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-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Course description 
This course introduces students to a range of concepts, debates, and issues in the field of strategic studies. In doing so, it 
covers both classical and modern approaches to military strategy and examines several contemporary strategic issues at length, 
concluding with an examination of contemporary American Grand Strategy. 
 
The objectives of this course are to: i) familiarize students with key issues and theories in the strategic studies literature; ii)  
cultivate analytical, research and communications skills, and iii) provide students with a better analytical lens through which to 
understand and address contemporary strategic issues.   
 
Course content will primarily be presented through a lecture/discussion format that will cover the assigned readings, as well as 
additional material. There will be substantial opportunity throughout each lecture for class discussion, which will connect the 
week’s reading with current events and some weeks will feature guest speakers (subject to confirmation).    
 
Textbooks (Available for purchase at Haven Books - 43 Seneca Street). 
 

Elinor Sloan, Modern Military Strategy. New York: Routledge, 2012.  
 
John Baylis, James J Wirtz and Colin S. Gray, Strategy in the Contemporary World, 4th Ed. New York: Oxford, 2012.    
 
Additional required course material is available on reserve (R), online (W), or through the MacOdrum Library. 

 
Course Evaluation 

o 4 Short Quizzes   (In-Class Jan. 21-Mar. 25) 20% 
o Critical Article Review   (Jan. 21-Apr.8)   20% 
o Research Paper Proposal  (Mar. 4)    10% 
o Research Paper   (April 8)   50% 
 
 

Short Quizzes: 
4 Short Quizzes worth 5% each (for a total of 20%) will be conducted unannounced, in-class, based on the assigned 
readings for that day.  There will be no make-up quizzes and only students with a properly documented medical or 
family emergency will be excused.  The short quizzes will consist of a maximum 1 page written response to a single 
question based on either a single reading, or combination of that week’s readings.  At least one short quiz will be 
scheduled and returned to students by February 4th to provide early feedback. 

 
 



Critical Article Review: (20%) 
These papers will evaluate and advance an argument about one of the readings for each of the relevant lecture topics. The 
reviews should focus on one of the non-textbook readings for that week, but can incorporate insights and material from 
any of that week’s required readings.   The papers should be 4 pages in length. It is very important that the essays make an 
argument, and not simply summarize the required readings. There are a variety of ways to write a review. Your critical 
review can dispute an argument advanced in the reading, assess or concur with arguments advanced in the reading, 
explain and evaluate policies or historical events described in the reading; relate a case or a current event to arguments or 
ideas from the readings in a critical manner. See the how to write a critical review guide on the course website for more 
specific instructions. 
 
Due dates: Each critical review is due at the beginning of the class that covers the reading(s) that the student has 
chosen to write about.  
 

Research Paper Proposal (10%) 
Topics: Students may choose their own topics, but the topic must be relevant to the course, and approved by the 
instructor. 
Proposals should be 3 pages plus a 1 page bibliography.   
Format: The proposal should clearly state in this order:  
 (1) Your topic and why it is important;  
 (2) Your research question (stated as an actual question);  
 (3) Your hypothesis. This is what the student thinks is the answer to the research question. It should be succinct yet 
substantive;  
 (4) A preliminary list of the arguments you will make to prove your thesis.  This should comprise the bulk (roughly 2 
pages) of the proposal to give the instructor an indication of how you will proceed with your paper. 
 (4) A preliminary list of 8 different scholarly references.  
 

 
Research Paper:  (50%) 
 A 15-page research paper is due in class.  

Format: The paper should follow the format below:  
(1) Introduction/Importance of the Topic;  
(2) Research question;  
(3) Hypothesis;  
(4) Body of the paper. This is where the student conducts his/her analysis. The purpose here is to determine the 
degree to which the hypothesis is valid.  
(5) Conclusion; and  
(6) Footnotes. Papers are to include references from at least 10 different refereed sources.    

 
Journals: The following is a list of scholarly journals in the field of security studies and strategic studies. This is not an exhaustive 
list. Students should search these journals when writing their research papers. 
 
