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Special Topics in Political Science 
The Arab/Israeli Dispute 

PSCI 5915 
 

Faculty of Arts and Social Science 
Carleton University 

Wednesday (18:05-20:55) 
Winter Term 2014 

215 Tory Building (Please confirm location on Carleton Central) 
 

1) Instructor: Michael Bell 
 

Email: michael.bell@carleton.ca, mbell@uwindsor.ca  
Cell: (613) 858-6906 
Land Line : (613) 746-3355 
Office: B641 Loeb Building  
Office Hours: Wednesdays 17:00-18:00 or by prior appointment.  
Email and phone welcome. 
 

2) Course Description: 
 

This course constitutes an exploration of the issues which affect the Middle East today, 
ranging from the establishment of the Mandate system to current prospects for peace 
negotiations. It will examine identity, ideology, conflict management and resolution, the 
persistence of instability and the influence of outside players, emphasizing cause, effect 
and consequence.  

 
This is an extensive reading course, the success of which depends on close and careful 
engagement with the relevant texts and their reference use in discussion.  

 
The instructor will provide context, background and lessons learned from his own 
experience but success will depend on student’s active participation. 

 
Students should have taken at least one undergraduate course dealing with aspects of the 
Middle East. Those without, but who have a working knowledge of the region, will also 
be considered. 

 
3) Core Reading: 

 
Readings are available either online and on two-hour reserve in the library or both.  A 
solid, comprehensive and concise, if sometimes partial but very synthetic, introduction is 
provided by: The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: A Peoples War, Beverly Milton-Edwards, 
Routledge, 2008. 

mailto:michael.bell@carleton.ca
mailto:mbell@uwindsor.ca
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4) Methodology:  
 

The first two hours of each class will consist of one oral presentation by (a) pre-selected 
student(s) followed by a wide-ranging class discussion of the topic.  

 
Emphasis will be put on the analysis and synthesis of facts and ideas.   

 
The third hour will be devoted to discussion of current issues as they effect the 
implications for conflict resolution and are planned to include foreign Ambassadors, 
interest group leaderships, and subject specific experts dealing inter alia with internal 
Palestinian politics and refugee issues. 

 
There will be a mid-term exam and a research paper. Throughout the course, and for class 
assignments, grades will be based on the ability to: 

 
- examine critical, and successfully integrate, separate events into a larger whole, to 
demonstrate context, meaning and implication; 
 
- explain why events happen, their implications for present and future developments, and 
why political actors comport themselves as they do; 

 
- assess the role of ideology, narrative, religion, legitimacy, economic and social factors 
and governance in determining outcomes; 

 
- appreciate the importance of needs based analysis and perspective in problem solving. 

 
The simple recitation of facts and events is not acceptable. 

 
Potential students should not register unless they plan to attend class faithfully.  

 
If more than two sessions are missed without appropriate documentation, the particular 
student’s participation mark will be lowered by one letter grade. 

 
 

5) Evaluation: 
 

10% - weekly summaries – 1-2 pages double-spaced to be handed in at the beginning of 
each class. 

 
20% - seminar presentation – 30 to 45 minutes with clear, convincing, lucid, well 
organized and compelling arguments, devoid of argot with due attention to grammar and 
sentence structure, with minimal reliance on power points, videos; the presenter will be 
required to submit a bibliography with a minimum of 9 sources, in addition to the set 
course readings; 7 of these readings must be academic. 
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20% - class participation – active participation, demonstrated knowledge, the ability to 
critique, synthesize, analyze, establish context, and establish perspective and relevance 

 
20% - mid-term research paper: students will be asked to research and explore the 
concepts of culture, narrative, identity and nationalism. Extensive background guidance 
will be provided by the instructor: due 26 Feb  
  
30% - final research paper of from 4500 to 5,500 words: topics to be addressed will be 
discussed with student input at mid-term: due 26 April  
 

6) Requirements for written material include: 
 
i) Type face: New Times Roman 12 
ii) Footnotes: Chicago style 
iii) Pages numbered in the lower right hand corner  
iv) Late assignments: A deduction of 2% per assignment per each day 
v) Word count minus footnotes on all written material, save weekly 

summaries. 
 

7) Grade Determination: 
 
As per the University norm, raw scores will be converted to letter grades based on 
University regulations for grading in graduate classes as attached. 

 
 

8) Seminar Subjects and Dates 
 

 
• Introduction: Nationalism and Identity: 08 Jan 

 
a) “The Arab-Israeli Conflict,” Charles Smith, in International Relations in the 

Middle East, Louise Fawcett ed., Oxford University Press, 2009, pp. 31-53. 
 

b) “A socio-psychological approach to conflict analysis and resolution,” 
Herbert Kelman, in Handbook of conflict analysis and resolution, D. Sandole 
ed., Routledge, 2008, pp170-183 
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/hckelman/files/A%20social-
psych%20approach%20to%20conflict%20analysis_2008.pdf  

 
The 2000-2100 presentation will be made by Michael Atallah, Senior Analyst 

 at the Privy Council Office. 
 

 
 

http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/hckelman/files/A%20social-psych%20approach%20to%20conflict%20analysis_2008.pdf
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/hckelman/files/A%20social-psych%20approach%20to%20conflict%20analysis_2008.pdf
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• The Balfour Declaration: 15 Jan 
 

a) Document: The Balfour Declaration: 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/balfour.asp   
 

b) The Arab-Israeli Conflict: A People’s War, Beverly Milton-Edwards, 
Routledge, 2007, pp. 7-30 
 

c) Israel and Palestine, Avi Shlaim, Verso, 2009, pp. 3-24 
 

d) The Balfour Declaration: The Origins of the Arab-Israeli Conflict, Jonathan 
Schneer, Bond Street Books, 2010, pp.303-376 

 
1930-2100 viewing of key elements of the Israeli film “The Gatekeepers.” 
 
  
• Israel’s Emergence: 22 Jan 

 
a) Document: The Palestine Mandate:  

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/palmanda.asp 
 

b) The Israel-Palestine Conflict: A People’s War, Beverly Milton-Edwards, 
Routledge, 2007, pp. 32-97 
 

c) A History of Israel from the Rise of Zionism to Our Time, 
Howard Sachar, Knopf, 2007, pp.116-162 
 

 
• Palestinian Refugees: 29 Jan 

 
a) The Israel-Palestine Conflict: A Peoples War, Beverly Milton-Edwards, 

Routledge, 2009, pp. 99-118 
 

b)  “The Palestine Refugee Issue: A Palestinian Perspective, Abbas Shiblak, 
Chatham House, February 2009, pp. 1-12: 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/papers/view/108973  
 

c) “The Past as Prelude: Negotiating the Palestinian Refugee Issue, Rex Brynen, 
Chatham House, June 2008, pp. 1-23: 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/papers/view/108831  

 
Separate presentations will be made by Shimon Fogel, CEO, The Centre for 
Israel and Jewish Affairs and Professor Alan Dowty, author and Professor 
Emeritus, Notre Dame University 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/balfour.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/palmanda.asp
http://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/papers/view/108973
http://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/papers/view/108831
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• Israeli Identity: 05 Feb  
 

a) The Zionist Ideology, Gideon Shimoni, Brandeis, 1997, pp.389-396 
 

b) “Border Pedagogy in Israel,” William Miles, The Middle East Journal, Vol. 
65, Spring, 2011, pp. 253-277: 
http://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/the_middle
_east_journal/v065/65.2.miles.html  

 
c) “Leap of Faith: Israel’s National Religious and the Israeli-Palestinian 

Conflict, International Crisis Group, Middle East Report #147, Nov 21, 2013, 
executive summary section only required, pp. i-iii 

 
d) The Masada Myth: Collective Memory in Israel, Nachman Ben-Yehuda, The 

University of Wisconsin Press, 1995, pp. 3-49, 228-258 
 
The 2000-2100 presentation will be made by Michael Molloy, former head of the 
Palestine Refugee Working Group and former Ambassador to Jordan 

 
 

• Palestinian Identity: 12 Feb 
 

a) “The Interdependence of Israeli and Palestinian Identities:  The Role of the 
Other in Existential in Conflicts,” Herbert Kelman, Journal of Social Studies, 
Vol.55, #3, http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/0022-4537.00134/full  

 
b) The Question of Palestine, Edward Said, Vintage, 1992, pp. 115-181 

 
c)  Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness, 

Rashid Khalidi, Columbia University Press, 2010, pp. x 145-209 
 

The 2000-2100 presentation will be made by Hussein Hirji, newly returned 
DFATD political officer from the Canadian mission in Ramallah 
 

 
• Israeli Security: 26 Feb  

 
a) Israel’s New Strategic Position, George Friedman,  Stratfor, Dec 03, 2013: 

http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/israels-new-strategic-environment  
 

b) Israel’s Critical Security Requirements for Defensible Borders, Dan Diker 
editor, Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, 2011, pp. 6-100: 
http://www.jpca.org.previewdns.com/text/security/fullstudy.pdf  

http://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/the_middle_east_journal/v065/65.2.miles.html
http://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/the_middle_east_journal/v065/65.2.miles.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/0022-4537.00134/full
http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/israels-new-strategic-environment
http://www.jpca.org.previewdns.com/text/security/fullstudy.pdf
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c) “The Evolution of Israeli Military Strategy: Asymmetry, Vulnerability, Pre-

emption & Deterrence” Gerald Steinberg, Israel Studies An Anthology, 
Mitchell Bard, editor, Oct, 2011, pp. 1-34: 
http://archive.geraldsteinberg/barilanwebsite/policy20%PDFs/evolution_milit
ary_stategy.pdf  
 

The 2000-2100 presentation will be made by Said Hamad, Palestinian Chief 
Representative to Canada 

 
• Settlements: 05 March 

 
a) The Zionist Ideology, Gideon Shimoni, Brandeis, 1997, pp. 333-388 

 
b) The Israeli Palestinian Conflict: A Peoples War, Beverly Milton-Edwards, 

Routlege, 2009, pp. 119-140. 
 
c) “Resettling the West Bank settlers, Brent Sasley, Mira Sucharov, International 

journal, Autumn,2001: http://ijx.sagepub.com/content/66/4/999.full.pdf+html  
 

d) The Settlers and the Struggle over the Meaning of Zionism, Gaudi Taub, Yale 
University Press, pp. 1-64 

 
2000-2100 Discussion of the Mid Term exam results. 
 
• Jerusalem: 12 March 

 
a) Divided Jerusalem, Bernard Wasserstein, Yale University Press, 2008, 

pp.179-238 
 

b) Review: Hassner’s War on Sacred Grounds, Ariel Zellman, World Press, 
2010: http://arielzellman.worldpress.com/2010/04/14/review-hassners-war-
on-sacred-grounds/  

 
c) “Building in Jerusalem: A Strategic Imperative” Efraim Inbar, Perspectives 

Papers, Begin Sadat Center, Dec 05, 2012 
http://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/building-in-jerusalem-a-strategic-
imperative/ 
 

d) “Invisible Settlements in Jerusalem,” Hagit Ofran, Palestine-Israel Journal, 
Vol. 17, #1&2, 2011, pp.35-42: http://pij.org/details.php?id=1283  

 
From 2000-2100 a presentation will be made by the instructor on the Jerusalem 
Old City Initiative.  
 

 

http://archive.geraldsteinberg/barilanwebsite/policy20%25PDFs/evolution_military_stategy.pdf
http://archive.geraldsteinberg/barilanwebsite/policy20%25PDFs/evolution_military_stategy.pdf
http://ijx.sagepub.com/content/66/4/999.full.pdf+html
http://arielzellman.worldpress.com/2010/04/14/review-hassners-war-on-sacred-grounds/
http://arielzellman.worldpress.com/2010/04/14/review-hassners-war-on-sacred-grounds/
http://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/building-in-jerusalem-a-strategic-imperative/
http://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/building-in-jerusalem-a-strategic-imperative/
http://pij.org/details.php?id=1283
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• Conflict Resolution:  19 March 
 
