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Aims and Objectives 
 
The main aim of this course is to expose students to significant theoretical developments 
in the discipline of International Political Economy (IPE).  Key objectives include: 
 

• familiarizing students with leading texts in the discipline, together with 
appropriate commentaries 

• exploring the particular ways in which theoretical discourse has arisen within IPE 
• assessing an exemplary recent contribution to IPE scholarship 

 
The starting point of the course is the belief that the central intellectual task of IPE is to 
conceptually identify and explain the way in which the global political economy is 
organized.  By taking this course, students will equip themselves for more advanced work 
in the discipline. 
 
Organization and assessment 
 
The course is organized as a seminar and meets weekly for three hours.  Most classes 
consist of student-led presentations, followed by a general discussion.  Students are 
expected to complete the required readings for each seminar, participate fully in 
discussions, and fulfil the written requirements. 
 
With the exception of the second week, which is an overview session, the assigned 
reading for each week is a monograph that is exemplary of a particular kind of approach 
to thinking about IPE.  There is a further reading list available to students that expands 
upon these approaches.  This reading list can be accessed on the WebCT site for this 
course. 
  
Each student is expected to lead at least one seminar.  Providing seminar leadership 
includes delivering a short presentation (approximately 15 minutes in length) on the 
author covered that week, and preparing a short paper (maximum 1000 words or 5 pages 
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in length, word processed and double-spaced, but more usually a hand-out summarizing 
key points and themes) for distribution to other seminar participants ahead of the class.  
Please note that it is the presenter's responsibility to ensure that students have this paper 
by the morning of the day on which the seminar is scheduled.  This responsibility is 
usually achieved via email attachments through WebCT.  A final version of this paper, no 
more than 2500 words (or 10-12 pages, word processed and double-spaced) in length and 
for assessment, must be handed in to the course instructor at the first seminar following 
the presentation.  This short paper is intended to be a critical review of the author and/or 
book reviewed during the seminar, and should include secondary material where 
appropriate. 
 
The research paper (maximum length:  5000 words, or 20-25 pages, word processed and 
double-spaced) is a critical examination of an approved topic chosen in consultation with 
the course director, and related in some way to the themes of the course.  In order to 
obtain approval, you will need to hand in a 500 word or two page outline containing the 
title, research question, the organization of the paper, an indication of some of the 
relevant literature, a summary of the argument and a select bibliography.  This outline is 
to be submitted by Tuesday, February 23rd, 2010.  The completed research paper must 
be handed to the course director no later than Tuesday, April 6th, 2010.    Please note 
that unless alternative arrangements are made, late papers will be penalized at a rate of 
3% per day including weekends.  Finally, the departmental dop box cut off time is 4pm 
and any assignments received after this time will be date-stamped for the following day. 
 
Assessment is based on the following: 
 

20%  short paper    (variable due dates) 
 5%  research paper outline  (due Feb. 23rd) 

50%  research paper   (due April 6th) 
25%  oral participation  (ongoing) 

 
Oral participation encompasses attendance, quantity and quality of seminar contributions, 
and includes your presentation.  You will be evaluated on the basis of your overall and 
ongoing contributions rather than on each individual intervention.  This is a cumulative 
assessment, which means that I am assessing also your intellectual ‘growth’ within the 
course.  Please keep in mind that in order to participate you need to attend, so even 
though seminar attendance is not compulsory it is necessary if you wish to maximize the 
oral contribution component of your grade.  I am happy to provide feedback on 
individual student’s participation as requested. 
 
COURSE TEXTS 
 
All books are available from the bookstore. All books listed are required.  If your 
familiarity with IPE is limited, you may want to purchase some good introductory texts 
(latest editions), such as: 
 
 Theodore Cohen, Global Political Economy:  theory and practice 
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 Ronen Palan, ed., Global Political Economy:  contemporary theories. 
 Robert O’Brien and Marc Williams, Global Political Economy:  evolution and  
 dynamics. 
 
OUTLINE 
 
WEEK 1 January 5 
  Introduction 
 
  Course Structure 
  Principal Themes 
 
WEEK 2 January 12 
  IPE: an intellectual history 
 

Benjamin Cohen, International Political Economy:  an intellectual  
history 

 
Further reading 
 
Special Issue on the American School of IPE, Review of International Political 
 Economy, Vol. 16, no.1 (2009). 
Special Issue on the British School of IPE, New Political Economy, Vol. 14, no. 3 (2009). 
Richard Higgott and Matthew Watson, “All at sea in a barbed wire canoe:  
 Professor Cohen’s transatlantic voyage in IPE”, Review of International Political 
 Economy, Vol. 15, no. 1 (2008): 1-17. 
John Ravenhill, “In Search of the Missing Middle”, Review of International Political 
 Economy, Vol. 15, no. 1 (2008): 18-29. 
Craig Murphy and Douglas Nelson, “International political economy:  a tale of two 
 heterodoxies”, British Journal of Politics and International Relations, Vol. 3, no. 
 3 (2001):  393-412. 
 
WEEK 3 January 19th 
  Classical liberalism and Economic Leadership 
 

Charles Kindleberger, World Economic Primacy: 1500-1990. 
 
WEEK 4 January 26th 

Liberal institutionalism and international institutions 
 

Robert Keohane, Power and Governance in a Partially Globalized World. 
 

WEEK 5 February 2nd 
Mainstream realism and international economic order 

 
Robert Gilpin, Global Political Economy:  understanding the  
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international economic order. 
 
WEEK 6 February 9th 

Iconoclastic realism and structural power 
 

Roger Tooze and Christopher May, eds, Authority and Markets:  Susan  
Strange’s writings on international political economy. 

 
WEEK 7 February 23rd 
  Constructivist IPE and the constitution of rules 
 

Rawi Abdelal, Capital Rules:  the construction of global finance. 
 
WEEK 8 March 2nd 
  Historical IPE and the evolution of empire 
 

Charles Maier, Among Empires:  American ascendancy and its  
Predecessors. 

 
Week 9 March 9th 

Historical materialism and the structure of world order 
 

Robert W. Cox, Approaches to World Order. 
 
WEEK 10 March 16th 

New Marxism and globalized capital 
 

David Harvey, Spaces of Capital:  towards a critical geography. 
 
WEEK 11 March 23rd 

Gender and the capitalist imaginary 
 

J.K. Gibson-Graham, A Postcapitalist Politics. 
 
WEEK 12 March 30th 
  Recent Scholarship:  A Weberian/Veblenian reading of economic crisis 
 

Herman Schwartz, Subprime Nation:  American Power, Global Capital  
and the Housing Bubble. 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic 
accommodations in this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students 
with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related 
needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every 
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term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. After 
registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to 
discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-
class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your 
formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for 
accommodation to PMC by November 16, 2009 for December examinations and 
March 12, 2010 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of 
satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the 
student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an 
Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged 
to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. 
Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks 
prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be 
required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional 
or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission 
occurs. 

 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
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been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a 
brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 
be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed 
to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended 
solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. 
FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during 
the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In 
such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a 
student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not be 
permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is 
also distributed via the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor 
their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has 
made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and 
faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all 
political science students in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our 
mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social 
life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit 
our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is 
the official course outline. 
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