
Carleton University                   Fall 2014 
Department of Political Science 
 
 
                                                                PSCI 5805F  
                                                     Foreign Policy Analysis 
                                                             Fridays 11:35-2:25 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 
Instructor: Prof. Mira Sucharov  
Phone: 520-2600 x. 3010 
Office: C678 Loeb Building   
Email: mira_sucharov@carleton.ca 
 
 
Office Hours: Email me mira.sucharov@carleton.ca and I will get back to you (usually within a 
few minutes) and we can set up a mutually convenient time that week to meet. 
 
Course Description: How do states make decisions on the world stage, and how do non-state 
actors try to influence world politics? What leads states to go to war and to press for peace? Is 
there an explanatory role for psychology and perception, domestic politics, bureaucratic politics, 
gender, ethics and global norms? And is there a relationship between theories of foreign policy 
and broader theories of International Relations as a discipline (e.g., realism, liberalism, 
constructivism, feminism)? 
 
Course Format: The structure of the course will be collaborative. Each week, the designated 
presenter(s) will select a cultural artifact of foreign policy (e.g., the most obvious type would be a 
film, but other ideas include a television episode, a play, a song, or an advertisement) to 
examine. As presenters, you will also be responsible for assigning 3-4 academic, peer-reviewed 
journal articles and 1-2 op-ed style pieces to the class that connect with the themes and 
concepts you’ve identified in the film (or play, song, etc.).  
 
Here are some film suggestions to get your ideas flowing: Wag the Dog, Apocalypse Now, Full 
Metal Jacket, The Hurt Locker, Charlie Wilson’s War, Top Gun, Zero Dark Thirty, Dr. 
Strangelove, Thirteen Days, Syriana, Black Hawk Down, Paradise Now, The Fog of War, 300, 
Bethlehem, Failsafe, The Grand Illusion, The Unknown Known, Battle of Algiers. 
 
Other ideas are of course welcome. We will discuss these during the first class.  
 
Before deciding on the film (etc.), please ensure that it’s easily available for download on iTunes 
or another such widely-available source. 
 
All scholarly articles should be available via the Carleton library website journal search engine 
(please confirm this before assigning them). All op-eds should be available on an undated 
website (please confirm this before assigning them). 
As the course proceeds, I will ensure that we are managing to cover a variety of concepts, 
theories and themes. If I feel there are significant gaps, I may add some readings towards the 
end. 
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During the first class, we will discuss an array of themes that we wish to cover during the 
semester. This initial discussion will enable us to realize what we, as a group already “know” 
and what we wish to discover more about. Following the first class, I will create a written 
document capturing the themes we came up with. I will circulate this to you via email. 
 
Requirements: 
Participation: 25% 
Presentation: 25% 
Written Critique 25% 
Op-Ed 25% 
 
Participation: This component involves two parts: First, prior to the start of each class on 
Fridays, you will be required to email me some thoughts (appx. one page) on the material for 
the week. Begin your write-up with themes you identify in the material, and conclude with 2-3 
analytical questions not addressed by the filmmaker and the article authors — in other words, 
conceptual gaps that can serve as a springboard for that day’s seminar discussion. Second, oral 
participation: I will be looking for an active, critical and thoughtful approach to discussing the 
course material. Keep in mind that in a seminar, raising questions can be as useful as providing 
answers. 
 
Presentation: Two weeks prior to your presentation date, presenters must email me their film 
(etc.) selection and accompanying readings. I will forward these to the class. Presenters are 
required to discuss these with me first. You’re encouraged to raise your ideas with me as early 
as possible in the term. During the actual presentation, you will need to find a way to divide up 
the material between you; for example, you might decide to engage in a debate format. I will be 
looking for the presentation to open with a strong thesis (argument) that serves to structure your 
discussion. Make sure to critically engage the material, looking for gaps and unanswered 
questions. Your thesis should capture something innovative about the nature of the academic 
debate at hand. Presenters will be evaluated individually. 
 
Written Critiques: You must pick a date separate from your presentation date and your op-ed 
date. You will be responsible for covering the material assigned that week, plus finding 5-6 
additional citations. You are strongly encouraged to cover both the academic debates as well as 
bring in real-life empirical examples (plus making reference to the film, etc.) to support your 
points. These short papers must open with a strong thesis statement. (Length: 2500-3000 
words). This is due the Monday following the relevant class session, by 6 pm, by email. 
 
Op-Ed: This assignment will encourage you to hone your op-ed writing skills, meaning a 700-
800 word concise piece that makes a prescriptive argument about a foreign-policy issue. What 
makes this particular version different is that it must be annotated, meaning including footnotes 
that serve to buttress the claims made with additional scholarly and empirical support. More 
details will be given in class.This is due Monday, December 8 by 6 pm, by email. 
 
 
Late Policy on Written Work: 1.5 percentage point deducted per day late. 
 
Looking forward to the course. It should be fun. 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 



The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
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Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 
 
 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
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Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


