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Carleton University                             Summer 2011 
Department of Political Science 

 
PSCI 1002 A 

Global Political Issues 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 14:35-17:25 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 

Instructor:  Tyler Attwood 
Office:   B646 Loeb Building 
Office Hours:  13:00 – 14:00 Thursdays  
Phone:  (613) 520-2600 ext. 1598 (no voicemail) 
Email:  tattwood@connect.carleton.ca  
 

 
Course description 
 
This course is designed as an introduction to globalization in its political, economic, social and cultural 
dimensions. More than just interdependence among states and economies, globalization implies an 
intensification of these interactions, as well as a compression of space and time such that distant events 
have more immediate impacts on the everyday lives of people everywhere. In this course, we are 
concerned with the inherently political nature of globalization and its effects. In other words, we want to 
recognize the constructed nature of globalization. Far from a natural or inevitable process, it is the 
complex result of political action by states and non-state entities in pursuit of their interests.  
 
We will examine key dynamics and concepts within the political, economic and cultural spheres: trade and 
inequality, the recent global financial crisis, democratization and human rights promotion, culture, the 
environment, population and migration, and global health. These issue areas will illustrate the new 
challenges facing states and societies today, and you will also be encouraged to think about solutions to the 
problems globalization creates as well as what the future may look like. You should come away from the 
course with a general understanding of expanded ways of thinking about globalization, with greater 
appreciation for its impacts on the timeless questions of politics: „who gets what, when and how‟. My hope 
is that one or more of these questions about global politics intrigues, enlightens, angers, and thrills you, 
and that this might lead not only to further study but to concrete change in your world at whatever scope 
and level you aim for. Keep in mind the words ancient Greek philosopher Epictetus wrote: “Only the 
educated are free.”  
 
 

Course Texts 
 

 The required book for this course is Global Issues: Politics, Economics, & Culture, Third 
Edition, Richard J. Payne, Longman, 2011. The book is available at Haven Bookstore (43 
Seneca St. @ Seneca & Sunnyside).  

 

 Additional required readings are posted on Web CT in the “Readings” folder  
 

 
 

mailto:tattwood@connect.carleton.ca
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Evaluation 
 

 Attendance & Participation 10% 

 Quizzes (4 @ 5% each = 20%)  

 News Item Analyses (2 @ 7.5% each = 15%)  

 Short Research Essay 20% 

 Final Exam 35% (TBA, exam period, August 18-23) 
 
In order to facilitate an informed decision on withdrawing from the course (by the July 22nd deadline), 
you will have 1 quiz and 1 news item analysis mark returned to you by July 21st).  

 

Details regarding Term Work and Final Exam 
 
All of your assignments for this course will be submitted electronically via Web CT (NOT EMAIL!). 
Please see each assignment link for deadlines and instructions. PAPER COPIES WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED.  
 
All assignments are due at the beginning of class (2:35pm). Due dates are noted under the description of 
each item below, as well as on the Class Schedule and on the relevant assignment tab in Web CT.  
 
Assignments submitted late will be penalized 5% of the value of the assignment per day late, to a 
maximum of 10 days, after which the assignment will receive a grade of zero. Weekends are included in the 
calculation of late penalties.  
 
You must provide appropriate documentation for requests of an extension on medical grounds. See 
“Academic Accommodations” below for additional exceptions.  
 

 Attendance & Participation (10%): Regular attendance in class is expected and 5% of your mark 
will come from signing the attendance sheet. Each class (not counting July 5th and July 28th) will count 
for 0.5% and by signing the attendance sheet you are committing to stay for the full class that day. If 
you leave early, I may retake attendance and strike your name from the sheet. Please note that it is 
NOT possible to make up missed attendance marks. If you have something else to do, you will 
have to decide if the loss of 0.5% is an acceptable price. Despite the large class size, I would like there 
to be discussion. Therefore, the other 5% of your mark here will come from your participation during 
class time discussions throughout the term. Generally, during the final 30-45 minutes of each class, we 
will have an open discussion (sometimes in smaller groups, other times as the full class). In addition, 
during the lecture I will ask questions that encourage you to participate. Refer to the participation chart 
on the final page of the course outline for more information on how your participation mark will be 
assigned. 
 

