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Carleton University                  Winter  2017  
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 2101B 
Comparative Politics of the Global North 

12:35 pm to 2:25 pm. Friday 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor: Alex McDougall 
Office: B642 Loeb 
Office Hours:  Monday, 5:30-6:00 pm     
Phone:  613-520-2600 ext. 1657    
Email: alex.mcdougall@carleton.ca 
 
Overview:   This course introduces students the use of the comparative method to study political 
institutions in developed countries.   Topics include: the origin of modern states, comparative 
constitutions, the emerging and breakdown of democracy, and comparative political economy.    
 
Required Reading:     

 J. Tyler and J. Eastwood, 2015.  Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and 
Cases 2/e.   

 Francis Fukuyama, 2015.  Political Order and Political Decay;     
 Selections of journal articles and books available on reserve or on CuLearn.  

 
Evaluation:  The grading structure is as follows. Each item is described in detail below.  
 

 Attendance and Participation:  25%    Students will be graded on attendance, 
participation and other requirements associated TA-led discussion groups.  Students are 
expected to prepare for class and groups by completing the required reading material.    

 Mid Term:  15% (February 17, 2016)   the midterm will cover the readings and lecture 
materials from Jan 6-Feb 10.   

 Final Exam: 30%  
 Essay 30%:  Students will write an 8-10 page review of a comparative politics book. The 

review should note:  (a) the central puzzle or question that the book addresses;  (b) the 
relevance/context of the question;  (c) the method used;  (d) the key variables and their 
measurement;  (e) sources of evidence; (f) the central argument or conclusion of the book; 
(h) the theoretical framework of the book; (i) the logic of the argument/causal mechanisms.   
The essay should also contain a thesis based on the student’s analysis of the book. This 
analysis should NOT address stylistic issues (writing quality, readability etc…), and focus 
exclusively on substantive issues.  The analysis should address whether (a) the author’s 
methods, conclusions, and findings are convincing; (b) the assumptions that the author 
makes; (c) whether the author’s work can apply in other settings;  (d) whether there are 
alternative/missing variables or explanations.   
 
Outline: Students will submit an outline of the essay to their TA, which contains a brief 
summary of the book in terms of the categories describe above and a preliminary thesis 
statement. See CUlearn for additional guidelines.  The outline will be worth 10%.  Due date 
for outline:  Feb 10;  Due Date for Final Essay:  April 7.  
 



2 

 

Book List:  (students are responsible for acquiring the book of their choice)  
o Ertman, Thomas. Birth of the Leviathan: Building states and regimes in medieval and early 

modern Europe. Cambridge University Press, 1997. 
o Luebbert, Gregory M. Liberalism, fascism, or social democracy: Social classes and the political 

origins of regimes in interwar Europe. Oxford University Press on Demand, 1991. 
o Skocpol, Theda. States and social revolutions: A comparative analysis of France, Russia and China. 

Cambridge University Press, 1979. 
o Skocpol, Theda. Protecting soldiers and mothers. Harvard University Press, 1995. 
o Rueschemeyer, Dietrich, Evelyne Huber Stephens, and John D. Stephens. "Capitalist development 

and democracy." Cambridge, UK (1992). 
o Goldstone, Jack A. Revolution and rebellion in the early modern world. Univ of California Press, 

1991. 
o Chhibber, Pradeep, and Ken Kollman. The formation of national party systems: Federalism and 

party competition in Canada, Great Britain, India, and the United States. Princeton University 
Press, 2009. 

o Tilly, Charles. Coercion, capital, and European states, AD 990-1992. Wiley-Blackwell, 1992. 
o Putnam, Robert D., Robert Leonardi, and Raffaella Y. Nanetti. Making democracy work: Civic 

traditions in modern Italy. Princeton university press, 1994. 
o Beramendi, Pablo. The political geography of inequality: regions and redistribution. Cambridge 

University Press, 2012. 
o Duch, Raymond M., and Randolph T. Stevenson. The economic vote: How political and economic 

institutions condition election results. Cambridge University Press, 2008. 
o Moore, Barrington. Social origins of dictatorship and democracy: Lord and peasant in the making 

of the modern world. Vol. 268. Beacon Press, 1993. 
o Skocpol T. 1992. Protecting Soldiers and Moth? ers: The Political Origins of Social Policy in the 

United States. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press 
o Inglehart, Ronald. The silent revolution: Changing values and political styles among Western 

publics. Princeton University Press, 2015. 
o Przeworski, Adam. Democracy and development: political institutions and well-being in the world, 

1950-1990. Vol. 3. Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
o Marx, Anthony W. Making race and nation: A comparison of South Africa, the United States, and 

