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Course Description: 
This seminar is intended for those who wish to engage in deep and engaged reading of 
graphic novels. Through an examination of this emerging medium, we will examine the 
sources and implications of political identity. We will look at themes surrounding 
personal loss, collective trauma and memory, the Holocaust, sense of place, revolution, 
war, religion, gender and sexuality. I expect that it will be a fun and satisfying 
course,provided that we all actually read what’s on offer each week. 
 
Office Hours: This year I’m doing things a little differently. I’ve found that holding 
regular office hours ends up being a mostly lose-lose situation for all involved, given 
student course schedules, and other pre-set advising meetings. Rather than have you show 
up and risk having to wait half an hour or more, I’d rather have us set up an appointment 
in advance. Please email me to set up a meeting whenever you’d like to chat. I check 
email very frequently, and will do my very best to accommodate you at various points 
during the week. I am happy to set up in-person meetings, of course, or phone meetings, 
or both. 
 
 
Books: (All are available at the Carleton University bookstore) 
Art Spiegelman – The Complete Maus 
Sarah Glidden -- How to Understand Israel in 60 Days or Less 
Will Eisner -- The Contract with God Trilogy 
Rutu Modan -- The Property  
Joe Sacco – Palestine 
Marjane Satrapi – The Complete Persepolis 
Alison Bechdel -- Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic 
Jason Lutes: Berlin: City of Stones 
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Josh Neufeld -- A.D.: New Orleans After the Deluge 
 
Schedule of Topics: 
Week 1 (Jan. 6) Intro 
Week 2 (Jan. 13) Understanding Identity and Graphic Novels 
(No assigned readings: opportunity to get a head start on the novels) 
Week 3 (Jan. 20) Maus I  
Week 4 (Jan. 27) Maus II 
Week 5 (Feb. 3)  The Property 
Week 6 (Feb. 10) Palestine 
Week 7 (Feb. 17): No class -- reading week 
Week 8 (Feb. 24) How to Understand Israel in 60 Days or Less 
Week 9 (March 3) Berlin: City of Stones 
Week 10 (March 10) Persepolis (The Complete Persepolis) 
Week 11 (March 17) Fun Home: A Tragicomic 
Week 12 (March 24) A.D.: New Orleans After the Deluge 
Week 13 (March 31) The Contract with God Trilogy 
Week 14 (April 7): No class -- can work on final papers 
 
 
Weekly Readings: 
Each week beginning Jan. 20, we will read the graphic novel (according to the above list) 
plus three other readings which to be chosen by the presenter(s) for that week. Presenters 
need to email me their chosen readings one week in advance. I will then forward the titles 
(and links, if applicable) to the class. Presenters should select one journal article and two 
op-eds, both of which should relate to one or more themes discussed in the book. Articles 
need not refer directly to the graphic novel; they need only capture relevant themes. I will 
give further instructions during the first class. 
 
Assessments: 
Op-Ed: 20% (Due March 5, via email) 
Paper: 25% (Due April 9, via email) 
Presentation: 25%  
Participation: 30% 
 
Op-ed: You will select one graphic novel from our course list on which to write an op-ed 
style paper. The aim of the assignment is to analyze a current event through reference to a 
theme that is illuminated within the given graphic novel. You will make direct reference 
to the novel in the narrative of the op-ed. You will also include scholarly sources and 
news/data sources to make your points. More information will be given closer to the time. 
Length: 750-800 words, plus footnotes and references. 
 



Paper: You will select two graphic novels from our course (not the one on which you 
wrote your op-ed) on which to write a scholarly paper. Select three themes around which 
to structure a compare & contrast discussion. Each section of the paper should discuss 
one of the themes, bringing in examples from each of the two novels, plus real-life 
examples of the issues at hand from scholarly and news/commentary sources. In the intro, 
make sure to capture all of this in an over-arching research question, followed by an 
argument. More info will be given closer to the time.  
Length: 2500 words 
 
Presentation: You will choose an additional novel (not ones on which you will write the 
op-ed or the paper) to make an oral presentation. The presentation must pose a research 
question, followed by an argument, capturing three themes. (See directions for the paper 
assignment.)You will make direct reference to the graphic novel to build your argument. 
You will present on the week assigned to the given novel. Presentations will typically be 
done in pairs; pairs of students should coordinate well in advance to plan the structure of 
the presentation. Don’t forget to email me your selections of supplementary readings one 
week in advance (see above). 
 
Participation: Your participation grade will be derived from three sources. First, you 
will email me a short, two-paragraph discussion piece on the readings each week. The 
first paragraph should offer a concise summary. The second paragraph should center 
around two or three questions you wish to pose, which the authors don’t directly address. 
I will grade these on an A/B/C basis (A signifies deep engagement and deep insight with 
the material; B signifies good engagement and some insight; C signifies barely adequate 
engagement and little insight. Not handing it in will earn you 0.) Participation emails 
must be sent before class begins. Second, oral participation in class: I will be looking for 
constructive engagement with the topic at hand, an attempt to dialogue with the 
presenters on any given day (including listening carefully and responding with helpful 
questions and comments), and evidence that you have done the readings. The third 
component of your participation grade will derive from attendance. 
LATE POLICY: For papers and op-eds, one percentage point off per day late. Late 
discussion questions will earn half of what you would otherwise have earned. 
 
*** 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 



accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
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