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PSCI 3606 A 

Canadian Foreign Policy 
8:35 a.m. – 11:25 a.m. Fridays 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 
Instructor: Krystel Carrier  
Office: B 646 Loeb  
Office Hours: 11:30-12:30, Friday  
Phone: 613 520 2600 ext. 1598 (no voicemail) 
Email: krystel.carrier@carleton.ca 
 
 
Course description: 
 
This course is intended to provide an overview of major themes in the study and practice of Canadian Foreign 
Policy (CFP). We will conduct a historical overview focusing on the post-World War II period, discuss the 
international environment in which Canada is situated, and explore domestic sources of CFP. We will look at 
the main traditions and critical approaches to the study of CFP, as well as the decision-making processes that 
shape the conduct of CFP. You will discuss several contemporary issues in CFP, ranging from the role of the 
Canadian Forces to environmental protection and international investments in Canada. 
 
The course is structured in an interactive format that is designed to maximize your learning experience. During 
the first part of the semester, we will cover the traditional aspects that a course on CFP would address through a 
survey of the main debates in the field. The second part of the semester will focus on exposing students to a 
range of issues in CFP through presentations as a means of developing your expertise in the field. This covers 
the first two hours of every class: the last hour of each class will be dedicated to small-group exercises where 
you will gain first-hand knowledge of the tools that Canadian diplomats use in their day-to-day job. Through 
hands-on learning, you will learn how to write a briefing note, prepare speaking points, design a briefing binder 
for a senior official, conduct a media scan, craft an amendment to a United Nations Security Council 
Resolution, etc.  
 
By the end of this course, you should be able to: 
 

• have a solid foundation in the theory and practice of CFP; 
• discuss the current formulation of CFP in an atmosphere of critical inquiry;  
• advance your critical analysis and research skills; and 
• be familiar with the tools used in the making of CFP. 

 
The learning objectives of the course therefore include the development of oral, written, and research skills 
through general class discussions and various assignments, and the constant need to read and analyze large 
amounts of complex and often contradictory material.   
 
Texts 
 
Required textbook available for purchase in the University Bookstore: 

 
Duane Bratt and Christopher Kukucha (eds). Readings in Canadian Foreign Policy: Classic Debates and New 
Ideas. (Toronto: Oxford UP, 2011, Second Edition).  
 
 



 
Evaluations and Term Work 
 
20% In-class participation 
20% Book review – due in class on October 4, 2013 
20% Presentation of case study (November 8-December 6) 
40% Major research paper – due in class on November 8, 2013 
 
In-class Participation 20%  
 
This course requires that students engage in classroom discussion. As such, it is designed to encourage students 
to prepare for discussing the readings and topics in class, and justify their arguments based on evidence. 
Students should feel welcome to express their views, and actively engage in discussions as appropriate. This 
course is run in a seminar format. Time will be divided between presentations from the instructor followed by 
student-led discussions. Students are expected to have read all required readings in advance of each class.  
 
Students are required to participate actively, particularly during the last hour of class from Week 3 (September 
20) to Week 8 (October 25)  in a small group hands-on learning activity. Groups of 5 students will be formed 
during Week 2; these will be your teammates for the semester. You will have a task every week from Week 3 to 
Week 8 that is to be accomplished in class. This task will not be evaluated; the purpose is simply to expose you 
a range of tools used in the formulation of CFP. At the end of the semester, students will submit an evaluation 
of their teammates’ level of participation in the group on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest level of 
participation possible, and will attach a short  written rationale for their evaluation. The cumulative score given 
to you by your peers will constitute your participation grade. A template will be provided, and peer evaluations 
are due at the beginning of class on November 8. These evaluations will be vetted by the Instructor through her 
own weekly observations of your participation (both during the group activity and during class discussions in 
the lecture portion of the class).  
 
Book Review 20% 
 
You will compose a book review of approximately 1,000 words. It is due at the beginning of class on October 
4th. A book review is both a description (approximately 250 words) and an evaluation (approximately 750 
words) of a book. It should focus on the book’s purpose, contents, and authority. The book review should 
address your impressions of the arguments of the book: 
 

1. From what point of view is the work written? 
2. What is the author's style? Is it formal or informal? Does it suit the intended audience?  
3. Are concepts clearly defined? How well are the author's ideas developed? What areas are covered/not 

covered? Why? This helps to establish the book’s authority. 
4. How accurate is the information in the book? Check outside sources if necessary. 
5. If relevant, make note of the book’s format - layout, binding, typography, etc. Are there maps, 

illustrations? Do they aid understanding? 
6. Check the back matter. Is the index accurate? What sources did the author use - primary or secondary? 