Brazil. Cambridge University Press, 1998. 
o Caplan, Bryan. The myth of the rational voter: Why democracies choose bad policies. Princeton 

University Press, 2011. 
o INglehart, Ronald.  Modernization and Postmodernization:  Cultural, Economic, and Political 

Change in 43 Societies (Princeton, NJ, 1997) 
o Huntington, Samuel P.  The Third Wave: Democratization in the late 20th century.  (Oklahoma 

City: Oklahoma University Press: 1991).  
o Collier, Ruth Berins. Paths toward democracy: The working class and elites in Western Europe and 

South America. Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
o Calomiris, Charles W., and Stephen H. Haber. "Fragile by design." The political origin of 

banking crises and scarse credit. The Princeton Economic History of the Western World, 
Joel Mokyr, Series Editor (2014). 

o Stolle, Dietlind, and Michele Micheletti. Political consumerism: Global responsibility in action. 
Cambridge University Press, 2013. 

o Skocpol, Theda, and Vanessa Williamson. The Tea Party and the remaking of Republican 
conservatism. Oxford University Press, 2012. 

o Piketty, Thomas. Capital in the twenty-first century. Cambridge, 2014. 
o Other books: There are many other good comparative politics books out there.  Students 

may review other books with permission of the instructor.   
  

 
Late assignments:  Late assignments will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade per day (ie. A- 
to B+).    
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Class Schedule  
 
Jan 6:  Introduction to Class  
 

 Fukyuama: Chapter 1 
 Tyler and J. Eastwood Chapter 1 

 
Jan 13:  Two perspectives on politics 
 

 Weber: Politics as Vocation 
 Marx:  The communist manifesto  

 
January 20:  The Comparative method and evaluating political science work  
 

 Tyler and J. Eastwood Chapter 2 
 Fukyuama, Chapter 7 
 Excerpt: Putnum, making democracy work   

 
January 27: The emergence and formation of European states 

 
 Tyler and J. Eastwood, Chapter 3 
 Fukyuama, Chapter 3,4 

 
February 3:   No class  
 
February 10:  The origin of political regimes  
 

 Excerpt:  B. Moore,  Social origins of democracy and dictatorship 
 Excerpt:  Skocpol,  states and social revolutions  
 Fukyuama – Chapter 10 

 
February 17:  Mid Term 
 
March 3:  Democratization and liberal democracy 
 

 Tyler and J. Eastwood Chapter 6 
 Fukyuama, 27-30 
 Listen to Fukyuama discuss democracy on the Ezra Klein show 

 
March 10:  Authoritarianism and democratic breakdown  
 

 Tyler and J. Eastwood Chapter 7 
 Selections of:   A. Valenzuela, The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes:  Chile   

 
March 17:  Comparative Constitutions  
 

 Tyler and J. Eastwood Chapter 8, 10 
 Fukyuama: Chapter 32, 33, 34 

 

http://www.vox.com/2016/10/26/13352946/francis-fukuyama-ezra-klein
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March 24:  Comparative Political Economy I  
 

 Tyler and J. Eastwood Chapter 4 
 Friedman, markets as social policy 
 Tim Worstall, “Castro Undeniably Impoverished Cuba”, Foundation for Economic Education.  

 
March 31:  Comparative Political Economy II 

 Tyler and J. Eastwood, Chapter 16 
 Selection: Raghuram Rajan, Faultlines: how hidden fractures still threaten the world economy  
 Watch: Beim, Understanding the Euro Crisis:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaGZqfVJ13A  
 

April 7:  Liberal Democracy and Political Decay  
  

 Excerpts from  Tomas Piketty:  Capital in the 21st Century, Cambridge.  
 Fukyuama, 35, 36 
 Amanda Taub. How Stable Are Democracies? ‘Warning Signs Are Flashing Red’ New York 

Times (Nov 29, 2016)  

 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and 
vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-
520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact 
your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later 
than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. 
Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam 
(if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to 
the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity 
Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your 
needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of 

the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 

https://fee.org/articles/castro-undeniably-impoverished-cuba/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaGZqfVJ13A
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/29/world/americas/western-liberal-democracy.html
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in 
part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 
acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 
 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or 

failing to use quotation marks; 
 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written 

permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The Associate 
Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an 
instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero 
for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor 
outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, 
and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments 
sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and 
will not be returned. 
 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter grade or 
to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 

 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final exam 
will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the 
course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval 
of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades 
are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science 
will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University 
information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn 
accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to 
provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and 
panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to 
arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 
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larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement 
both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline.  

 
 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety

