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Carleton University                                                    
Fall 2014 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3603A 
Strategic Thought and International Security  

6:05 p.m. – 8:55 p.m. Monday 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor: Alex McDougall 
Office: B642 Loeb 
Office Hours:  Monday, 5:15-6:00 pm     
Phone:  613-520-2600 ext. 1657    
Email: alexmcdougall@cunet.carleton.ca 
 
Overview:  
 
This course introduces students to a range of concepts, debates, and issues in the field of 
international security studies. In doing so, this class covers some of the enduring issues of 
security studies such as war, peace, and nuclear weapons, as well as some ‘new’ 
emerging issues such as the privatization of security, state failure, and nation-building.  
 
The fundamental objective of this course is to familiarize students with issues, theories, 
and debates that belong to the field of security studies while cultivating analytical, 
research, and communications skills. After completing this class, students will be better 
equipped to critically engage with political science literature and international relations 
literature, research and write about political science and international security issues, and 
debate and discuss these and other topics in international relations. 
 
The instructor will present the course content primarily through lectures. These lectures 
will cover the assigned readings. There will also be substantial opportunity throughout 
each lecture for class discussion. Occasionally, lectures will only run for half the class. In 
the second part of these sessions, the class will precede in one of three ways. 1) The 
instructor will organize the class into smaller self-moderated seminar groups, in which 
the students will have an opportunity to discuss the topics in presented in the lecture 
amongst themselves. 2) The class will watch a video on a topic related to international 
security or strategic studies. 3) There will be a guest speaker. 
 
Readings: All course readings are available through the electronic journal databases at 
the Carleton library, through the library’s reserve system, or accessible online.  Students 
must complete all of the required readings before coming to class.  There will be between 
50 and 80 pages of reading per week, including one or two full length journal articles or 
book chapters, selections of book chapters or articles, newspaper articles, and blog posts.  
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I have also included material from other media sources, including podcasts, video 
lecturers, and short reports.     
 
 
Evaluation 
 
The grading structure is as follows. Each item is described in detail below.  
 

• Comprehension Assignment x 2:  20%   
• Critical Review Essay: 25%  
• Final Take Home Exam: 40%  
• Participation: 15%  

 
Comprehension assignments: Students will complete two comprehensions assignments 
consisting of short answer questions, in which students will apply concepts from the 
course material.  The assignments are designed to test the student’s understanding and 
ability to apply class material.  Each answer should be 2-3 sentences long.  Assignments 
are due one week after they are distributed.    Due Dates: Assignment 1 will be 
distributed on September 29, 2014, and due on October 6, 2014;    Assignment 2 will be 
distributed on November 10, 2014, and due on November 17, 2014.     
Submission method:  hard copy in class  
 
Critical Review: Students will submit one critical review essay, which evaluates and 
advances an argument about one of the readings for a given lecture topic.    Students may 
choose the topic they wish to write about.  (a) The review essay should make an effort to 
incorporate insights and material from all of the required readings for the lecture.    (b) 
It is very important that the essays make an argument, and not simply summarize the 
required readings.  (c) There are a variety of ways to write a review. Your critical review 
can dispute an argument(s) advanced in the reading, assess or concur with arguments 
advanced in the reading, explain and evaluate policies or historical events described in 
the reading; relate a case or a current event to arguments or ideas from the readings in a 
critical manner.    (d) See the how to write a critical review guide on the course website 
for more specific instructions, guidelines, and tips.  The reviews will be evaluated in 
terms of quality of argument, use and understanding of course materials, style/writing, 
and format. (e) The papers should not exceed 5 pages in length.  Due date: December 8, 
2014 
Submission method:  hard copy in class  
 
Final Take Home Exam: On the last day of class, the instructor will distribute a final, 
take home exam. The exam will consist of long form essay questions. Students must 
answer the questions in a regular essay format, complete with citations. The exams will 
require students to draw on all of the required reading material and the lecture material. 
Therefore, students should do the readings every week, and take careful notes during 
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class. Although not required, students may draw upon material from outside the course if 
they so choose, providing that they include full citations and a bibliography. 
Due Date for take home exam: December 21, 2014 
Submission method:  email instructor; cc: teaching assistant.  Students must attach exam 
as a single document, named   3603_firstname_last name.doc    
 
Participation and Attendance:   Students should attend the lectures and make regular 
contributions to class discussion when required.  Students also should prepare for class by 
completing the required reading/viewing material.  The instructor will record attendance 
and participation.  Students will be assigned a final grade based on their score.   It is 
suggested that students also keep a record of their own participation and attendance.  
 
Late assignments:  Late assignments will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade per day (ie. 
A- to B+).     
 

