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Theme of the Course: 
 
THE ATTRACTIONS AND DANGERS OF POLITICAL WHOLENESS 
 
Both classical thought and religious revelation assign a higher rank to our existence as communal 
beings concerned with virtue, duty and transcendence than to individualism. By contrast, 
individualism is one of the hallmarks of modern political thought.  
But no sooner was this modern project launched than it was criticized on all sides.  The aim of 
this course is to explore how, beginning with Rousseau and Hegel, certain modern thinkers tried 
to reverse the emphasis of modernity on individualism, materialism and an exclusive concern 
with rights at the expense of duties.  
Rousseau begins the rebellion against this modern outlook as alienating and spiritually 
degrading, calling for a return to ancient virtue (his critique is summed up in his contemptuous 
use of the term "bourgeois" to characterize modern individualistic man, anticipating Nietzsche's 
disgust with what he takes to be the "herd-man" of contemporary democratic morality). Then, 
with Rousseau's successors, German Idealism and the Philosophy of Freedom, we begin to see a 
turn to History as providing a new account of the whole that might combine the noblest aspects 
of modernity (its emphasis on freedom of conscience, freedom of thought and resistance to 
tyranny) with the classical and Christian emphasis on our place within the Great Chain of Being. 
Our main aim, then, will be to focus on this attempt to return to a holistic account of life 
analogous to that of the ancients, but one that, at least initially with Hegel, tries to salvage what 
is best about modernity as well. That new approach begins with Hegel, who in effect replaces the 
teleological cosmos of the ancients with a teleology of historical progress, and in turn sparks a 
vigorous internal debate about the meaning of historical existence and its implications for civic, 
religious and aesthetic life carried on by Nietzsche and Heidegger.  
That debate also draws our attention to the dangers of illiberal political alternatives arising from 
an unhealthy nostalgic longing for a return to the distant origins and destiny of "the people." We 
must also engage the disturbing question: If History provides the only standard for evaluating 
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politics, do we not run the risk of merely ratifying the status quo, of legitimizing whoever turns 
out to be the winner in the struggle for power and prestige? 
 
 
Requirements and Basis of Grading: 
 
1)  A term paper of 20 pages double-spaced typed to be submitted at my office at 12 noon on the 
last day of the Winter term, April 7.  Worth 50% of grade. 
 
2)  Weekly oral presentations on the readings on an equally rotating basis.  Worth 50% of grade. 
 
Further details regarding the term paper and oral presentations will be discussed in class. 
 
Texts: On order at Bookstore (B) or on reserve in Political Science Resource Centre (C): 
All Required 
 
Plato, THE SYMPOSIUM (B) 
 
Thomas Hobbes, LEVIATHAN (B) 
 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, FIRST AND SECOND DISCOURSES (B) and DREAMS OF A 
SOLITARY WALKER (C) 
 
Immanuel Kant, GROUNDWORK OF THE METAPHYSICS OF MORALS (B) 
 
Friedrich Schiller, LETTERS ON THE AESTHETIC EDUCATION OF MAN (B) 
 
F.W.J. Schelling,  BRUNO OR ON THE NATURAL AND THE DIVINE PRINCIPLE OF 
THINGS (C) 
 
G.W.F. Hegel, THE PHENOMENOLOGY OF SPIRIT (B) 
 
William Wordsworth, THE PRELUDE (C) 
 
Friedrich Nietzsche, BEYOND GOOD AND EVIL (C) 
 
Heinrich Heine, POLITICS AND PHILOSOPHY IN GERMANY ( C ) 
 
Martin Heidegger, INTRODUCTION TO METAPHYSICS (B) and THE SELF-
OVERCOMING OF THE GERMAN UNIVERSITY (C) 
 
Leo Strauss, GERMAN NIHILISM (C) and PROGRESS OR RETURN? (C) 
 
Franz Fanon, THE WRETCHED OF THE EARTH (C) 
 
Jurgen Habermas, KNOWLEDGE AND HUMAN INTERESTS (C) 



 
NB:  The Baillie translation of Hegel is now available free on the internet.  I have ordered 
Miller’s because it is readily available in print.  Baillie’s translation is in my view better, and he 
provides invaluable prefaces that explain each section including the specific historical context.  
On the other hand, Miller’s translation includes Hegel’s own section numbers and his language is 
less ornate.  Many texts are becoming available free on line as their copyright expires.  You can 
also find Schiller’s LETTERS there.   
 
 
Schedule of Readings:   
 
January 5.   Introductory remarks.  
 
January 12.  Plato Symposium.  Hobbes, Leviathan, Epistle Dedicatory, chs. 1-22. 
 
January 19.  Rousseau, First and Second Discourses;   Dreams of a Solitary Walker no. 5. 
 
January 26.  Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Parts 1 and 2.  Schiller, Letters on 
the Aesthetic Education of Man,  numbers 1 - 10.   Schelling, Bruno, or On the Natural and 
Divine Principle of Things,  pgs.209-223. 
 
February 2.   Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit.  Readings are by section number in the Miller 
translation.  Preface (1-41); Introduction. 
 
February 9.   Hegel continued.  Morality, Spirit and Ethical Life (438-484).  Absolute Freedom 
and Terror (582-599; 632-671).   Wordsworth, The Prelude, Bk. 11. 
 
WINTER BREAK 
 
February 23.  Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, Books 1 to 5. 
 
March 2.  Nietzsche continued, Books 6 to 9.  Heine, Politics and Philosophy in Germany, pgs. 
143-162. 
 
March 9.   Heidegger, Introduction to Metaphysics, Parts 1 and 2. 
 
March 16.  Heidegger continued, Part 3.  Heidegger, “On the Self-Overcoming of the German 
University.”  Strauss, “German Nihilism.” 
 
March 23.  Habermas, Knowledge and Human Interests, pgs.301-350.  Fanon, The Wretched of 
the Earth. pgs. 35-106.  Strauss, “Progress or Return?”   
 
March 30.  Concluding remarks.   Musical interlude: The Musical Context for German 
Philosophy and Politics – Beethoven, Schubert, Wagner, Richard Strauss, Kurt Weil.     Film 
interlude: Political Wholeness and Propaganda – Leni Riefenstahl’s TRIUMPH OF THE WILL. 
 
Academic Accommodations 



 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for 
a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 
centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. 
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your 
needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this 
course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by November 16, 2009 for December 
examinations and March 12, 2010 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless 
of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original 
source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in 
part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or 

failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 

written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include 
a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 



Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No 
Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the 
course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the 
Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work 
and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science 
will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the Connect email 
system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, 
debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours 
academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to 
instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton 
University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline. 
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