 Quizzes (4 x 5% each = 20%)  There will be 4 short quizzes given at the beginning of the classes 
noted on the schedule below. These are incentives for you to do the readings on a regular basis, and 
they have the added advantage of getting you started early on studying for the final exam.  Each quiz 
should take no more than 30 minutes to complete and they will consist of multiple choice and 
definition/identification questions. Each quiz will deal with all material from the textbook and 
additional readings since the previous quiz. NOTE: Missed quizzes may not be made up under 
any circumstances. The value of any missed quizzes will be folded into your final exam (e.g., missing 
all 4 quizzes will result in the final exam being worth 55% of your mark).  
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ONLY IF YOU TAKE ALL FOUR QUIZZES: If you take all 4 quizzes, I will compare the 
average (percentage) of the 4 to your final exam mark. If your average on the 4 quizzes is lower than 
your mark on the final exam, I will not count the quizzes and instead I will add the 20% to your final 
exam. If your average on the 4 quizzes is higher than your final exam mark, nothing will change (i.e., 
the quizzes will remain worth 20% and the exam 35%). For example, you score a 3/5 on each quiz for 
a total of 12/20. Thus, your quiz average is 60%. If your final exam mark is 28/35 or 80%, I would not 
count the quizzes and instead recalculate your final exam to be 44/55, still 80% (I have added 20% to 
the final exam‟s weight, making it worth 55, retaining the 80% average). If your 4 quiz average was 
16/20 (80%) and your final exam mark was 24.5/35 (70%), nothing would be changed, since your 
exam was lower than your quiz mark average. Again, this only holds if you take all 4 quizzes!  

 

 News Items Analyses (2 x 7.5% each = 15%)  You are encouraged to pay regular attention to 
world events and news. To facilitate this, I want you to hand in 2 short news item analysis papers, due 
on the dates noted on the schedule below. First, you should find a news article on a current event 
related to some aspect of globalization. The topic does not necessarily have to be something we deal 
with in the course, but it can be if you choose. It should be a current or ongoing event (i.e., not more 
than 1 year old). You should use credible media sources, not personal blogs, unprofessional 
publications, etc. Carefully read and briefly summarize the article. Identify the main actors (people, 
states, groups, etc.) and the main aspects of the issue. What are the key things going on as described in 
the article? Do additional research if you don‟t understand some things. Ask yourself, „What does this 
mean for those involved? Are there „winners‟ and „losers‟? How is this likely to develop in the future?  
What have I learned about globalization by considering this case?‟ Your paper should consist of a 1-2 
paragraph summary of the issue, and 2-3 paragraphs of your own analytical comments addressing 
the questions above. You can write a bit more than this if you want, but try to limit yourself to 500-
600 words (around 2 pages). Be sure to include a URL for the article.  Additional sources are not 
expected, but you can use the course readings if you want, making sure to use proper citation for the 
article and other sources as necessary. Submit your papers on Web CT under the Assignments tab as 
noted above. No paper copies are necessary. 
 

 Essay (20%)  For your essay, which is due on August 11th, you should choose a theme or event 
in the news that broadly reflects some aspect of globalization. Again, the issue should be an ongoing or 
very recent one (i.e., within the past year). You may take inspiration from one of your news item 
analyses or from something we discuss in class or on the Web CT discussion board. Consult with me if 
you are having trouble nailing down a topic or if you have questions regarding a topic you have 
chosen. Your paper should, in 1250 words, summarize the problem in 2-3 pages, and then argue for a 
specific policy approach that the Canadian government (or other relevant government or organization) 
should take on the issue in the remaining 2-3 pages. Part of doing this will be to identify reasonable 
government agencies that should be targeted. Your policy proposals need to be coherent, but aren‟t 
expected to be extremely detailed. In your policy prescription section, you can use the arguments of 
others in sources you find, but you should credit the author. One of the goals is for you to recognize 
the challenges that „globalizing issues‟ pose for states and people, and to think through how such issues 
might be addressed and the difficulties involved in doing so. The course readings are acceptable to use, 
but you must also find at least 3 other sources from scholarly journals or books, credible mass 
media, or NGOs/think tanks. You should include a title page and a works cited page and ensure 
that you follow a consistent, acceptable citation style (e.g., APA, MLA). Submit your papers on Web 
CT under the Assignments tab as noted above. No paper copy is necessary. 
 

