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Carleton University        Fall 2016 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 1200A 
Introduction to Political Science II: World Politics 
Mondays 11:35 a.m. to 1:25 p.m., plus Friday Dec 9th 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 

Professor: Elinor Sloan       
Office:   Loeb D687     
Office Hours: Mondays 10-11 a.m. & 2-3 p.m.; Tuesdays 1-3 p.m.; Thursdays 1-3 p.m. 
Email  elinor.sloan@carleton.ca   
Email is for admin questions only. For substantive issues please see Prof during office hours. 
Phone:   613-520-2600 ext. 2782 
 
Scope: 
PSCI 1200 is one of two introductory courses in Political Science. While PSCI 1100 focuses on 
democracy and politics within the nation-state, PSCI 1200 is designed to introduce you to the study of 
global or world politics. We focus especially on international relations among states and international 
organizations and other actors. We also discuss the history and political systems of some major states. 
 
Learning objectives: 

(1) Gain a general understanding of the history of world politics and some current issues in 
international relations. 

o Read the assigned lecture readings before class, attend lectures, take notes, and study for 
the final exam.  

o Read the assigned tutorial reading before each tutorial. 
(2) Become familiar with how to undertake academic research. 

o Research a topic in the Carleton University online database. Prof will explain this 
assignment in class. 

(3) Develop written communication skills. 
o Complete the database assignment.  
o Write a research paper. Prof will explain this assignment in class. In addition, we will 

have an in-class presentation by Writing Tutorial Services.  
(4) Develop verbal communication skills. 

o Read the assigned tutorial reading before the discussion group and attend the tutorial and 
actively participate in the discussion. 

 
Admin points: 
LECTURE: The use of all electronic devices—including lap tops, tablets and phones—is strongly 
discouraged in this class. Please bring a scribbler and pen to take notes. There will be a break 
midway through class during which students can check their phones. 
 
TUTORIALS: The use of all electronic devices—including lap tops, tablets and phones—are not 
permitted during tutorials. During tutorials the most important thing is your thoughtful attention to, 
contribution to, and engagement in the ongoing discussion. 
     
Grading summary: 

1. Tutorials       15%  
2. Database assignment (due in tutorials Oct 17th)  15% 
3. Research paper (due in tutorials Nov 21st)  30% 
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4. Final exam (during exam routine)   40%   
 
 
Grading details: 
 

1. Tutorial participation weeks 3 to 11 
Students are expected to attend their tutorial, read the required reading before the tutorial meets, and 
actively participate in the discussion. Students should be prepared to identify the arguments made by the 
author and contribute one’s own perspective. 
 

2. Database assignment due Oct 17th 
Students are required to research a topic of their own choice that is related to world politics. A list of 
possible topics will be posted on CU Learn, but this list is by no means exhaustive. You are welcome to 
choose your own topic and confirm with your TA or the prof that your topic is acceptable. This topic will 
also become your research paper topic. Students are encouraged to read ahead in the text for topic ideas. 
 
Students are to find (in the Carleton Library database) three refereed/scholarly journal articles on the 
topic, and write a 300-400 word assessment of each article. Each assessment should concisely: 

(1) Identify the core arguments and findings of the article; and,  
(2) Give your own perspective and assessment of the article. 

 
Late policy: Late assignments will be subject to a 1/3 grade reduction (e.g. B to B-) per day. Extensions 
will only be considered for medical reasons and in those cases students must present a written medical or 
counseling certificate to the instructor. 
  

3. Research paper due November 21st 
Students are required to write a 2000-2200 word research paper (7 to 8 pages, doubled spaced).  
Please use 12 point Times New Roman font with one inch margins. 
 
Your paper will be on the same topic as your database assignment. The content of your paper should 
proceed in the following sequence: (1) In a paragraph or two highlight/discuss the importance of your 
topic; (2) state your research question, i.e. what it is about this topic that you want to investigate; (3) state 
your hypothesis or thesis statement, i.e. your argument as it pertains to the research question; (4) conduct 
your analysis; and (5) bring together your conclusions. 
 
Papers should include at least six references drawn from refereed journal articles or books. References 
should appear as endnotes. Three of these references can be from your database assignment. 
 
Your bibliography should appear on p. 9.  
 
You should use Chicago style for your endnotes and bibliography. Examples will be posted on CU Learn.  
 
Late policy: Late papers will be subject to a 1/3 grade reduction (e.g. B to B-) per day. Extensions will 
only be considered for medical reasons and in those cases students must present a written medical or 
counseling certificate to the instructor. 

 
4. Final Exam during exam routine Dec 10-22 

A 3-hour comprehensive final exam covering the lecture material of the entire course will be scheduled 
during the formal examination period. The final exam will include several essay type questions. Students 
will have some choice as to which questions to answer. All material that is covered in the lectures is 
examinable material. 



3 
 

 
Readings 
 

 Most of the readings for the lectures are taken from Allen Sens and Peter Stoett, Global Politics: 
Origins, Currents, Directions, Fifth Edition (Toronto: Thomson-Nelson, 2014). An excerpt of 
this text containing only the chapters covered in this course is available for purchase in the 
Carleton University bookstore. It is called Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions. PSCI 
1200 is indicated on the front cover. 

 Part of one week’s readings are taken from J. Tyler Dickovick and Jonathan Eastwood, 
Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods and Cases (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2016). An excerpt of this text containing only the pages covered in this course is available 
as a course pack for purchase in the Carleton University bookstore. PSCI 1200 is indicated on 
the front cover. 

 Readings for the tutorials can be found in the Carleton University online database and are posted 
on CULearn 

  
 
1. Introduction to the course (Sept 12) 
 
 
2.  Ancient times to 1914 (Sept 19) 
 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 37-58, plus box on p. 59. 
 
 
3.  The World Wars (Sept 26) 
 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 58-72. 
 
Tutorial reading: Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?” National Interest 16 (Summer 1989), pp. 3-
15. 
 
 
4.  The Cold War (Oct 3)  

 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 79-104. 
 
Tutorial reading: Michael T. Klare, “Oil, Iraq, and American Foreign Policy,” International Journal 62, 
no. 1 (2006-07): 31-42. 
 
Writing Tutorial Service will give a short presentation today in class. 
 
 
No class Oct 10th – Thanksgiving 
 
 
5.  Idealism and collective security (Oct 17) 
 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 7-13; box on p.17; 19-22; 123-133. 
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Tutorial reading: Stewart Patrick, “The Unruled World: The Case for Good Enough Governance,” 
Foreign Affairs (January/February 2014): 58-67 & 73. 
 
* Your database assignment is due in your tutorial today. 
 
 
No class Oct 24th – Reading Week 
 
 
6.  Realism and the balance of power (Oct 31) 
 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 13-19; 72-77. 
 
Tutorial reading: Joseph S. Nye, Jr. “The Changing Nature of World Power,” Political Science Quarterly 
105, no. 2 (1990): 177-187. 
 
 
7.  International organizations and cooperation (Nov 7)  
 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 120-123; 134-150. 
 
Tutorial reading: G. John Ikenberry, “The Illusion of Geopolitics: The Enduring Power of the Liberal 
Order,” Foreign Affairs (May/June 2014): 80-90. 
 
 
8.  International security (Nov 14) 
 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 154-159; 166-184; 189-194. 
 
Tutorial reading: Walter Russell Mead, “The Return of Geopolitics: The Revenge of the Revisionist 
Powers,” Foreign Affairs (May/June 2014): 69-79. 
 
 
9.  Film (Nov 21) 
 
We will watch a film, “China: The Rebirth of an Empire” 
 
Tutorial reading: Audrey Kurth Cronin, “ISIS is not a Terrorist Group: Why Counterterrorism Won’t Stop 
the Latest Jihadist Threat,” Foreign Affairs 94, no. 2 (March/April 2015): 87-98. 
 
* Your research paper is due in your tutorial today. 
 
 
10.  Conflict management in global politics (Nov 28) 
 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 213-220; 226-234; 236-244. 
 
Tutorial reading: Edward Luttwak, “Give War a Chance,” Foreign Affairs (July/August 1999), pp. 36-44. 
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11.  Future World Politics issues (Dec 5) 
 
Global Politics: Origins, Currents, Directions: 259-263; 277-282; 293-303. 
 
Dickovick and Eastwood: 399-406 (Brazil); 412-420 (China); 455-462 (India); 525-533 (Russia). 
 
Tutorial reading: Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs (Summer 1993): 22-

34. 
 
 
12.  Review for final exam (Friday, Dec 9) 
 
Today we will review the lecture material in preparation for the final exam. 
 
There will be no tutorials. 
 

 


