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Course Objectives and Format: 
 

The chief objective of this course is to prepare students for the PhD comprehensive examination 
in Canadian politics.  Other advanced graduate students are also welcome.  The topics to be covered 
include the constitution, federalism, public administration, parliament, the executive, courts, political 
parties, the electoral system and voting behaviour.  It covers a lot of ground but focuses on the principal 
themes on each subject and the current state of the research.  Particular focus will be given to the state 
of each research area, the methodologies employed, and what we do and do not know through the 
study of Canadian politics. 
 

This course is arranged differently than most.  Jonathan Malloy will act as the course 
coordinator, but most weeks will feature a visiting faculty member or other scholar expert in that week’s 
topic.  The visiting participants will select the readings and, along with the course coordinator, lead 
discussion every week.   The course coordinator will be primarily responsible for evaluation. 

 
As this is a somewhat ad hoc arrangement, a full syllabus is not immediately available and there 

may be other unforeseen administrative issues from time to time.  However, we expect that this team 
approach will ultimately benefit students more than a traditional single-instructor arrangement and that 
it will be an excellent learning experience.  

 
There are no required books for this course.  Readings will consist primarily of articles and book 

chapters selected by that week’s visitor.  We will try to give as much notice as possible for preparation 
and ensure readings are available at no or minimal cost.   

 
 

Course Requirements: 
 
The seminars depend on student participation.   All students must be prepared to discuss all 

the assigned readings for each class.   Otherwise, there is no point to the seminar.  The exact format of 
class will probably vary week-to-week because of the team-teaching approach.  However, as part of 
their class preparation students should prepare some preliminary questions and ideas every week that 
will be used to start off discussion. 
 



Evaluation will be based on: 
Reaction Papers   20 percent 
Participation     20 percent 
Review Papers/Book Review  60 percent  
 

 
Reaction Papers:   

Every week before class, each student should submit a 1-2 page paper briefly discussing and 
reacting to that week’s readings.  They are not summaries, but discussions and reactions.  Papers should 
be e-mailed to jonathan.malloy@carleton.ca by 11 PM the day before class.  They will normally be 
graded on a pass/fail basis. 
 
Seminar Participation:  

Each student is expected to be an active participant in each seminar. This requires that students 
read and consider the assigned material prior to each class. Student contributions should reflect a 
careful reading of the material and should generally add to the class discussion. While each student 
should be a frequent participant in discussions, quality of contribution is more important than quantity. 
At a later point in the term, a system of presentations may also be arranged. 
 
Review Papers 
 Each student will write papers of about 1500-2000 words each on three of the weekly topics.  
These papers are due at the beginning of class for that week’s topic.   These papers should demonstrate 
an advanced understanding of the topic in question, drawing primarily from the week’s assigned 
readings.  The reviews should assess the general state of scholarship in the field, including: 
  -its overall strengths and weaknesses 
  -areas that appear over-studied and ones where there seem to be gaps 
  -consistency and change in the intellectual themes and questions 
The reviews should also apply the frameworks for institutionalism and comparative study discussed in 
the second week and what they tell us about scholarship in the field.   
 

Alternative – In place of one review paper, students may choose to write a book review on a 
recent scholarly book in Canadian political science related to the course topics.  The review 
should be about 1500 words long and offer an analysis, not merely a summary, of the book and 
its scholarly contributions.  Suggested works include: 
 
David Smith, Across the Aisle: Opposition in Canadian Politics  (or any other recent work by 
Smith) 
David Good, The Politics of Public Money   
Trimble, Arscott and Tremblay, eds., Stalled: The Representation of Women in Canadian 
Governments  
Kelly Blidook, Constituency Influence in Parliament: Countering the Centre 
David Zussman, Off and Running: The Prospects and Pitfalls of Government Transitions in 
Canada  
Royce Koop, Grassroots Liberals: Organizing for Local and National Politics 
-other possible books can be discussed with the course coordinator 
 

Apart from the weekly reaction pieces, all written assignments should be written in proper essay style 
using an accepted political science citation system. 

mailto:jonathan.malloy@carleton.ca


 
Schedule 
 
September 9   - Introduction 
 
General introduction to course. 
  
 
September 16 – Course Themes: 
  Institutions, Institutionalism and Canada in Comparative Perspective (J. Malloy) 
 
Andre Lecours, “New Institutionalism: Issues and Questions” in A. Lecours, ed., New Institutionalism: 
Theory and Analysis (University of Toronto Press, 2006) 
 
Miriam Smith, “Institutionalism in the Study of Canadian Politics: The English Canadian Tradition” in 
Lecours, ed. 
 
Linda Cardinal, “New Institutionalism and Political Science in Quebec” in Lecours, ed. 
 
Robert Vipond, “The Comparative Turn: Canadian Contributions to the Theory and Practice of 
Comparative Politics” in L. White et al, The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political Science (UBC Press, 
2008) 
 
Alan C. Cairns, “Where Do We Go From Here?” in White et al. , eds.  
 
 
September 23 
 The Constitution (J. Malloy) 
 
Peter Russell, Constitutional Odyssey (Third Edition) (University of Toronto Press, 2004) – especially 

Chapters 1-3 and 12 
 
Alan C. Cairns, “The Living Canadian Constitution” in D.E. Williams, ed., Constitution, Government and 
Society in Canada: Selected Essays by Alan C. Cairns (McClelland and Stewart, 1988). 
 
Alan C. Cairns, “The Governments and Societies of Canadian Federalism,” Canadian Journal of Political 
Science “ (Winter 1977) 695-725  http://www.jstor.org/stable/3230452 
 
Alan C. Cairns, “The Judicial Committee and Its Critics” Canadian Journal of Political Science IV: 
(September 1971)  http://www.jstor.org/stable/3231357 
 
 
 
September 30 
 Federalism (R. Iacovino)  
 
October 7  
 The Charter of Rights and Freedoms (R. Jhappan)  

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3230452
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3231357


 
October 14  
 Parliament  (Gary Levy, Visiting Scholar, Bell Chair) 
 
October 21 
 Executive (TBA) 
 
OCTOBER 28 – FALL BREAK 
 
November 4 
 Public Policy and Administration (J. Malloy) 
 
November 11 
 TBA    (Coordinator Away) 
 
 
November 18 
 The Electoral System  (W. Cross) 
 
November 25  
 Political Parties (TBA)  
 
December 2  
 Elections  (J. Pammett) 
 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
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For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 



 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
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