 

Journal of International Migration and Integration 

International Migration Review 
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PSCI 4807 Migration and Mobility 

Essay  

 
Due Date: April 1, 2011. 

Worth:  35% 

Length: 12 – 15 pages (3,000 – 3,750 words) 

 

Purpose: 

The purpose of the essay is to provide you with an opportunity to develop the topic identified in your 

initial research proposal into a comprehensive, scholarly research paper. 

 

Marking: 

The paper will be marked on three criteria: 

 Argument, organization and logic. Is the thesis presented in a logical and convincing manner? 

 Research and use of evidence: Does the paper contain extensive and effective use of available 

research sources? Does it contain proper footnotes/endnotes and bibliographic style? 

 Communication: Is the paper organized and written as clearly and concisely as possible? 
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 PSCI 4807 – Migration and Mobility 

Seminar Participation – 15% 

This class runs as a seminar based discussion.  Students should come to class having completed the 

required reading in advance. Your active and thoughtful participation is important to the learning process.  

Attendance counts in the assessment of participation and attendance will be taken in each class. Seminar 

assessment will be based on the following broad guidelines 

 

Grades: 

A + 

 Attendance – Always 

 Completes all the readings and is well prepared for class 

 Draws connections between readings and course themes 

 Offers excellent assessment on individual readings 

 Provides original ideas on weekly topic 

 Generates topical class discussion 

 Always has insights on topic but is careful not to dominate discussion 

 Asks relevant and topical questions 

 

A/A- 

 Attendance – Perfect or Near Perfect 

 Completed all the readings and is prepared for class  

 Draws links between readings and course themes 

 Offers very good assessments on individual readings and is a frequent participant 

 Generates topical class discussion 

 Asks relevant and topical questions 

 

B+ 

 Attendance - Near Perfect 

 Completed all the readings and is prepared for class 

 Offers useful observations of weekly reading 

 Regular participant in weekly discussions 

 

B/B- 

 Attendance – Regular 

 Completed most of the readings 

 Good understandings of the theme of the required readings but may not always draw links between 

them 

 Regular participant in discussion 

 

C 

 Attendance – Regular (or erratic) 

 Has completed some of the required readings  

 Does not actively participate in class discussion (or participation may not always reference weekly 

topic and/or substantive themes of reading) 

 Oral contributions are sometimes off topic 

 

D (or less) 

 Both attendance and participation erratic 
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