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Carleton UniversityDepartment of Political ScienceFall 2014
PSCI 2104: Analysis of Public Affairs8:35 am-10:25 am, WednesdayPlease confirm location on Carleton CentralInstructor: Alex McDougallOffice: B642 LoebOffice Hours: Monday, 5:15-6:00 pmPhone:  613-520-2600 ext. 1657Email: alexmcdougall@cunet.carleton.ca

Overview: This course introduces students to a range of concepts, debates, and issues in thefield of public policy analysis.  It begins with theories of the state and government decision making,and moves on to survey economic and social issues from a policy analysis perspective. The focuswill be on domestic policy debates that are of contemporary relevance to Canada and the UnitedStates.The instructor will present the course content through lectures and the occasional video.
Readings: Textbook: Lydia Miljan, Public Policy in Canada: an Introduction (Don Mills: Oxford,2012).All other course readings are available through the electronic journal databases at the Carletonlibrary, through the library’s reserve system, or accessible online. Blog posts, podcasts, and videosare also part of the required material; all are freely available online.
Evaluation

 Quizzes:  20%
 Briefing note assignment: 30%
 Final Take Home Exam: 35%
 TA Group Participation: 15%

Quizzes: Students will two in-class quizzes on course material, which consists of multiple choice orshort answer questions. Dates: Oct 8, Nov 12..

Briefing note and position paper assignment: Students will assume the role of a policy analystin a federal or provincial government department, charged with writing a position paper and abriefing note on a policy issue.  The objective of the note is to inform the Minister (of the relevantDepartment) of the background details, the policy options available to the government, keyconsiderations, and a recommended course of action.
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The final product will be: a short briefing note (1-2 page) to the Minister; and, (b), a longer (4-5page) position paper analyzing the policy considerations in more detail. Both the note and theposition paper will require the student to do outside research, write clearly, and provide thoughtfulanalysis. Detailed instructions and a briefing note template are posted on CUlearn.
Topics: You must evaluate a proposal to:1) … legalize marijuana2) …. implement a guaranteed annual income of $18,000 for all citizens, which couldpotentially replace some programs and the federal government’s social transfer to theprovinces;3) …. Provide Canadian military support to a hypothetical U.S. mission to use military forceto eliminate the presence of ISIS in Iraq.4) … levy a carbon tax in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.5) … institute a minimum wage of $15 dollars, in Ontario.Note: Students may make assumptions about the details of these policies, however, theassumptions should be stated in the assignment.Submission method: in class, hardcopyDue date: November 19

Final Take Home Exam: On the last day of class, the instructor will distribute a final, take homeexam. The exam consists of short essay questions. Students must answer the questions in a regularessay format, complete with citations. The exams will require students to draw on all of therequired reading material and the lecture material. Therefore, students should do the readingsevery week, and take careful notes during class. Although not required, students may draw uponmaterial from outside the course if they so choose, providing that they include full citations and abibliography.Due Date for take home exam: December 21, 2014Submission method: email instructor; cc: teaching assistant.  Students must attach exam as a singledocument, named 2401_firstname_last name.doc  (or PDF).
Participation and Attendance: Students should attend the lectures and discussion groups andmake regular contributions when required.  Students also should prepare for class and groups bycompleting the required reading/viewing material. Teaching assistants will grade participation andattendance in discussion groups.
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Late assignments:  Late assignments will be penalized 1/3 of a grade point per day (ie. B+ - B).
Class Schedule

Week 1 (Sept 10): Introduction to the course

 No required reading
Week 2 (Sept 17):  The Essence of Government

 Miljan:   Chapters 1
 Charles Tilly, 1985, “War making and state making as organized crime” in Bringing the State

Back in. Cambridge University Press, 1985.Recommended:  Max Weber (1970), “Politics as Vocation”.
Week 3 (Sept 24):  Approaches to Public Policy

 Miljan: Chapter 2 (overview of several approaches)
 Ronald Coase (1959):  “The Problem of Social Cost”. (the transaction cost approach)
 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uR4lqa7IK4 “Why don’t Governments cutspending?” (public choice)
 Podcast: Mike Munger on Rent Seeking (public choice).Recommended:  Mancur Olson (1971), The Logic Of Collective Action

Week 4 (Oct 1): Policy context:  interest groups and public opinion

 Milan; Chapter 3
 Caplan, Bryan (2011). “Chapter 6: Rational Irrationality”, in The myth of the rational voter:

Why democracies choose bad policies. Princeton University Press, 2011.
 Martin Gilnes (2013), “Chapter 8”; Affluence and Influence.Recommended: Anthony Downs, “an economic theory of democracy”

Week 5 (Oct 8): Public policy discourse: political ideology, signaling, the role of science**IMPORTANT** Quiz 1 – beginning of class
 Arnold Kling (2013): “selections”. The three languages of Politics
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 Video:   Jonathan Haidt:  “The Moral Roots of liberalism and conservativism” (in class)
 Miljan: Chapter 5Recommended: Hayek, FA (1974) “The Pretense of Knowledge”, Nobel Prize AddressRecommended: John P. Ioannidis, “Why Most Published Research Findings Are False”

Week 6 (Oct 15): Government, Growth, and the Great recession

 Milan: Chapter 6
 Tyler Cowan (2011). “Chapter 1, 2” of the great stagnation: How America ate all the low-

hanging fruit of modern history, got sick, and will (eventually) feel better: Penguin.(recommended: Skim the whole thing).
 Video: “Fight of the Century” (in class)
 Canadian Federal Budget, 2014Recommended Blog posts: Worthwhile Canadian Initiative, on the Recession in Canada

Week 7 (Oct 22):  The Financial Crisis and Inequality

 Charles Colmaris and Stephen Haber (2013),  “Leverage, Regulatory Failure, and theSubprime Crisis”,  AND, “Durable Partners: Politics and Banking in Canada”, in Fragile by
Design,

 Tomas Piketty (2013): “Chapter 1: Capital in the 21st Century.”
 Podcast: Planet Money, Episode 486: Crisis Revisited.Recommended: Greg Mankiw (2013) “Defending the One percent”, Journal of Economic Perspectives

Oct 29:  Fall Break, no class

Week 8 (Nov 5): Trade and Globalization

 Miljan: Chapter 7
 Douglas Irwin (2003) “The Case for Free Trade: Old Theory, new Evidence”, in Free trade

under fire.
 Government of Canada, 2012, Global Market’s Action Plan,
 Canadian Center for Policy Alternatives: “Making a bad situation worse”.Recommended:   Frédéric Bastiat, “a Petition”.

Week 9 (Nov 12): Health Policy Dilemmas
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**IMPORTANT** Quiz #2 in class.
 Miljan: Chapter 8
 John Cochrane, 2013, “After the Affordable Care Act: Freeing the Market for Healthcare”
 Blog Post: Jim Manzi, “The Oregon Medicaid Study”, the Daily Beast.

Week 10 (Nov 19): Drug Policy Dilemmas**IMPORTANT:  Briefing Note Due Today***
 Health Canada, “Accessing Marijuana in Canada” http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/dhp-mps/marihuana/about-apropos/index-eng.php - browse the website for a description ofregulatory system. Also, skim the regulations (just to get a sense of how a program works –don’t worry, I won’t test you on them).
 Glenn Greenwald (2012): “Drug Decriminalization in Portugal: Lessons for Policy”,
 Blog Post:  John Cochrane, “Work and Jail”.
 Podcast: Brent Okrent on Prohibition and His Book, Last Call

Week 11 (Nov 26): Environmental Policy Dilemmas

 Miljan: Chapter 11
 Robert Pindyk (2013) “The Climate Policy Dilemma," Review of Environmental Economics

and Policy, Summer.
 Podcast: David Owen on the Environment, Unintended Consequences, and The Conundrum

Week 12 (Dec 3): Policy Innovation and Failure**IMPORTANT** Take home exam distributed
 Alex Tabarrok, (2012) “selections”, Launching the Innovation Renaissance
 Jim Manzi, (2013).  “Chapter 15: Sustainable Innovation”, in Uncontrolled: the Surprising

Payoff of Trial and Error for Business and Politics.
 Steve Teles, (2014) “Kludgocracy”, in National Affairs.

Academic Accommodations

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning
Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility,
hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please
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contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered
with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning
of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring
accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure
accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance
(www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is
anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of
the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source;

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or
in part, by someone else;

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;

 using another’s data or research findings;
 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or

failing to use quotation marks;
 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior

written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs.

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student,
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a
mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral
examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note
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that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter
grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table.

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1

Grades: Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final
exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good
standing in the course.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political
Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn. As important course and
University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton
and cuLearn accounts.

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission
to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events,
debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University.
Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the
Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities
which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688.

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course
outline.