 Final Exam – (35%): The final exam will be given during the official exam period of August 18-
23 (the exact time, date and location will be announced by the university) and you will have three hours 
to complete it. The format of the exam will be terms and short essays, drawing on all required readings 
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(textbook and articles). You will have a choice of terms and essays from among the ones given on the 
exam.  

 

Web CT 
 
There is a Web CT site for the course and you should make a habit of checking it frequently. The course 
outline and other important documents are posted there, and there is also a discussion forum for the 
assignments and general course issues. All students in the course can post messages and you are 
encouraged to reply to other students‟ postings. Your news item analyses and your essay are to be 
submitted online only (no hard copies). Look under the Assignments tab, click on the appropriate link, 
and either attach your paper as a file or cut-and-paste the text into the box provided. Comments and your 
mark will be available under the same area.  
 
You should also monitor the Announcements tab for any last-minute changes or updates, such as class or 
office hour cancellations, room changes, etc. Please ensure that you have activated and properly configured 
your Carleton email account, which is the preferred means of conducting school-related business. The mail 
function on Web CT will be disabled. Grades will be updated in the Grade Book once all of the grades for 
an assignment are completed. Note that grades on Web CT are provided by me for your convenience and 
are not necessarily considered final and official. 

 
Course Topics and Class Schedule 
 
July 5th: Introduction 

 

 Discussion of course structure, assignments and expectations 
 
 
July 7th: Global Issues: Challenges of Globalization 
 

 Payne, Chap. 1 

 Ian Bremmer & Nouriel Roubini, “A G-Zero World”, Foreign Affairs, Mar/Apr 2011, Vol. 90, No. 
2, pp. 2-7  

 
 
July 12th: Economic Globalization: Trade 
 

 Payne, Chap. 8 
 Joseph Stiglitz, “Fair Trade”, The National Interest, May/June 2008, pp. 19-24  [on Web CT] 

 
 
July 14th: Economic Globalization: Inequality 
 

 Quiz #1 today 

 Payne, Chap. 9 
 Martin Wolf, “Are Global Poverty and Inequality Getting Worse?”, Prospect Magazine, Issue 72, 

March 2002  [on Web CT] 
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July 19th: Economic Globalization: Financial Crisis 
 

 News Item Analysis 1 due today 
 Payne, Chap. 7 
 Robert Reich, “How Capitalism is Killing Democracy”, Foreign Policy, Sept/Oct 2007, pp. 38-42  

[on Web CT] 
 Film in class today: “Inside Job” 

 
 
July 21st: Political Globalization: Human Rights 
 

 Payne, Chap. 3 

 Richard Falk, “Human Rights”, Foreign Policy, March/April 2004, pp. 18-28  [on Web CT] 
 
 
July 26th: Political Globalization: Promoting Democracy 
 

 Quiz #2 today 

 Payne, Chap. 4 

 Jack A. Goldstone, “Understanding the Revolutions of 2011”, Foreign Affairs, May/June 2011, Vol. 
90, No. 3, pp. 8-16  [on Web CT] 

 Eric Hobsbawm, “Spreading Democracy”, Foreign Policy, September/October 2004, pp. 40-41  [on 
Web CT] 

 
 
July 28th: Class Cancelled  
 

 No class today (Professor is out of town) 
 
August 2nd: Global Issues: Cultural Clashes & Conflict Resolution 
 

 News Item Analysis 2 due today 

 Payne, Chap. 14 

 Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations”, Foreign Affairs, Summer 1993, pp. 22-49  [on 
Web CT] 

 (read only the following sections): 
 “The Next Pattern of Conflict”, pp. 22-23 
 “Why Civilizations Will Clash”, pp. 25-29 
 “The Fault Lines Between Civilizations”, pp. 29-35 
 “The West Versus The Rest”, pp. 39-41 
 “Implications For The West”, pp. 48-49 

 
 
August 4th: Global Issues: The Environment 
 

 Quiz #3 today 

 Payne, Chap. 10 

 Ruth Greenspan Bell, “What to Do About Climate Change”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 85, No. 3, 
May/June 2006, pp. 105-113  [on Web CT] 
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August 9th: Global Issues: Population & Migration 
 