a) “Is the Peace Process Dead?”  Barry Rubin, Israel Journal of Foreign 

Affairs, VI:2, 2012, pp.41-49: http://israelcfr/documents/6-2/6-2-5-
BarryRubin.pdf  
 

b) “Is the Peace Process Dead?” Collette Avital, Israel Journal of Foreign 
Affairs,VI:2,2012,pp35-40:http://israelcfr/documents/6-2/6-2-4-Collette 
Avital.pdf  

 
c) “The Future of Israel and Palestine: Expanding the Debate,” Stephen Walt, 

Middle East Policy Council, 2013, http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-
policy-archives/future-israel-and-palestine-exp.... 

 
d) Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace, Daniel Kurtzer, United States Institute of 

Peace, 2008, pp. 25-73. 
 
The 2000-2100 presentation will be made by Mira Sucharov, Associate Professor 
of Political Science and Assistant Dean in the Faculty of Public Affairs at 
Carleton University. 

 
• Barriers to Conflict Resolution: 26 March 

 
a) “Social-Psychological Barriers to the Israeli Palestinian Conflict: An 

Analysis of Jewish Israeli Society,” Eran Halperin, Jerusalem Institute for 
Israel Studies, Study # 406, pp. 28-52: 
http://jiis.org/?cmd=publication.9&act=read&id=583  

 
b) “Barriers to  Resolution of the Conflict with Israel - The Palestinian 

Perspective,” Yohanan Tzoreff, Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies, Study # 
406, pp. 58-96: http://jiis.org/?cmd=publication.9&act=read&id=583 

 
 

• Conflict Resolution: The One /Two State Conundrum: 02 April 
 

a) “Two States or One? The Future of Israelis and Palestinians” Ian Lustick 
etc., 09 Oct 2013, Middle East Policy Council: http://www.mepc.org/hill-
forums/two-states-or-one-future-israelis-and-palestinians  
 

b) Palestine, the UN and the One-State Solution, James Ron, Middle East Policy 
Council: http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/palestine-
un-and-one-state-solution  

http://israelcfr/documents/6-2/6-2-5-BarryRubin.pdf
http://israelcfr/documents/6-2/6-2-5-BarryRubin.pdf
http://israelcfr/documents/6-2/6-2-4-Collette%20Avital.pdf
http://israelcfr/documents/6-2/6-2-4-Collette%20Avital.pdf
http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/future-israel-and-palestine-exp
http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/future-israel-and-palestine-exp
http://jiis.org/?cmd=publication.9&act=read&id=583
http://jiis.org/?cmd=publication.9&act=read&id=583
http://www.mepc.org/hill-forums/two-states-or-one-future-israelis-and-palestinians
http://www.mepc.org/hill-forums/two-states-or-one-future-israelis-and-palestinians
http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/palestine-un-and-one-state-solution
http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/palestine-un-and-one-state-solution
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c) “Can the Two-State Solution Be Saved” Martti Ahtissaari, Lakhdar Brahimi, 

Jimmy Carter, Chatham House, 24 July 13: 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Meetings/Meeting%20
Transcripts/240713Elders.pdf 

 
The 2000-2100 presentation will be made by Hussein Hirji, newly returned DFATD 
political officer from the Canadian mission in Ramallah 
 

 
9) Additional presentations are being arranged. 

 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 
students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic 
medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a 
disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 
613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered 
with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the 
first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means 
of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the 
student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of 
accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at 
least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This 
can include:   
 

http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Meetings/Meeting%20Transcripts/240713Elders.pdf
http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Meetings/Meeting%20Transcripts/240713Elders.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 
material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass 
a brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 
be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please 
note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert 
this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following 
table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure 
to write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
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instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department 
of Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or 
cuLearn.  As important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the 
student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has 
made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and 
faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all 
political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and 
academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 
larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities 
which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out 
more, visit http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in 
Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is 
the official course outline.  
 

 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety

