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Carleton University           Winter 2015 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 5705W 
Approaches to the Study of Political Theory 

Wednesdays, 11:35 – 2:25pm  
 (Please confirm location on Carleton Central) 

 
 
Instructor: Marc Hanvelt 
Office: Loeb B644 
Office Hours: Mondays 1:35-2:25, Wednesdays 10:35-11:25, or by appointment 
Phone: (613) 520-2600 (Ext. 2959) 
Email: marc.hanvelt@carleton.ca 

 
 
Course Overview 
 
How is the activity of studying the history of political thought properly understood? What 
does it mean to read or interpret a text honestly? On what grounds do we distinguish 
persuasive from unconvincing interpretations of particular texts? Should a student of the 
history of political thought seek to understand the ways in which ideas have been 
transformed and developed over time, or should the student seek instead to understand 
ideas in their historical contexts? Should students aspire to ascertain the true intentions of 
the authors they study? If so, should we seek to understand those intentions through 
esoteric or exoteric readings of their texts? How do we define a period in the history of 
political thought? Are there any perennial problems? Are truth and knowledge objective 
categories, or are they discursively-structured? How does the notion of canonical texts 
shape the study of political theory? Why does the standard canon in the history of 
political thought include so few texts written by women philosophers? Are any of the 
primary concepts employed in the study of the history of political thought inherently 
gendered?  
 
These are just some of the questions that, whether we acknowledge them explicitly or 
not, shape the ways in which we read, interpret, and understand texts in the history of 
political thought. In this course, we will begin to address these and other related questions 
as part of an endeavour to distinguish different methodological approaches to the study of 
political theory and the history of political thought. We will explore major 
methodological debates in the field with an eye to improving the intellectual rigour of our 
work as political theorists. 
 
Readings: 
 
All readings for this course will be held on reserve at MacOdrum Library. 
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Course Requirements and Grading Scheme 
 
One-Page Response Papers (x5) 25% (5% each) 
Term Paper (7-8000 words)   50% (Due April 1) 
Seminar Participation  25%  
 
One-Page Response Papers 
 
Each student must submit a response paper in one seminar out of each of the following 
five sets of weeks:  
 
1) Weeks 2 & 3 
2) Weeks 4 & 5 
3) Weeks 6 & 8 
4) Weeks 10 & 11 
5) Weeks 12 & 13 
 
The response papers can be single-spaced in a font as small as 10pt. However, the one 
page limit is firm. The papers should develop a critical discussion of the week’s readings. 
They should not merely summarise the readings. Students must upload their response 
papers to cuLearn no later than noon the day before the seminar for which the paper is 
written. Papers received after that time will not be accepted. Except in cases of 
documented medical conditions or other emergency personal circumstances, there will be 
no option to make up missed response papers. 
 
Term Paper 
 
Each student will be required to submit a term paper of 7000-8000 words in length. The 
term paper assignment will be distributed during the first seminar on January 7 and the 
papers will be due in the final seminar on April 1.  
 
The final seminar of the term (April 1) will be set aside for student presentations of their 
term papers. Each student will be allotted a maximum of ten minutes to present an 
overview of their paper. The presentation will be considered part of the term paper 
assignment. Failure to present will result in a 5% deduction to the student’s grade for the 
paper that will be applied over and above any penalty for late submission the student 
might incur. 
 
Students must submit a physical copy of their term paper directly to the professor. Email 
submissions will not be accepted. Late term papers will be assessed a penalty (see 
below).  
 
Late Penalties: 
 
Term papers submitted after the due date will be subject to a penalty of one third of a 
letter grade per day (including Saturdays and Sundays).  
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Extensions will be granted at the discretion of the professor and only for serious and 
documented medical reasons or for other emergency personal circumstances. Extensions 
will not be granted retroactively. 
 
Participation 
 
Each student’s seminar participation grade will be based on the quality (not necessarily 
the quantity) of his or her participation in the seminar discussions. The participation 
grade will reflect the student’s overall contribution to the scholarly environment of the 
seminar. I expect every student to arrive each week prepared to engage with their 
colleagues in a critical discussion of both the week’s readings and the one-page response 
papers.  
 
Course Schedule 
 
Week 1 (Jan. 7): Introduction to the Course 
 
Week 2 (Jan. 14): Isaiah Berlin and the History of Ideas 

 
- Readings:  

 
- Isaiah Berlin. “Does Political Theory Still Exist” in Henry Hardy and 

Roger Hausheer (eds), Berlin, The Proper Study of Mankind, (London: 
Chatto & Windus, 1997), 59-90. 
 

- Arthur O. Lovejoy. The Great Chain of Being: A Study of the History 
of an Idea, (New York: Harper & Row, 1936). Ch.1. 

 
- H. Stuart Hughes. Consciousness and Society: The Reorientation of 

European and Social Thought 1890-1930, (London: MacGibbon & 
Kee, 1959). Ch.1. 
 

- Isaiah Berlin. “The Counter-Enlightenment” in Henry Hardy (ed), 
Against the Current: Essays in the History of Ideas, (Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 2001), 1-25. 

 
Week 3 (Jan. 21): Isaiah Berlin on the Historical Significance of Particular Authors 
 

- Readings:  
 

- Isaiah Berlin. “The Originality of Machiavelli” in Henry Hardy and 
Roger Hausheer (eds), Berlin, The Proper Study of Mankind, (London: 
Chatto & Windus, 1997), 269-325. 

 
- Isaiah Berlin. “The Hedgehog and the Fox” in Henry Hardy and Roger 
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Hausheer (eds), Berlin, The Proper Study of Mankind, (London: 
Chatto & Windus, 1997), 436-98. 

 
Week 4 (Jan. 28): Leo Strauss and Esotericism 
 

- Readings:  
 

- Leo Strauss, “Introduction,” in Persecution and the Art of Writing, 
(Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1952), 7-21. 
 

- Leo Strauss, “Persecution and the Art of Writing,” in Persecution and 
the Art of Writing, (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1952), 22-37. 
 

- Leo Strauss, “What is Political Philosophy,” in What is Political 
Philosophy and Other Studies, (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 
1959), 9-55. 

 
- Leo Strauss, “Political Philosophy and History,” in What is Political 

Philosophy and Other Studies, (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 
1959), 56-77. 

 
Week 5 (Feb. 4): Strauss on Tyranny 

 
- Readings:  
 

- Leo Strauss, On Tyranny 
 
Week 6 (Feb. 11): Quentin Skinner and the Cambridge School 
 

- Readings:  
 

- James Tully, “The Pen is a Mighty Sword: Quentin Skinner’s Analysis 
of Politics,” in James Tully (ed), Meaning and Context: Quentin 
Skinner and his Critics, (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1998), 7-25. 
 

- Quentin Skinner, “Meaning and Understanding in the History of 
Ideas,” in James Tully (ed), Meaning and Context: Quentin Skinner 
and his Critics, (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1998), 29-67. 
 

- Quentin Skinner, “Motives, Intentions and the Interpretation of Texts,” 
in James Tully (ed), Meaning and Context: Quentin Skinner and his 
Critics, (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1998), 68-78. 

 
- J.G.A Pocock, “The History of Political Thought: A Methodological 

Inquiry,” in Political Thought and History: Essays on Theory and 
Method, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), 3-19. 
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Week 7 (Feb. 18): No Seminar (Winter Break) 
 
Week 8: (Feb. 25): Quentin Skinner on Hobbes 
 

- Readings:  
 

- Quentin Skinner, Hobbes and Republican Liberty 
 
Week 9 (March 4): Michel Foucault on Method 
 

- Readings:  
 

- Michel Foucault, “Nietzsche, Genealogy, History,” in Donald F. 
Bouchard (ed.), Language, Counter-Memory, Practice (Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press, 1977), 139-64. 

 
- Michel Foucault, “Two Lectures,” in Colin Gordon (ed.), 

Power/Knowledge (New York: Pantheon Books, 1980), 78-108. 
 

- Michel Foucault, “Polemics, Politics and Problematizations,” in Paul 
Rabinow (ed.), The Foucault Reader (New York: Pantheon Books, 
1984), 381-90. 

 
- Michel Foucault, “What is Critique,” in Paul Rabinow and Nikolas 

Rose (eds.), The Essential Foucault, (New York: New Press, 1994), 
263-278. 

 
- Michel Foucault “Questions of Method” in Paul Rabinow and Nikolas 

Rose (eds.), The Essential Foucault, (New York: New Press, 1994), 
246-258. 

 
Week 10 (March 11): Foucault’s Method Applied 
 

- Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison 
(excerpts) 
 

- Michel Foucault, Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the 
Collège de France 1977-1978 (excerpts) 

 
Week 11 (March 18): Feminist Approaches to the History of Political Thought 
 

- Readings:  
 

- Cynthia Freeland, “Feminism and Ideology in Ancient Philosophy,” in 
Apeiron, Volume XXXIII, Number 4, (Dec., 2000), 365-406. 
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- Michèle Le Doeuff, Hipparchia’s Choice: An Essay Concerning 

Women, Philosophy, Etc., (New York: Columbia University Press, 
1990), 1-53. 

 
Week 12 (March 25): Feminist Readings of Rousseau 
 

- Readings:  
 

- Penelope Deutscher, Yielding Gender: Feminism, Deconstruction and 
the History of Philosophy, (New York: Routledge, 1997), 1-10; 89-
111. 
 

- Lynda Lange, “Rousseau and Modern Feminism,” in Lynda Lange 
(ed.), Feminist Interpretations of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, (University 
Park, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002), 24-
41. 

 
- Leah Bradshaw, “Rousseau on Civic Virtue, Male Autonomy, and the 

Construction of the Divided Female,” in Lynda Lange (ed.), Feminist 
Interpretations of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, (University Park, 
Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002), 65-88. 

 
- Alice Ormiston, “Developing a Feminist Concept of the Citizen: 

Rousseauian Insights on Nature and Reason,” in Lynda Lange (ed.), 
Feminist Interpretations of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, (University Park, 
Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002), 144-169. 

 
- Monique Wittig, “On the Social Contract,” in Lynda Lange (ed.), 

Feminist Interpretations of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, (University Park, 
Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002), 383-392. 

 
Week 13 (April 1): Term Paper Presentations 
 

- Term Papers Due 
 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 
students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic 
medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a 
disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-
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520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with 
the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at 
the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled 
test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation 
from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please 
consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-
scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of 
satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, 
but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to 
be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids 
academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged 
to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. 
Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks 
prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be 
required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional 
or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 

works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission 
occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized 
work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a 
brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 
be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed 
to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended 
solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert 
this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following 
table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to 
write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also 
distributed via the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their 
Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has 
made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and 
faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all 
political science students in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our 
mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social 
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life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit 
our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is 
the official course outline. 
 
 

 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com

