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Course description 
Content 
 
This course explores different approaches and methodologies to international political economy; it analyses, as 
well, the historical transformation of the international economy from the post-1945 to the contemporary period, 
known as globalization. The seminar looks in more detail to the effects of globalization on the structures of 
trade, production and finance; as well as on the changing structures of global governance and global inequality 
and prospects for development.  

I hope to relate theoretical discussions with contemporary events in the global economy, including the 
changing role of the state and the fears of a global recession; the distinct ways in which workers, women and 
migrants are experiencing the financial crisis; the role of the international institutions in solving the world 
economic problems; and the appearance of new actors and movements in the world scene such as the 
indigenous movements, the world social forum, and recent uprisings around the world.   

 
Aims and objectives 
 
By the end of this course students will be able to: 
 

- Appreciate the strengths and weaknesses of the main theoretical approaches to IPE. 
- Gain an understanding of some key issues in the structure of the international economy such as 

the international division of labour and the role of international institutions and civil society in the 
management of the global economy. 

- Appreciate how different concepts and approaches help us to make sense of the trends of the 
global economy.  

 
Texts 

 
Most of the required readings come from two texts that can be purchased at the Carleton University Bookstore; 
you are strongly urged to buy them.  
 

Robert O‟Brien and Marc Williams, Global Political Economy: evolution and dynamics, 3rd edition 
(Palgrave, 2010). The 3rd edition of the main textbook is a significant advance on the first two 
editions, so please be wary of buying earlier editions. 

 
Axel Hülsemeyer, International Political Economy A Reader, (Oxford University Press, 2010) 
 
Additional readings are accessible online through the MacOdrum Library. 
 
Finally, all good quality newspapers carry stories of relevance to students of IPE. In particular, I would 
recommend the Financial Times, The Economist, the New York Times, the Guardian, and the Wall 
Street Journal. The Globe & Mail is also useful, especially for a Canadian perspective. All are 
available in the library here. 



STRUCTURE, READINGS AND ASSESSMENT 
 
The course is organized around a combination of weekly lectures and seminars. In the course of a seminar, 
students present and discuss two reflection papers based on the weekly readings and one op-ed piece. Each 
reflection paper and the op-ed article is worth 20% of the evaluation. Together they make 60% of the course 
evaluation. There is a three hour final examination (30%) scheduled during the regular examination period, 
which is designed to test your overall comprehension of the course material. The additional 10% corresponds 
to your participation in the discussions during the seminars. 
 
The first reflection paper corresponds to the theoretical and methodological approaches to IPE. Each student 
shall decide which week between September 23 and October 21st he or she will present the paper. It is 
expected that the paper will compare two „classic‟ authors in political economy; the authors are selected from 
Hülsemeyer‟s text and indicated in the outline of the seminar. A student may compare authors from the same 
or previous weeks but must include one of the authors from the week that is selected. Each paper must 
synthesize the authors‟ argument; the student must state whether their arguments complement or contradict 
and which argument you find most compelling. State your reasons; find evidence supporting your argument in 
the author‟s views; and draw some conclusions. The due dates for this paper are the same as those of the 
presentation.  
 
The second reflection paper focuses on the transformations in the structure of the global political economy 
and its effects on specific actors (workers, women, peasants, social movements), institutions (state, IFIs, 
INGOs, international norms) or countries.  The student should choose one week (between October 28 and 
November 18) to write and present the paper on that week‟s topic.  
 
For the third paper I will ask you to write an op-ed piece on a relatively recent set of events or meetings (i.e. 
G-20) related to the global economy reported in the media.  The due date is November 25.    
 
Reflection papers should be about 5-7 pages in length (12 point font, double spaced, ca. 1500-2000 words). 
They should draw on the required and optional readings. Good organization, coherence, and persuasiveness 
are expected in a paper. Op-Ed pieces should be 1000 words.  
 
Assignments are to be handed in to the teaching assistant on the due date. Late assignments will be penalized 
at a rate of 3% per day, including weekends. Extensions can only be granted by the course director. 
Assignments will not be accepted for marking more than 10 days after the due date. Late assignments may 
also be deposited in the Department‟s drop box, which is emptied at 4pm each day and date-stamped with that 
day‟s date. 
 
Assessments Summary 
 
  First reflection paper  20% (between September 23 and October 21) 
  Second reflection paper 20% (between October 28 and November 18) 
  Op-Ed piece   20% (November 25) 
  Participation   10% (ongoing) 

  Final Exam   30% (set during the formal exam period)  
  

Schedule 
 
Sept 9th Introduction: Making sense of the Global Political Economy: Methods of Explanation 
 
Required readings:  
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “Locating the Field”, pp. 9-14; “Methods and Theorists”, pp. 30-37 
 
Sept 16th Approaches to GPE: Liberalism and Nationalism  
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “Understanding the Global Political Economy”, pp. 17-24 
 
Optional Readings 
 



Benjamin J. Cohen, International Political Economy: an intellectual history (Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 2008), Chapter 4. 
 
Sept 23rd Approaches to GPE: Marxism and Neo-Marxism 
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “The Critical Perspective”, pp. 24-29 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Erik Swyngedouw. “The Marxian Alternative: Historical-Geographical Materialism and the Political Economy of 
Capitalism”. In A companion to economic geography. Edited by Eric Sheppard and Trevor J. Barnes. 
(Blackwell Publishers, 2000), pp 41-59. 
 
Sept 30th Approaches to GPE: Feminist, Discursive and Decolonial Approaches 
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “Gender”, pp. 280-306 
O‟Brian & Williams, “Ideas”, pp. 374-397 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Georgina Waylen. “Putting Governance into the Gendered Political Economy of Globalization”, International 
Feminist Journal of Politics, 6:4, 2004, pp. 557-578. 
 
Cristina Rojas. “International Political Economy/Development Otherwise”. Globalizations. 4:4, 2007, pp. 573-
587. 
 
October 7th University Holiday 
 
October 14th GPE History: World Wars and the Post 1945 Order  
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “The 20th Century: World Wars and the Post-1945 Order”, pp. 116-144 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Eric Helleiner, “A Bretton Woods Moment? The 2007-2008 Crisis and the Future of 
Global Finance”, International Affairs, Vol. 86, no. 3 (May 2010), pp. 619-36. 
 
October 21st GPE History: Globalization  
 
Peter Evans, “The Eclipse of the State? Reflections on Stateness in an Era of Globalization”, in Hülsemeyer, 
pp. 285-298 
 
Robert Boyer, “The Convergence Hypothesis Revisited: Globalization but Still the Century of Nations? in 
Hülsemeyer, pp. 318-334 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Colin Hay. “Globalization‟s Impact on States”, in John Ravenhill, Global Political Economy. (Oxford University 
Press, 2005) pp. 235-262. 
 
Robert W. Cox. “Civil Society at the Turn of the Millenium: prospects for an Alternative World Order”, Review of 
International Studies, 25, 1999, pp.3-28. 
 
Philip McMichael. "Globalization." In The Handbook of Political Sociology. States, Civil Societies and 
Globalization, eds. Thomas Janoski, Robert Alford, Alexander Hicks and Mildred Schwartz (Cambridge, 2005). 
 
October 28th Structures of IPE: International Trade & Global Finance 
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “International Trade”, pp. 147-183 



O‟Brian & Williams, “The Global Financial System”, 217-254 
 
Optional Readings 
 
L. Weiss. “Global governance, national strategies: How industrialized states make room to move under the 
WTO.” Review of International Political Economy, 12:5. 2005, pp. 723-749. 
 
Kevin P. Gallagher. “Understanding Developing Countries Resistance to the Doha Round”. Review of 
International Political Economy, 15:1, 2008, pp. 62-85. 
 
Eric Helleiner, “A Bretton Woods Moment? The 2007-2008 crisis and the future of global finance”, International 
Affairs, Vol. 86, no. 3, 2010, pp. 619-36. 
 
November 4th Structures of IPE: Global Structures of Production 
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “Transnational Production”, 184-216. 
O‟Brian & Williams, “Global Division of Labour”, 255-279 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Fiona Robinson. Beyond Labour Rights: the ethics of care and women‟s work in the global economy, in 
International Feminist Journal of Politics, 8:3, 2006, pp. 321-342 
 
Robert O‟Brian. “Continuing incivility: labour rights in a global economy”, Journal of Human Rights, 3:2, 2004, 
pp. 203-214. 
 
November 11th Development and Inequality 
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “Economic Development”, 306-343 
 
Arie M. Kacowicz, “Globalization, Poverty, and the North-South Divide”, in Hülsemeyer, 503-514 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Arrighi, Giovanni, Beverly J. Silver, and Benjamin D. Brewer. 2003. Industrial Convergence, Globalization, and 
the Persistence of the North-South Divide. Studies in Comparative International Development 38, no. 1:3-31. 
  
November 18th Governing Globalization 
 
O‟Brian & Williams, “Governing the Global Political Economy”, pp. 424-450. 
 
Robert Hunter Wade, “What Strategies are Viable for Developing Countries Today? The World Trade 
Organization and the Shrinking of Development Space”, in Hülsemeyer, pp.490-502 
 
Optional Readings 
 
David Held and Anthony McGrew 2002. “Introduction” in Governing Globalization: Power, Authority and Global 
Governance. Wiley-Blackwell, 1-24. 
 
Manuel Castells. 2008. The New Public Sphere: Global Civil Society, Communication Networks, and Global 
Governance. The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 616, no. 1, pp. 78-93. 
 
November 25th Regionalism 
 
Raimo Väyrymen. 2010. “Regionalism: Old and New”. In  Hülsemeyer, pp. 354 - 373 
 
Optional Readings: 
 
Nicola Phillips. “Hemispheric Integration and Subregionalism in the Americas”. In Hülsemeyer,  Pp. 439 - 



452. 
Paul Pierson. “The path to European Integration: a Historical Institutional Analysis. In Hülsemeyer Pp. 391 – 
411. 
 
December 2nd Review and Exam guideline 
 

SEMINAR SCHEDULE 
 
September 23: Positivism and Constructivism 
 
Hülsemeyer, Introduction, pp. 1-11 
 
Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of Power Politics”, in 

Hülsemeyer, 125-144 
 
September 30 Liberalism 
 
Adam Smith, “An Inquiry into the Nature and the Causes of the Wealth of Nations”, in Hülsemeyer, 19-26 
Friedrich List, “The National System of Political Economy”, in Hülsemeyer, 46-55 
 
October 14 Marxism 
 
Vladimir I Lenin, “Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism”, in Hülsemeyer, 97-108 
 
Immanuel M. Wallerstein, “The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: Concepts for 

Comparative Analysis”, in Hülsemeyer, 109-124 
 
October 21st Post-structuralism 
 
V. Spike Peterson, “How (the meaning of) Gender Matters in Political Economy” in Hülsemeyer, 145-159 
 
Arturo Escobar, “Globalization, Development and Modernity”, in Territories of Difference. Place. Movements. 

Life. Redes. (Duke University Press, 2008), pp.163-176. 
 
October 28st Globalization’s Impact on States 
 
November 4th Impact of Transformation of International Trade & Global Finance 
 
November 11th Changing Global Structures of Production  

 
November 18th Development and Inequality 
 
November 25th Governing Globalization 
 
December 2nd Op-Ed Article 
 

Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must 
register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for a formal evaluation of 
disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure 
that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet 
with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-
class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in 
this course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by (November 11, 2011 for fall term examinations 
and March 7, 2012 for winter term examinations). 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in writing to 
their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later 



than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids 
academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in 
Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the 
instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of 
ideas or work of others as one‟s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else‟s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, 
and presenting these as one‟s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by 
someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 
acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another‟s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another‟s works and/or failing to use 
quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written permission of 
the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course‟s instructor.  The Associate Deans of the 
Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of 
work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade 
of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination on 
research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-stamped in 
the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. 
Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the 
instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final exam will result in 
the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the 
Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they 
have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via 
Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the Connect email system. It is the student‟s 
responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to provide a 
social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, 
CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is 
to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger 
University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and 
social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at 
poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline. 
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