 
Class Schedule  

 
September 8 - Lecture 1 - Introduction  
 

• Human Security Report 2013, 
http://www.hsrgroup.org/docs/Publications/HSR2013/HSRP_Report_2013_14022
6_Web.pdf .    

• Walt, Stephen: the Renaissance of Security Studies  
 
September 15 - Lecture 2 - On the Causes of Peace and War  
 

• Thayer, Bradley:  “Bringing Darwin Back in: the evolutionary roots of realism.”    
• Jack Snyder:  Myths of empire, selections (Read pages 2-11).   
• Mearsheimer, “Back to the future” in International Security.    
• King, Charles. "Five-Day War-Managing Moscow after the Georgia Crisis, The." 

Foreign Aff. 87 (2008): 2.   Also, listen to Professor King on Russia-Ukraine 
http://daseupload.laits.utexas.edu/media/not_even_past/mp3/100512952.mp3  

 
September 22 - Week 3 – More will be Better? Nuclear Proliferation and 
International security.  
 

• Kenneth Waltz, “More maybe better” OR Scott Sagan, “More will be worse” in 
The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: a Debate Revisited, (New York: Norton, 2003).  

• Matt Kroenig, “The case for attacking Iran,” in Foreign Policy, 2012.       Watch 
Kroenig present his argument:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OmtSUC-
R_XQ 

 

http://www.hsrgroup.org/docs/Publications/HSR2013/HSRP_Report_2013_140226_Web.pdf
http://www.hsrgroup.org/docs/Publications/HSR2013/HSRP_Report_2013_140226_Web.pdf
http://daseupload.laits.utexas.edu/media/not_even_past/mp3/100512952.mp3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OmtSUC-R_XQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OmtSUC-R_XQ
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September 29 - Week 4 – Sectarian and Ethnic War  
 

• Chaim Kauffman, “Possible and impossible solutions to ethnic conflict,” in 
International Security 20(4) (Spring, 1996), pp. 136-175.  

• Peter Galbraith, 2006.  “The case for dividing Iraq”, in Time Magazine.  Also, 
watch:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8quvcIJEC9Y  for a brief report on the 
revival of the idea of soft partition.   

• 16 things you need to know about Isis in Iraq, July 2014.  Vox.  
http://www.vox.com/cards/things-about-isis-you-need-to-know/what-is-isis 

• Watch:   an Overview of Isis - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3mnfaMa7RM  
 
October 6 - Week 5 – Criminals or Rebels? On the economics of insurgency.   
 

• Ted Gurr, “Relative Deprivation and the Impetus to Violence” in Why Men Rebel 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1970), pp. 19-40.   

• Paul Collier, “Economic Causes of Civil Conflict and their Implications for 
Policy” Chester A. Crocker, Fen Osler Hampson, and Pamela Aall (eds), Leashing 
the Dogs of War: Conflict Management in a Divided World. (Washington, D.C.: 
United States Institute of Peace Press, 2007), pp: 197-219.   

• Watch: The link between Unemployment and Terrorism  
http://www.ted.com/talks/mohamed_ali_the_link_between_unemployment_and_te
rrorism 

Short blog posts for class discussion:   
• Brad Plumer, 2013, “this graph shows why Egypt is falling apart”, in the 

Washington Post, (1 page) 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/07/08/this-graph-
shows-why-egypt-is-falling-apart/.  

• “Isis Uses Mafia Tactics to fund operations” in Foreign Policy Magazine.   (1 
page) 
http://complex.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2014/06/16/isis_uses_mafia_tactics_to_fu
nd_its_own_operations_without_help_from_persian_gulf_d 

 
 
October 13: Thanksgiving, no class.   
 
 
October 20:  Week 6 – failed states and international security 
 

• Herbst, Jeffrey. "War and the State in Africa." International Security (1990): 117-
139. 

• Jones, Seth G. "The rise of Afghanistan's insurgency: State failure and jihad." 
International Security 32.4 (2008): 7-40. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8quvcIJEC9Y
http://www.vox.com/cards/things-about-isis-you-need-to-know/what-is-isis
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3mnfaMa7RM
http://www.ted.com/talks/mohamed_ali_the_link_between_unemployment_and_terrorism
http://www.ted.com/talks/mohamed_ali_the_link_between_unemployment_and_terrorism
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/07/08/this-graph-shows-why-egypt-is-falling-apart/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/07/08/this-graph-shows-why-egypt-is-falling-apart/
http://complex.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2014/06/16/isis_uses_mafia_tactics_to_fund_its_own_operations_without_help_from_persian_gulf_d
http://complex.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2014/06/16/isis_uses_mafia_tactics_to_fund_its_own_operations_without_help_from_persian_gulf_d


5 
 

• Skim:  Foreign Policy Magazine’s Failed States Index, 2014.  
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/fragile-states-2014  

• Arkedis, Jim.  Why Al Qaeda wants a safe haven.   Foreign Policy.  
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/10/23/got_safe_haven?wp_login_redi
rect=0  

• Recommended:    Listen:  Daron Acemoglu, Why nations fail, podcast  
http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2012/03/acemoglu_on_why.html  

• Guest speaker: Jordan Miller   
 
October 27:  Fall Break, no class.    
  
November 3 – Week 7 - Nation Building, Democracy, and Peacebuilding    
 

• Samuel Huntington, 1968.  Political Order in Changing Societies, pages 78-92    
• Paris, Roland. "Peacebuilding and the limits of liberal internationalism." 

International security 22.2 (1997): 54-89.   
• George W. Bush, Expanding the Circle of Democracy, National Security Strategy 

of the United States of America, 2002.   
• Barbara Walter, “the critical barrier to civil war settlement”, in International 

Security.  
• Recommended:  Podcast: Paul Collier, economist, talks about Democracy and 

Violence:   http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2009/07/collier_on_demo.html 
 
November 10 - Week 8 – Privatizing Security; Mercenaries, Private military firms, 
paramilitary groups    
 

• Scott Fitzsimmons, “Wheeled Warriors: Explaining Blackwater’s Unparalleled 
Record of Violence in Iraq”.  Paper Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Canadian Political Science Association, 2012. Available online at 
https://www.cpsa-acsp.ca/papers-2012/Fitzsimmons.pdf 

• Peter Singer, “Why has Security been privatized?” in Corporate Warriors: the 
Rise of the Privatized Military Industry (Cornell, 2003), pp, 49-73.  Singer’s work 
is perhaps the academic gold standard on the this topic. 

• Scott Fitzsimmons, “A Private Solution to a Humanitarian Catastrophe,” 
Vanguard (August-September 2006): 18-20.  Makes a compelling case, but are 
you convinced? 

• Watch: Shadow Company.  (In class)   
 
November 17 - Week 9 – Comparative case II:  Africa’s World War: Conflict in 
Central Africa 
 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/fragile-states-2014
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/10/23/got_safe_haven?wp_login_redirect=0
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/10/23/got_safe_haven?wp_login_redirect=0
http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2012/03/acemoglu_on_why.html
http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2009/07/collier_on_demo.html
https://www.cpsa-acsp.ca/papers-2012/Fitzsimmons.pdf
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• Pruiner, Gerard, Africa’s World War: Congo, the Rwandan Genocide, and the 
Making of a Continental Conflict,” Oxford University Press: Oxford, (2009), 
Pages 1-30 

• Lemarchand, Rene. The Dynamics of Violence in Central Africa. (University of 
Penn Press: Philidelphia):Pages 30-45. 

• Herbst, Jeffrey; Mills, Greg.  “The Invisible State: it’s time to admit that the 
Democratic Republic of Congo does not exist” in Foreign Policy Magazine 
(Summer 2013).  

 
Week 10: November 24 – Civil Military Relations  
 

• Guest Speaker: Rachael Bryson  
• Readings TBA 

 
Week 11 – December 1:  Doing good – foreign aid and humanitarian intervention in 
the provision of security  
 

• Christopher Coyne, “Chapter 6: Killing People with Kindness,” in Doing Bad by 
Doing Good:  Why Humanitarian Action Fails    also, read 11-24.   

• David Shearer, “Chapter 10:  Aiding and Abetting:  Humanitarian aid and its role 
in civil wars”  in Economic Agendas in Civil Wars  

• Watch:  Dambasya Moyo, 2011.   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enDmHgJC4eY   (this is part of a Munk 
Debate).  

• Guest Speaker: Isaac Larson  
 

 
December 8 - Week 12:  Environmental Degradation, climate change, and security  
 

• Gletisch, N.  Wither the Weather:  Climate Change and Conflict. 
http://www.openbriefing.org/docs/JPRclimateconflict.pdf 

• Raleigh, Clionadh & Dominic Kniveton (2012) “Come rain or shine: An analysis 
of conflict and climate variability in East Africa.” Journal of Peace Research 
49(1): 51–6 

• Urdal, Henrik. "People vs. Malthus: Population pressure, environmental 
degradation, and armed conflict revisited." Journal of Peace Research 42.4 (2005): 
417-434. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enDmHgJC4eY
http://www.openbriefing.org/docs/JPRclimateconflict.pdf
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Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, 
hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please 
contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered 
with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning 
of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring 
accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure 
accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of 

the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 
• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or 

in part, by someone else; 
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 

appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 
• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or 

failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 

written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a 
mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter 
grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final 
exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good 
standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and 
University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton 
and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission 
to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, 
debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. 
Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the 
Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities 
which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline.  
 
 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety

