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Carleton University      FALL/Winter 2011/12  
Department of Political Science 
 

FYSM 1602A 
Selected Topics in Political Science: Topic – 

Democratization in Eastern Europe: Post-Communist Transformations 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 4:05 – 17:25 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 

Instructor: Dr. K.C. Fitzpatrick 
Office: Loeb D646 
Office Hours: Thursdays: 10-11 am 
Email:kfitzpat@connect.carleton.ca 
 

Course Content:   

This course is intended as an introduction to the history, society and politics of Eastern 
Europe in an international context. It will focus on the emergence of Eastern European 
nation-states from their origin in the fall of the Austro-Hungarian empire following the 
first world war, the failure of inter-war liberalism and their experience with fascism 
during the second world war, their subsequent absorption into the Soviet bloc following 
world war two, communism and its collapse in 1989 and post-communist transition to 
democracy.   
 
The Fall Term will introduce students to the political emergence of the modern 
European nation-state system and the development of liberal democracy, fascism and 
communism in the early 20th century. A historical survey of each of the regimes in 
Eastern Europe will examine nationalism, fascism and communist ideology and the rise 
and fall of communist regimes in each of the Eastern Bloc States. Solidarity struggles, 
independence movements and the velvet revolution will be studied as the more violent 
wars of ethnic nationalism in the former Yugoslavia and greater Balkan region. 
   
The Winter Term will examine East European democratization and the transformation 
of political, economic and social institutions and structures an era of EU expansion and 
globalization.  The challenges and opportunities of post-communist transition will be 
studied through topics such democratic pluralism in parties and electoral participation, 
constitutional change, EU expansion, security and NATO membership, market reform, 
capitalist expansion and investment, resurgent nationalism, ethnic strife and 
immigration, as well as threats to emerging democracy from illiberal elements such as 
crime, corruption and the far-right. 
 
Students will be encourage to develop their critical and analytical skills as they 
participate in class seminars, develop independent research topics and learn important 
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oral presentation skills. As each of the classes are three hours long, they will be 
divided into two blocks with a short 10 minute break in between sessions.  During 
each class there will be a short lecture, followed by group work, structured debates 
and open class discussion.  Student evaluations will be based upon a combination of 
component parts including, class participation, oral presentations, seminar evaluations, 
an independent research paper and a final exam.  
 

Course Grading Structure: 

Fall Term Participation      10% 
Winter Term Participation      10% 
2 Fall Term Seminar Reaction Papers     10% 
2 Winter Term Seminar Reaction Papers    10% 
Fall Term Case Study Presentation     20% 
Winter Term Research Paper     20% 
Year-End Final Exam       20% 
 

Course Component Instructions and Due Dates: 

Participation: As the structure of this course is a seminar format attendance is 
compulsory and a record of attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  
Any absenteeism must receive the consent of the instructor prior to the class in 
question or the student will be required to provide the appropriate medical 
documentation; failure to comply with either of these requirements will result in 
deducted participation marks.  Grading for this component will be based upon 
attendance alone, but will also take into account class participation in discussion 
and debate, group work and assessments of the required readings.  Participation 
grades will be assigned at the end of each term.  

Seminar Reaction Papers 

Students will be required to complete critical evaluations of their choice of two (2) 
class seminars per term (2 – 3) pages.  The papers are to provide a summary and 
analysis of the required readings, lecture material and the following class 
discussions.  The papers are intended to offer a chance to develop critical and 
original thought and students are encouraged to provide individual insights and 
reflections on all material covered in class.  Fall Term Seminar Reaction Papers 
are due in class 16, November 1, 2011. Winter Term Seminar Reaction Papers 
are due April 5, 2012.  

Fall Term Case Study Presentation:  Students will work in groups (3 – 4 persons) 
to present a case study of one of the chosen East European States studied in the later 
half of the term. Each study will begin with the required reading assigned for the 
class; but must go beyond this to include additional materials from independent 
research. Presentations should be approximately 30 - 45 minutes in length and 
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provide both an analytical and critical engagement with changing historical, social, 
political and economic forces specific to the state under investigation to 1989.  Both 
oral skills and written materials will be taken into consideration for assessment as 
well as the presenter’s ability to answer questions and lead class discussion. 
Presenters will be expected to provide the class with copies of their presentation 
outlines (minimum two pages) prior to class and will work with the instructor to 
organize the main themes and ideas to be examined during the class. Case Study 
Presentation Grades will be a combination of group co-operation and 
individual performance and will be assessed after the completion of the class.   

The Winter Term Research Paper: Students will be required to write an in-depth 
research essay 10 -12 pages in length on a topic of their choice subject to the 
approval of the instructor.  Essay topics will be fairly open, but must be broadly 
chosen from the themes and subjects identified in the Course Outline.  Students 
will be required to provide an Essay Outline and proposed Bibliography by 
February 14, 2012, for approval by the Instructor.  The paper is intended to 
develop research and writing skills to university standard.  It must have an 
identifiable thesis, clearly defined terms and concepts, at least 3 supporting 
arguments, a consideration of counter-arguments and a well thought out conclusion.  
The Winter Term Research paper is due in Class March 20, 2012 

The Final Exam will during the formally scheduled Winter Term Exam Period   

All written assignments must be submitted with a title page identifying the 
following information: An Assignment Title, the Student’s name and Student 
Number, Course Name and Number, Instructor’s Name and Date of 
Submission.  

Late Penalties and Extensions 

All assignments must be submitted in class the specified due date.  Late 
assignments must be submitted via the Political Science Department drop-box 
to be date stamped. Assignments must be handed in on time and extensions 
will only be granted for documented medical reasons.   

Late penalties will apply at a rate of one-third a letter grade per day late. Late 
assignments will not be accepted after Friday, December 9, 2011 for Fall Term 
and Friday April 6, 2012, for Winter Term. Failure to hand in required course 
work will automatically result in a grade of 0 for the assignment.    

 

Class Schedule and Required Readings 

 

FALL TERM: 
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Required Texts: All required texts can be purchased from the campus bookstore or 
may be acquired second hand by students from any other source as long as it is the 
correct edition; published in the year indicated.    

Robert Bideleux and Ian Jeffries, A History of Eastern Europe: Crisis and Change, 
(Routledge: London) 1998; ISBN 9780415161114 

Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, (Harvest Books; Harcourt Inc: New 
York; London) 1994 ISBN 9780156701532 

Sabrina Petra Ramet, Eastern Europe: Politics Culture and Society Since 1939, 
(Indiana University Press, Wilmington) 1999 ISBN 9780253212566  

Class Schedule:  All Readings Required. 

Week 1 – Course Aims and Objectives: The Changing Face of Eastern Europe 

Class #1; Thurs., Sept. 8:  Introduction: Lecture Themes, Course Components and 
Seminar Organization 

No Readings are assigned for the first week; but it is expected that students will 
have acquired the texts and course outline and have familiarized themselves with 
general course content.   

Week 2 – Nationalism and the Breakdown of Empire 

Class #2, Tues., Sept. 13: Arendt, Chap. 8   

Class #3, Thurs. Sept. 15: Bid. and Jeff.,  Chap. 12  

Week 3: - World War 1 and the New Nation-States  

Class #4, Tues., Sept. 20: Bid. and Jeff.,  Intro to Pt. IV and Chap. 13 

Class #5, Thurs., Sept. 22: Bid. and Jeff., Chap. 14 and 15 

Week 4:  The Inter-War Years; Depression and Liberal Failure  

Class #6, Tues., Sept. 27: Arendt; Chap. 9:    

Class #7, Thurs., Sept. 29: Bid. and Jeff.,  Chap. 14 and 15 

Week 5: Fascism and Communism: Ideology and Organization 

Class #8, Tues., Oct. 4: Arendt, Chap. 11 

Class #9, Thurs. Oct. 6: Arendt, Chap. 12 

Week 6:  Nazism and Bolshevism in Eastern Europe 

Class #10, Tues. Oct. 11: Bid. and Jeff., Chap. 16 and 17 
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Class #11, Thurs. Oct. 13: Bid and Jeff.  Chap. 18 and Intro. Pt. V 

Week 7: Soviet Power and the Cold War: Communist Eastern Europe   

Class #12, Tues., Oct. 18: Arendt, Chap 13 

Class #13, Thurs. Oct. 20: Bid and Jeff, Chap. 19 and 20 

Week 8: Communism Undone: From Crisis to Fall; 1968 - 1989 

Class# 14, Tues., Oct. 25: Bid and Jeff, Chap. 21 

Class #15, Thurs., Oct. 27: Ramet; Intro and Chap. 1 

Week 9 – Eastern European Case Studies 

***Seminar Reaction Papers Due in Class #16, Nov. 1, 2011 

Class #16, Tues., Nov. 1: GDR and Czechoslovakia, Ramet, Chaps. 5 and 3 

Class #17, Thurs., Nov. 3: Hungary and Poland, Ramet, Chaps. 4 and 6 

Week 10 – Case Studies Cont’d 

Class #18, Tues., Nov. 8: Romania and Bulgaria, Ramet, Chaps. 8 and 9 

Class #19, Thurs. Nov. 10: Yugoslavia, Ramet, Chap. 7 

Week 11 – 1989 and Beyond: Eastern Europe in Transition 

Class #20, Tues., Nov. 15:  Bid. and Jeff.,  Chap. 22 and 23 

Class #21, Thurs., Nov. 17: Bid and Jeff., Conclusion  

Week 12 – Fall Term Review: The End of Ideology and the New Europe 

Class #22, Tues., Nov. 22: Ramet: Chap. 14 and 15 

Thurs: #23, Thurs. Nov. 24: Class Debate on The Collapse of Communism 

Fall Term Summary and Review  

Class #24, Tues. Nov. 29:  Main themes in Review, pt. 1 

Class #25 Thurs. Dec. 1: Main themes in Review, pt. 2 

Winter Term:  

Required Texts: 

Mary Kaldor and Ivan Vojvoda, Democratization in Central and Eastern Europe, 
(Continuum International Publishing Group), 2002, ISBN 9780826452573 
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Jan Zielonka and Alex Pravda, Democratic Consolidation in Eastern Europe Vol. 2: 
International and Transnational Factors, (Oxford Scholarship Online) 2001 

Ivan T. Berend, From Soviet Bloc to the European Union, (Cambridge University 
Press) 2009, ISBN 9780521729505  

All Journal Article Required Readings can be found On-Line through the Library’s 
Scholar’s Portal or in hard copy on the Reserve Reading List under Course # FYSM 
1602A and Instructors name Dr. K.C. Fitzpatrick 

Class Schedule: 

Week #1 - Introduction and Seminar Organization 

Class #1 Thurs. Jan. 5:  Video Presentation “Good-Bye Lenin”   

Week 2 - Post –Communist Democratization: Change and Continuity 

Class #2, Tues. Jan. 10: Kaldor Chap. 1  

Class #3, Thurs., Jan. 12:  Beverly Crawford and Arend Liphart, “Explaining Political 
and Economic Change in Post-Communist Eastern Europe: Old Legacies, New 
Institutions, Hegemonic Norms and International Pressures”, Comparative Political 
Studies, Oct. 1, 2008 41: 1871 – 1397 

Week 3 – Case Studies: Political Change and the New Regimes 

Class #4, Tues. Jan. 17:  Rajendra K. Jain, “German Polity in Transition” International 
Studies (July 1999) 36 (3) pp. 253 - 275 

Class #5, Thurs. Jan. 19: Poland, Kaldor, Chap. 5  

Week 4 – Case Studies cont’d 

Class #6 Tues. Jan. 24: The Czech Republic and Slovakia, Kaldor, Chap. 6 - 7 

Class #7, Thurs. Jan. 26: Hungary and Slovenia; Kaldor, Chap., Chaps 8 and 9 

Week 5  - Case Studies Cont’d:  

Class #8, Tues. Jan. 31: Romania and Bulgaria, Kaldor Chap. 10 and 11 

Class #9, Thurs., Feb. 2: The states of the former Yugoslavia, Mustafa Turkes and 
Goksu Gokgoz, “The EU strategy towards the Western Balkands; Exclusion or 
Integration, East European Politics and Societies”; Nov 2006 20 (4) pp. 659 - 690   

Week 6:  External Political Influence and Political Change   

Class #10, Tues., Feb. 7: Karen Smith; Western Actors and the Promotion of 
Democracy, Chap. 1 in Zielonka and Pravda  
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Class #11, Thurs. Feb. 9: Iver Neuman, Regionalization and Democratic 
Consolidation, Chap. 2 in Zielonka and Pravda 

Week 7: Post Cold-War Security: Internal and External Realignment 

***Research Paper Outline and Bibliography Due in Class Feb. 14 

Class #12, Tues., Feb. 14:  Reimund Seiderlman, International Security and 
Democracy Building, Chap. 4 in Zielonka and Pravda 

Class #13, Thurs. Feb. 16: Dan Reiter, “Why Nato Enlargement Does Not Spread 
Democracy”, International Security 2001, 25 (4) pp. 41-67 

February 20 – 24 – Winter Break Classes Suspended 

Week 8: Economic Shock: Reorganization and Integration 

Class #14, Tues., Feb. 28: Berend, Chap. 2 

Class #15, Thurs. Mar. 1: Berend, Chap. 3 

Week 9:  Economic Stabilization: Growth and Recovery 

Class #16, Tues. Mar. 6: Berend, Chap. 4 

Class #17, Thurs. Mar., 8: Berend, Chap. 5 

Week 10:  Socio-Economic Transitions  

Class #18, Tues. Mar., 13: Berend, Chap. 6 

Class #19, Thurs. Mar., 15; Tues., Berend, Chap. 7 

Week 11:  Resurgent Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict 

***Research Papers Due in Class March 20, 2012 

Class #20: Tues., Mar., 20: Neil MacFarlane; The Internationalization of Ethnic Strife, 
Chap. 5, in Zielonka and Pravda 

Class #21: Thurs, Mar. 22: Valerie Bunce, The National Idea: Imperial Legacies and 
Post-Communist Path-Ways in Eastern Europe, East European Politics and Societies, 
August 2005, 19 (3) pp. 406-442 

Week 12: Illiberalism and the Challenge to Democracy 

Class 22: Tues. Mar., 27:  Leslie Holmes, Crime Corruption and Politics, 
Transnational Factors, Chap. 7 in Zielonka and Pravda 

Class 23: Thurs. Mar., 29: Michael Minkenberg, The Radical Right in Post-Socialist 
Central and Eastern Europe, East European Politics and Societies, May, 2002, 16 (2) 
335-362 
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Class Review: Tues.  April 3: Course Review and Discussion: Building Democracy: 
Challenges and Opportunities in Post-Communist Transitions 

Thurs. April 5: Exam writing strategy 

***Winter Term Reaction Papers Due in Class April 5, 2012 

Academic Accommodations 

For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 
are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first 
assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you 
require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodation to PMC by (November 11, 2011 for fall term examinations and 
March 7, 2012 for winter term examinations). 

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
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the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  

 

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

Grading: The following is the Carleton University grading system. 
 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 

Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via 
the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the 
after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 
D688. 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com
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Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 

 