How does s/he make use of them? Make note of important omissions. 
7. If the book was published more than 5 years ago, in what ways is it still relevant to the study of CFP 

today? 
8. Finally, what has the book accomplished? Is further work needed? Compare the book to others by this 

author or by others.  
9. Try to find further information about the author - his/her reputation, qualifications, influences, etc. - any 

information that is relevant to the book being reviewed and that would help to establish the author’s 
authority.  
 
 
 



 
Appropriate book titles include, but are not limited to: 
 

• At Home in the World 
• Canada and UN Peacekeeping: Cold War by 

other Means 
• Canadian Foreign Policy in Critical 

Perspective 
• While Canada Slept: How We Lost our 

Place in the World 
• Empire to Umpire: Canada and the World to 

the 1990s 
• Canadian Foreign Policy, 1945-2000: Major 

Documents and Speeches 
• Canada and the World Order 
• Canada in the World: Internationalism in 

Canadian Foreign Policy 
• History of Canadian Foreign Policy  
• Ethics and Security in Canadian Foreign 

Policy 
• Canada and the Age of Conflict 
• Canadian Foreign Policy: Selected Cases 
• Global Good Samaritans  
• (Re) Defining Traditions: Gender and 

Canadian Foreign Policy 
• Canada’s International Policies: Agendas, 

Alternatives, and Politics 

• An Independent Foreign Policy for Canada? 
Challenges and Choices for the Future 

• Navigating a New World: Canada’s Global 
Future 

• Intent for a Nation: What is Canada for? 
• The Unexpected War: Canada in Kandahar 
• Struggling for Effectiveness: CIDA and 

Canadian Foreign Aid 
• In the National Interest: Canadian Foreign 

Policy and the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade, 1909-2009 

• A Two-Edged Sword: The Navy as an 
Instrument of Canadian Foreign Policy 

• Diplomatic Departures: The Conservative 
Era in Canadian Foreign Policy, 1984 - 93 

• Human Rights in Canadian Foreign Policy 
• Discovering the Americas: The Evolution of 

Canadian Foreign Policy Towards Latin 
America 

• The Better Part of Valour: Essays on 
Canadian Diplomacy 

• Trudeau: A Study in Decisionmaking 
• The Black Book of Canadian Foreign Policy 
• An Independent Foreign Policy for Canada? 
• Canada Looks Abroad 

 
*If you choose to review a book that is not listed above, please consult with the Instructor first. 
 
Major Research Paper 40%  
 
Students are required to write one research paper, which is due at the beginning of class on November 15. All 
work must be submitted on time and on paper, in order to avoid penalty.   
 
The essay should be approximately 6,000 words (about 15 pages, Time News Roman font size 12), including 
footnotes (please include a word count on the title page). Students are asked to design a clear research question, 
and to select one case study in Canadian Foreign Policy to answer this question through a literature review. 
References from the course syllabus can be used, but students are strongly encouraged to find other academic 
publications as well. All topics must be proposed (and approved) by September 20.  
 
Your paper will be graded for: 
 

• Content: clarity of your research question, consistency of the central argument, relevance of the analysis, 
ability to synthesize material, and strength of your thesis (50%). 

• Research: the relevance and quality of your sources, and the argumentation based on the relevant 
literature (30%). 

• Structure: general organization of your paper, and the quality of your introduction and conclusion 
(10%). 

• Style and Language Quality: quality and consistency of the reference system, bibliography, grammar, 
and syntax (10%). 

 



 
Examples of research questions include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Is Canadian Foreign Policy making shaped by interests or values?  
• Is multilateralism (or internationalism, or bilateralism, etc.) the dominant approach in the practice of 

Canadian Foreign Policy? 
• Does Canada have an independent foreign policy? 
• What is the role of the provinces in the formulation of Canadian Foreign Policy? 
• What is the role of non-governmental organizations in Canadian Foreign Policy? 
• What is the future of Canada’s “Whole of Government Approach” in the post-Afghanistan era? 

 
You would then use one contemporary or historical case-study to answer your research question. Examples of 
case studies include:  Canada’s decision not to sign the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, 
Canada’s decision to send peacekeepers to Haiti with Brazil, the negotiation of a free trade agreement with the 
European Union, Canada’s support for the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, etc. 
 
Social Media Presentation 20% 
 
Each student will present a social media-based overview of their research paper in class. You should aim to 
produce a presentation intended for social media (could include, but is not limited to: a YouTube, Animoto, or 
Prezi presentation, or an awareness campaign using Twitter or Facebook, or a podcast, or even a HuffPost Live 
segment) that summarizes the key points of your paper. It should take an average person about 5 minutes to 
view (or listen to, or read) your social media product. The social media presentation must introduce the major 
research question, the research process that was undertaken to answer that question, and the results.  Be creative 
– you could create a product from the point of view of a government department disseminating a message to the 
general public, or from an NGO attempting to raise awareness. You will then share your work in class. Spend 
about 2-3 minutes introducing your product, and then show us the actual product. With your permission, I may 
then submit the best presentations to the university to be featured on its website. A presentation schedule will be 
organized during the second week of class – presentations will run from November 8 to December 6. 
 
Your presentation will be graded for: 
 

• Content: accuracy and originality of the facts and evidence presented, both orally and visually; clarity of 
key points; adequacy and persuasiveness of presentation; use of appropriate range and quantity of 
sources, clear identification of sources (40%) 

• Style and language quality: smoothness of flow; holds the audience’s attention; spontaneity (sparing use 
of notes, no reading aloud) (25%) 

• Social media communications: appropriate and interesting use of social media tool(s) (25%) 
• Structure: orderliness, purposefulness, clear identification of topics to be addressed (10%) 

 
A few useful links to peruse before you start working on your social media presentation: 
 
http://www.socialbrite.org/sharing-center/tutorials/  
http://www.howto.gov/social-media 
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/resources/educational-technologies/netsavvy/presentation-
tools 
https://sites.google.com/site/kratzwilkesfinalproject/home/prezi 
 
Late Penalty 

 
The penalty for late papers is 1/3 of a letter grade per day (e.g. B+ to B to B-, etc.), including weekends and 
holidays. Papers must be handed in class to be considered on time. Papers delivered to the Political Science 
drop-box, including those delivered before 4 pm on the day that an assignment is due, will be considered late. 

http://www.socialbrite.org/sharing-center/tutorials/
http://www.howto.gov/social-media
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/resources/educational-technologies/netsavvy/presentation-tools
https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/resources/educational-technologies/netsavvy/presentation-tools
https://sites.google.com/site/kratzwilkesfinalproject/home/prezi


Extensions and make-up tests are not granted, except in exceptional circumstances and consistent with the 
University’s guidelines. Be prepared to provide all the relevant documentation. 
 
Schedule 
 
 
Date Topic Assigned Readings 

Sept 
6 

Intro to 
Foreign 
Policy 

Analysis 

Chapter 4 – Dewitt and Kirton in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Gustavsson, Jakob. "How Should We Study Foreign Policy Change?" Cooperation and 
Conflict. (Vol. 34, No. 1, 1999). 
 

Sept 
13 

CFP and IR: 
Values and 

Interests 
Debate 

Gecelovsky, Paul. “Constructing a Middle Power: Ideas and Canadian Foreign Policy”. 
Canadian Foreign Policy Journal. (Vol. 15, Issue 1, 2009).  
 
Stairs, Denis. “Myths, Morals, and Reality in Canadian Foreign Policy”. International 
Journal. (Spring, 2003). 
 
Gideon Rose. “Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy”. World Politics. 
(Vol. 51, No. 1, October 1998).   
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/world_politics/v051/51.1er_brown.html 
 

Sept 
20 

Dominant 
Approaches 

to CFP 
 

Briefing Note 

Chapter 5 – Bow and Lennox in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Chapter 7 – Neufeld in Bratt and Kukucha 
 

Sept 
27 

Critical 
Approaches 

to CFP 
 

The Media 

Chapter 6 – Turenne-Sjolander and Trevelen in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Jeffrey Simpson. “Where in the World is Canada's Foreign Policy Debate?” Globe and 
Mail. (April 6, 2011). 
 
Kyle Matthews. “What Happened to Canada’s Big Ideas?” Montreal Gazette. (July 21, 
2013).  
 

Oct 4 

History of 
CFP from the 

Second 
World War to 

9/11 
 

Briefing 
Book: the 
Table of 
Contents 

Chapter 3 – Holmes and Keating in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Read at least one of: 
 
Adam Chapnick. “Lester Pearson and the Concept of Peace: Enlightened Realism with 
a Human Touch.” Peace & Change (Vol. 35, No. 1, January 2010). 
 
Adam Chapnick. “Victims of their own Success? Canadians and their Foreign Policy at 
the Onset of the Cold War.” Zeitschrift für Kanada-Studien (Vol. 30, No. 1, 2010). 
  
Adam Chapnick. “The Golden Age: A Canadian Foreign Policy Paradox.” 
International Journal. (Vol. 64, No. 1, Winter 2008-09). 
 

Oct 
11 

Domestic 
Sources of 

CFP 
 

Whole of 

Gavin Buchan. “Breaking Down the Silos: Managing the Whole of Government Effort 
in Afghanistan”. Canadian Forces Journal. (Vol. 10, No. 4, 2010).  
http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/vol10/no4/doc/13-buchan-eng.pdf 
 
Read at least two of the following chapters: Chapters 12 (Gecelovsky), 13 (English) 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/world_politics/v051/51.1er_brown.html
http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/vol10/no4/doc/13-buchan-eng.pdf


Government 
Work 

and 14 (Dutil) in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
 

Oct 
18 

External 
Sources of 

CFP 
 

Reading a 
Security 
Council 

Resolution 

Chapter 8 – Barry in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Read one of: 
 
Robert Cox. “A Canadian Dilemma: The United States or the World”. International 
Journal. (Vol. 60, No. 3, 2005). 
 
or 
 
Kenneth M. Holland, “How Unipolarity Impacts Canada’s Engagement with the North  
Atlantic Treaty Organization”. Canadian Foreign Policy Journal. (Vol. 18, No. 1, 
2012). 
 
And read one of:  
 
“A Great Small Country on the International Scene: Looking back at Canada and the 
United Nations.” International Journal. (Vol. 67, No. 4, Autumn 2012). 
 
or  
 
Keating, Tom. “Multilateralism: Past Imperfect, Future Conditional.” Canadian 
Foreign Policy. (Vol. 16, No. 2, July 2010). 
 
or 
 
“Canada’s Failed Campaign for the UN Security Council: 10 Unanswered Questions”. 
Policy Options. (Vol. 32, No. 2, February 2011). 
 

Oct 
25 

The 
Provinces 

and Foreign 
Policy 

 
The Non-

governmental 
Perspective 

Chapter 15 – Kukucha in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Chapter 16 – Roussel and Boucher in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Earl H. Fry, “Federalism and the Evolving Cross‐ Border Role of Provincial, State, and 
Municipal Governments”. International Journal. (Vol. 60, No. 2, Spring 2005). 
  

 
Nov 1 

 

 
 

No class – Fall term reading week 
 

Social media presentations begin next week! 
 

Peer assessment of participation is due next week! 
 

Major research paper is due in 2 weeks! 
 

Nov 8 Canada in 
Afghanistan 

Chapter 18 – Brat in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Jean-Christophe Boucher. “Selling Afghanistan: A Discourse Analysis of Canada’s 
Military Intervention, 2001-08”. International Journal. (Summer 2009). 
 



Alexander Moens. “Afghanistan and the Revolution in Canadian Foreign Policy”. 
International Journal. (Summer, 2008). 

Nov 
15 

Peacekeeping 
and 

Humanitarian 
Intervention 

Read at least two of: 
 
Kim Richard Nossal, “Ear Candy: Canadian Policy toward Humanitarian Intervention 
and Atrocity Crimes in Darfur”. International Journal. (Vol. 60, No. 4, Autumn 2005).  
 
Walter Dorn. “Canadian Peacekeeping: Proud Tradition, Strong Future?” Canadian 
Foreign Policy Journal. (Volume 12, Issue 2, 2005).  
 
Robert W. Murray and John McCoy. “From Middle Power to Peacebuilder: The Use of 
the Canadian Forces in Modern Canadian Foreign Policy”. American Review of 
Canadian Studies. (Vol 40, Issue 2, 2010).   
 
Marie-Joelle Zahar. “Intervention, Prevention, and the ‘Responsibility to Protect’: 
Considerations for Canadian Foreign Policy”. International Journal. (Summer, 2005). 

 

Nov 
22 

Development 
Assistance 

Chapter 26 – Brown in Bratt and Kukucha 
 
Chapter 27 – Black in Bratt and Kukucha 

 

Nov 
29 Gender 

Vivian Huges. “Women, Gender and Canadian Foreign Policy, 1909-2009”. British 
Journal of Canadian Studies. (Vol. 23, No. 2, 2010). 
 
Howell, Alison. “Peaceful, Tolerant, and Orderly? A Feminist Analysis of Discourses 
of ‘Canadian Values’ in Canadian Foreign Policy.”  Canadian Foreign Policy. (Spring 
2005). 

 

Dec 6 Course 
Summation 

Chapter 1 - John Kirton, “The 10 Most Important Books on Canadian Foreign Policy”.  
 
Claire Turenne Sjolander and Heather A. Smith. “The Practice, Purpose, and Perils of 
List-Making: A Response to John Kirton’s ‘10 Most Important Books on Canadian 
Foreign Policy’”. International Journal. (Vol. 65, No. 3, Summer 2010). 

 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities 
(LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability 
requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal 
evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam 
requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure 
accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for 
the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in writing to 
their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during 
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than 
two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis 
between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic 
disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rcfp20?open=12#vol_12
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcfp20/12/2
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rarc20?open=40#vol_40
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in 
Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the 
instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be 
required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of 
ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and 

presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 
• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by 

someone else; 
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 

acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 
• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing to use 

quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written permission of 

the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The Associate Deans of the 
Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of 
work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade 
of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination on 
research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-stamped in 
the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. 
Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the 
instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter grade or to the 
university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final exam will result 
in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the 
Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they 
have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via 
official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University information is 
distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 



Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to provide a 
social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, 
CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members 
can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. 
To find out more, visit http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline.  
 
 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety
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