 Payne, Chap. 11 

 Jagdish Bhagwati, “Borders Beyond Control”, Foreign Affairs, Jan/Feb 2003, Vol. 82, No. 1, pp. 98-
104  [on Web CT] 

 
 
August 11th: Global Issues: Health & Disease 
 

 Quiz #4 today 

 Essay due today 
 Payne, Chap. 13 
 Michael Osterholm, “Unprepared for a Pandemic”, Foreign Affairs, March/April 2007, pp. 47-57  

[on Web CT] 

 
 
Academic Resources  

If You Need Assistance With…  Refer To…  Contact Information  

 
understanding academic rules and 
regulations  
 
choosing or changing their major  
 
finding a tutor  
 
academic planning guided by an 
Academic Advisor  
 
polishing study skills  
 

Student Academic Success 
Centre (SASC)  

302 Tory Building  
520-7850  

www.carleton.ca/sasc  

 
a learning disability  
 

Paul Menton Centre  500 University Centre  

520-6608 www.carleton.ca/pmc  

 
developing writing skills  
 

Writing Tutorial Service  229 Paterson Hall  
520-6632 

www.carleton.ca/wts  

 
assistance with math  
 

Math Tutorial  www.math.carleton.ca/student  

 
peer assisted tutoring for pre-
identified, notoriously difficult courses  
 

Peer Assisted Study Sessions  Centre for Initiatives in Education  

520-2600, ext. 1523 www.carleton.ca/cie  



polishing English conversation 
skills, or proof reading (International 
students only)  
 

International Student Advisory  501 University Centre  
520-6600 

www.carleton.ca/isa  

 
research assistance  
 

Staff at MacOdrum Library 
(reference services desk)  

520-2735 www.library.carleton.ca  

  

http://www.carleton.ca/sasc
http://www.carleton.ca/pmc
http://www.carleton.ca/wts
http://www.math.carleton.ca/student
http://www.carleton.ca/cie
http://www.carleton.ca/isa
http://www.library.carleton.ca/
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Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course 
must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for a formal 
evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the centre (613-520-
6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. After registering with 
the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks 
before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you 
require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for 
accommodation to PMC by (June 10th for June examinations and July 29 for August examinations). 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests 
should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be 
worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will 
make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students 
may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity 
Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your 
needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the 
source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, 
by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 
acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing to 
use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written 
permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The Associate 
Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor 
suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination 
on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-
stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or 
email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
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Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter grade or to 
the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 

 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final exam 
will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the 
course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 
the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are 
final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be 
via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the Connect email system. It is 
the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to 
provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and 
panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours academic life at 
Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous 
opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, 
please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 
D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com
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PARTICIPATION GRADE GUIDE 
 
 
 

Grade Attendance Discussion Reading 

 
4-5 

 
Always 

 
Excellent:  leads discussions;  
offers analysis and 
comments;  always has ideas 
on theme of reading;  takes 
care not to dominate;  asks 
questions 
 

 
Clearly has done and prepared 
questions on nearly all readings;  
intelligently uses this 
understanding and these 
questions in discussion 

 
3-4 

 
Almost always 

 
Very Good:  thoughtful 
comments and questions for 
the most part;  willing, able 
and frequent contributor 
 

 
Has done most readings;  
provides competent analysis of 
reading when prompted by 
others 

 
2-3 

 
Frequent 

 
Good:  has basic grasp of key 
concepts and occasional 
ideas on the main theme of 
the reading; arguments are 
sporadic and at times 
incomplete or poorly 
supported;  unwilling to ask 
questions 
 

 
Displays familiarity with most 
readings, but tends not to 
analyze them or to relate them 
to the course material 

 
1-2 

 
Occasional 

 
Somewhat Poor:  remarks in 
class marred by poor 
understandings of key 
concepts;  seldom 
contributes effectively to 
discussion of the main 
theme;  often digresses in 
unhelpful ways;  sporadic 
 

 
Actual knowledge of material is 
outweighed by improvised 
comments and remarks 

 
0-1 

 
Rare 

 
Poor:  rarely speaks;  parrots 
text or comments of others 
 

 
Little or no apparent familiarity 
with assigned material 

 
 