International Security, Security Studies, International Journal, International Organization, International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
Journal of Peace Research, Survival, World Politics, Foreign Affairs Magazine, Foreign Policy Magazine, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Small Wars, 
Civil Wars, Terrorism and Political Violence, Canadian Defense Quarterly, International Peacekeeping, Journal of Military and Strategic Studies 

 
Other Guidelines  
 
All course assignments are to be completed using 12 point, Times New Roman, double-spaced, with 1” margins, single spaced 
footnotes, and numbered pages.  Bibliographies are not required, and students are encouraged to print double sided. 
 
All assignments must be submitted in class, in paper form, with no exceptions.  Late assignments will be downgraded one 
partial grade category per day, including weekends and holidays. For example, a B+ paper, one day late, will receive a B.   
Assignments will only be granted extensions in instances where students experience documented medical or family 
emergencies.   
 
It is not acceptable to hand in the same assignment for two or more courses.  



Schedule 
Week 1 January 7: Introduction to Strategic Studies I.  

Baylis, Introduction, pp. 2-14. 
 
Stephen Biddle, “Strategy in War,” PS: Political Science & Politics, Vol. 40:3 (July 2007), pp. 461-466. 
 

Week 2 January 14:  Introduction to Strategic Studies II.  

Baylis, Chapter 3, pp. 67-81. 
 
Richard K. Betts, “Should Strategic Studies Survive?”World Politics Vol. 50 (October 1997), pp 7-33. 
 
Keith Krause and Michael C. William, “Broadening the Agenda of Security Studies,” Mershon International Studies Review 
Vol. 40:2 (October 1996), pp 229-254  

 
Week 3 January 21: Military Strategy: Landpower – Critical Reviews Begin 

Sloan, Chapter 2, pp. 18-31. 
 
Peter Paret, “Chapter 7: Clausewitz,” in Peter Paret, ed. The Makers of Modern Strategy Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1986, skim 186-196, read 197-213. (R) 
 
J. Mohan Malik, “The Evolution of Strategic Thought,” in Craig A. Snyder, ed., Contemporary Security and Strategy. New 
York: Routledge, 1999. (R) 
 

Week 4 January 28: Military Strategy: Airpower  

Sloan, Chapter 3 pp. 33-46. 
 
Robert A. Pape, “Coercive Air Power in the Vietnam War,” International Security Vol. 15:2 (Fall 1990), pp. 103-146. 
 
Andrew L. Stigler, “A Clear Victory for Air Power,” International Security Vol. 27:3 (Winter 2002/03), pp 124-157. 
 
Guest Lecture: LGen (ret’d) Ken Pennie, former Chief of the Air Staff, RCAF 

 
Week 5 February 4: Military Strategy: Seapower – First Quiz Returned  

Sloan, Chapter 1, pp. 5-16. 
 
Captain Wayne P. Hughes, Jr., “Naval Operations,” Naval War College Review Vol. 65:3 (Summer 2012), pp 23–46. 
 
Jeffrey E. Kline and Wayne P. Hughes, Jr. “Between Peace and the Air-Sea Battle,” Naval War College Review Vol. 65:4 
(Autumn 2012), pp. 35–40. 
 
 

Week 6 February 11: Military Strategy: Cyber and Space  

Sloan, Chapters 6 and 8. pp. 85-97, 117-130. 
  
James P. Farwell & Rafal Rohozinski, “Stuxnet and the Future of Cyber War,” Survival Vol. 53:1 (2011), pp 23-40 
 
Kenneth S. Blazejewski, “Space Weaponization and US-China Relations,” Strategic Studies Quarterly Vol. 2:1 (Spring 
2008), pp 33-55. 
 
Guest Lecture: John Adams, former Chief, Communications Security Establishment Canada 

 
February 18 NO CLASS – READING WEEK 



Week 7 February 25 Nuclear Weapons 1: Deterrence  

 Baylis, Chapter 10, pp. 209-225. 
  

Bernard Brodie, “War in the Atomic Age,” in Bernad Brodie ed. The Absolute Weapon. New York: Harcourt Brace and 
Company, 1946, pp. 21-34. (R) 
 
Keir Lieber and Darryl Press, “The Rise of Nuclear Primacy,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 85:2 (March/April 2006), pp 42-54. 
 
Patrick M. Morgan, “The State of Deterrence in International Politics Today,” Contemporary Security Policy,   

 Vol. 33:1 (2012), pp 85-107. 
 
Week 8 March 4 Nuclear Weapons 2: Proliferation and Counter Proliferation - Research Paper Proposal Due 

Baylis, Chapter 11, pp. 228-243. 
 
Scott Sagan, “The Perils of Proliferation in South Asia,” Asian Survey Vol. 41:6 (November/December 2001), pp. 
1064-1086. 
  
Matthew Kroenig, “Time to Attack Iran,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 91:1 (January/February 2012), pp 76-86. 
 
Kenneth N. Waltz, “Why Iran Should Get the Bomb,” Foreign Affairs. Vol. 91:4 (July/August 2012), pp 2-5. 
 
Colin H. Kahl, “Iran and the Bomb,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 91:5 (September/October 2012), pp 157-162. 

 
 

Week 9 March 11 Humanitarian Intervention  

Baylis, Chapter 15, pp. 309-328. 
 
Jennifer Welsh, et al. “The Responsibility to Protect,” International Journal Vol. 57:4 (Autumn 2002), pp 489-512. 
 
Robert Pape, “When Duty Calls,” International Security Vol. 37:1 (Summer 2012), pp. 41–80. 
 

 

Week 10 March 18 The Revolution in Military Affairs  

 Sloan, Chapter 4, pp. 49-62. 
 

Eliot Cohen, “Change and Transformation in Military Affairs,” The Journal of Strategic Studies Vol.27:3 (September 
2004): 395 – 407. 
 
Dina P. Adamsky, “Through the Looking Glass,” The Journal of Strategic Studies Vol. 31:2 (April 2008): 257-294. 

 
Week 11 March 25 Counterinsurgency and 4th Gen Warfare  

Sloan, Chapter 5, pp. 65-82. 
 
Nathaniel C. Fick and John A. Nagl, “Counterinsurgency Field Manual,” Foreign Policy (January/February 2009), pp. 
43-47. 
 
Thomas X. Hammes, “War evolves into the fourth generation,” Contemporary Security Policy Vol. 26:2 (August 2005), 
pp. 189-221. 
 
Guest Speaker: Col. Greg Smith, Former Deputy Commander, Op Attention 

 



Week 12 April 1 Counter Terrorism  

F. Gregory Gause, “Can Democracy Stop Terrorism?” Foreign Affairs Vol. 84:5 (September/October 2005), pp. 62-76. 
 
Graham Allison, “How to Stop Nuclear Terrorism,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 83:1 (January/February 2004), pp. 64-74. 
 
Robert Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review Vol. 97:3 (August 2003), pp. 
343-357. 
 
Alex S. Wilner, “Deterring the Undeterrable,” The Journal of Strategic Studies Vol. 34:1 (February 2011): 3–37. 
 

Week 13 April 8 American Grand Strategy - Research Paper Due 

Barack Obama, Sustaining U.S. Global Leadership. Washington: The White House, January 2012, pp. 1-8. (W) 
 
Barry Posen, “Command of the Commons,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 92:1 (January/February 2013), pp. 116-129. 
 
Stephen G. Brooks, G. John Ikenberry, William C. Wohlforth, “Lean Forward,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 92:1 
(January/February 2013), pp. 130-143. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must register 
with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related 
needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in 
order to discuss your needs within two weeks of the first class.  
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in writing to their 
instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first 
two weeks of class. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. 
Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in 
Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor 
within the first two weeks of class, or two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation 
will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas 
or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and 

presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 
• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone 

else; 
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment 

in any academic assignment; 
• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing to use 

quotation marks; 



• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written permission of the 
course instructor in which the submission occurs. 

 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The Associate Deans of the 
Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work 
has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for 
the course.  
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter grade or to the university 
12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final exam will result in the 
grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty 
Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been 
approved by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All correspondence with the instructor must be conducted using the student’s official Carleton 
email account.  All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via Carleton email 
accounts, and important course and University information is also distributed this way. It is the student’s responsibility to 
monitor their Carleton email account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to provide a social 
environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to 
involve all political science students in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social 
and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton 
University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our 
office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com

