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Course Objective: 
 

The chief objective of this course is to prepare students for the PhD comprehensive 
examination in Canadian politics.  Other advanced graduate students are also welcome.  The 
topics to be covered include the constitution, federalism, public administration, parliament, the 
executive, courts, political parties, the electoral system and voting behaviour.  It covers a lot of 
ground but focuses on the principal themes on each subject and the current state of the 
research. 
 

Particular focus will be given to the state of each research area, the methodologies 
employed, and what we do and do not know through the study of Canadian politics. 
 
Course Requirements: 
 

The seminars depend on student participation.  Each class will begin with a presentation 
by one or more students on the themes of the assigned readings - not a summary of them - 
followed by discussion of the themes and readings.  All students must be prepared to 
discuss the assigned readings for each class.   Otherwise, there is no point to the 
seminar. 
 

Evaluation will be based on: 
 

Short Papers:   20 percent 
Book Review:   20 percent  
Research Paper  40 percent 
Participation   20 percent 

 
 
Short Papers:   

Every week before class, each student should submit a 1-2 page paper briefly 
discussing and reacting to that week‟s readings.  They are not summaries, but discussions and 
reactions.  Papers should be e-mailed to jonathan_malloy@carleton.ca by 11:00 PM the night 
before. 

 
 

mailto:jonathan_malloy@carleton.ca


Seminar Participation:  
Each student is expected to be an active participant in each seminar. This requires that 

students read and consider the assigned material prior to each class. Student contributions 
should reflect a careful reading of the material and should generally add to the class discussion. 
While each student should be a frequent participant in discussions, quality of contribution is 
more important than quantity. 
 
Book Review: 
 Each student will write a 1250-1500 word review of one of the following recent books.   
Reviews are due on February 25, following Reading Week.  The review should summarize the 
book but primarily analyze and comment on its strengths and weaknesses. 
 
 David Good, The Politics of Public Money 
 David Smith, The People’s House of Commons 
 Donald Savoie, Court Government and the Collapse of Accountability 

 
Alternative assignment:  Write a 2000 word paper on why the study of Canadian political 
institutions appears to be dominated by men.   
 
Research Paper 
 
 Students will write a 20-25 page research paper on a topic to be mutually agreed upon. 
  
  
Reading List 
 
Week  of January 4  - Introduction 
 
 General introduction to course structure, expectations and materials. 

 Establish presentation schedule 

 
 
Week  of January 11  - Institutions and Institutionalism 
 
 Andre Lecours, ANew Institutionalism: Issues and Questions@ in A. Lecours, ed., New 

Institutionalism: Theory and Analysis (University of Toronto Press, 2006) 
 
 Miriam Smith, AInstitutionalism in the Study of Canadian Politics: The English Canadian 

Tradition@ in Lecours, ed. 
 
 Linda Cardinal, ANew Institutionalism and Political Science in Quebec@ in Lecours, ed. 

 
 Robert Vipond, AThe Comparative Turn: Canadian Contributions to the Theory and 

Practice of Comparative Politics@ (forthcoming, UBC Press)  
 
 
Week  of January 18 - The Constitution and Federalism I 
 
 Alan Cairns, AThe Living Canadian Constitution,@ in D.E. Williams, ed., Constitution, 

Government and Society in Canada: Selected Essays by Alan C. Cairns (McClelland 



and Stewart, 1988). 
 
 Alan Cairns, AThe Governments and Societies of Canadian Federalism,@ Canadian 

Journal of Political Science X:4 (Winter 1977) 695-725  http://www.jstor.org/stable/3230452 

 
 Francois Rocher and Miriam Smith, AThe Four Dimensions of Canadian Federalism@ in 

Rocher and Smith, eds., New Trends in Canadian Federalism (Second Edition) 
(Broadview: 2003)  

 

 Alan Cairns, “The Judicial Committee and Its Critics” Canadian Journal of Political 
Science IV:3 (September 1971)  http://www.jstor.org/stable/3231357 

 
 
Week  of January 25 - Constitution and Federalism II  
 
 Peter Russell, AConstitutional Politics: In A New Era Canada Returns to Old Methods@ in 

Michelmann and de Clercy, eds., Continuity and Change in Canadian Politics: Essays in 
Honour of David Smith (University of Toronto Press, 2006) 

 
 Gregory Tardi,”A Nutshell Reminder of the Evolution of Canada‟s Territories” in 

Christopher Dunn, ed. Provinces:Canadian Provincial Politics (Broadview: 2006) 
 

 Grace Skogstad, “Western Canada and the „Illigitimacy‟ of the Liberal-NDP Coalition  
Government” in Peter H. Russell and Lorne Sossin,. Eds., Parliamentary Democracy in 
Crisis (University of Toronto Press, 2009) 

 

 Gerald Baier, “The Courts, the Division of Powers and Dispute Resolution” in Herman 
Bakvis & Grace Skogstad, eds., Canadian Federalism: Performance, Effectiveness and 
Legitimacy: Second Edition (Don Mills: Oxford University Press, 2008) 

 
 
 

 
Week  of February 1 - Constitutionalism and Federalism III 
 
 Chapters 1, 5, 14, 15 and 18 of  Herman Bakvis & Grace Skogstad, eds., Canadian 

Federalism: Performance, Effectiveness and Legitimacy: Second Edition (Don Mills: 
Oxford University Press, 2008) 

 
o Bakvis and Skogstad, “Canadian Federalism: Performance, Effectiveness and 

Legitimacy” 
 

o Simeon and Nugent, “Parliamentary Canada and Intergovernmental Canada: 
Exploring the Tensions” 

 
o Papillon, “Canadian Federalism and the Emerging Mosaic of Aboriginal Multilevel 

Governance” 
 

o Sancton,“The Urban Agenda” 
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3230452
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3231357


o Bakvis and Skogstad, “Conclusion: Taking Stock of Canadian Federalism” 
 

 Bakvis and Tanguay, “Federalism, Political Parties and the Burden of National Unity: Still 
Making Federalism do the Heavy Lifting?” in Bakvis and Skogstad, eds. Canadian 
Federalism: Performance, Effectiveness and Legitimacy 

 
 
Week  of February 8 - Parliament 
 
 David E. Smith, The People=s House of Commons: Theories of Democracy in 

Contention (University of Toronto Press: Toronto, 2007) 
-Chapters 1, 2 and 7 

 
 C.E.S. Franks, The Parliament of Canada (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987) 

-Chapter 1 “Introduction: Parliament in an Age of  Reform” 
 

-C. E. S. Franks, “To Prorogue or Not to Prorogue: Did the Governor-General Make the 
Right Decision”  and  
-Andrew Heard, eds “The Governor-General‟s Suspension of Parliament: Duty Done or a 
Perilous Precedent?” and 
-Peter H. Russell “Learning to Live with Minority Parliaments” and 
-Graham White, “The Coalition that Wasn‟t: A Lost Reform Opportunity” 
 

  in Peter H. Russell and Lorne Sossin,. Eds., Parliamentary Democracy in Crisis 
(University of Toronto Press, 2009) 

 
 
Week  of February 15 Break 
 
 
Week  of Feburary 22 – Book Reviews Due 

  
Executive (and Senate) 

 
 Donald Savoie, Court Government and the Collapse of Accountability in Canada and the 

United Kingdom (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2008) - Chapters 1 and 12 
 
 Herman Bakvis, APrime Minister and Cabinet in Canada: An Autocracy in Need of 

Reform?@ Journal of Canadian Studies 35:4 (Winter 2001) 
 
 Graham White, Cabinets and First Ministers (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2005) -  Chapters 

2 and 3 
 
 
 
Week  of March 1 - Public Policy and Administration 
 
 Grace Skogstad, AGlobalization and Public Policy: Situating Canadian Analyses,@ 

Canadian Journal of Political Science, 33:4 (2003). 
 



 Karen Bridget Murray, “Governmentality and the Shifting Winds of Policy Studies”  
 

 Stuart Soroka “Agenda-Setting and Issue Definition” 
 

 Rianne Mahon et al, “Policy Analysis in an Era of „Globalization‟: Capturing Spatial 
Dimensions and Scalar Strategies”  

 

 Olena Hankivsky “Gender Mainstreaming in the Canadian Context: „One Step Forward 
and Two Steps Back‟”  
 

All in Michael Orsini and Miriam Smith, Critical Policy Studies (UBC Press: 2007) 
 

        
 Jonathan Malloy, AWhat Makes a State Advocacy Structure Effective? Conflicts Between 

Bureaucratic and Social Movement Criteria,@ Governance 12:3 (1999). 
 
 
Week  of March 8 - Courts 
 
 Janet Hiebert, Charter Conflicts: What is Parliament=s Role? (Montreal: McGill-Queen=s 

University Press, 2002)  Chapter 1 and 2 
 
 Miriam Smith, “„„Ghosts of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council: Group Politics 

and Charter Litigation in Canadian Political Science,‟‟ Canadian Journal of Political 
Science  (March 2002) 
o Also replies by Knopff/Morton and Smith  

 

 Ran Hirschl, “Canada‟s Contribution to the Comparative Study of Rights and Judicial 
Review” in in Robert Vipond et al, eds., The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political 
Science (UBC Press: 2008) 

 
 

 Judy Fudge, “The Canadian Charter of Rights: Recognition, Redistribution, and the 
Imperialism of the Courts” in Tom Campbell,  Keith Ewing,  Adam Tomkins , eds., Sceptical 
Essays on Human Rights (Oxford University Press, 2001) 

 
 
 
Week  of March 15 – The Electoral System 
 
 Alan Cairns, AThe Electoral System and the Party System in Canada, 1921-1965"  

Canadian Journal of Political Science 1:1 (1968) 55-80. 
 
 Dennis Pilon, The Politics of Voting: Reforming Canada's Electoral System  (Emond 

Montgomery: 2007) 
 



 
 
Week  of March 22 - Political Parties 
 
 R. Kenneth Carty, et al, Rebuilding Canadian Party Politics (Vancouver: UBC Press, 

2000) – Chapter 2 
 

 Janine Brodie and Jane Jenson, “Piercing the Smokescreen: Stability and Change in 
Brokerage Politics” in Brian Tanguay and Alain-G Gagnon, eds. Canadian Parties in 
Transition (Third Edition) (Broadview/UTP: 2007) 

 
 
  A. Brian Tanguay, “What‟s So Bad about Cultivating our Own Theoretical Gardens? The 

Study of Political Parties in Canada” in Robert Vipond et al, eds., The Comparative Turn 
in Canadian Political Science (UBC Press: 2008) 

 
 
 
Week  of March 29 - Elections 
 
 Elisabeth Gidengil “Canada Votes: A Quarter Century of Election Studies” Canadian 

Journal of Political Science (June 2002) http://www.jstor.org/stable/3229444 

 
 Harold Clarke, et al, Absent Mandate: Canadian Electoral Politics in an Era of 

Restructuring 3rd edition (Vancouver: Gage Publishing, 1996) pages 1-25 & 120-145. 
 

 Renan Levine and James Farney, “Canadian Voting Behaviour in Comparative Perspective” 
in Robert Vipond et al, eds., The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political Science (UBC 
Press: 2008) 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for 
a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 
centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. 
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your 
needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this 
course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by November 16, 2009 for December 
examinations and March 12, 2010 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3229444


For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one‟s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else‟s published or unpublished material, regardless 
of the source, and presenting these as one‟s own without proper citation or reference to the original 
source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in 
part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another‟s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another‟s works and/or 
failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 
written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course‟s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include 
a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No 
Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the 
course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the 
Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work 
and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science 
will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the Connect email 
system. It is the student‟s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, 
debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours 
academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to 
instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 



benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton 
University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline. 
 

 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com

