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Carleton University  
Winter 2014  
Department of Political Science  
 
 

PSCI 2101 B  
Comparative Politics of the Global North  

Friday 11.35-134.25  
Please confirm location on Carleton Central  

 
Instructor: Umut Riza Ozkan  
Office: B 646 Loeb Building  
Office hours: Friday 3:00p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Phone: (613) 520-2600 x 1598 
Email: Umut.Ozkan@Carleton.ca 

 

Course Description: 
 
Comparative politics is a multi-disciplinary field which primarily focuses on comparing 
political cultures, institutions, and policies across different countries. To compare 
countries, comparative political scientists use a variety of research strategies such as case 
studies and small-N and large-N studies. Generally speaking, the main goals of 
comparative analysis are (a) to broaden our knowledge about different cases, (b) to make 
some generalizations on the role of domestic political systems in different countries, (c) 
to classify domestic political structures and processes, and (d) to test hypotheses on issues 
related to these domestic systems.    
 
This introductory course is structured around a number of key themes associated with 
comparative politics, including nation state-building, different forms of democracy, 
political participation and social movements, electoral systems and voting behaviour, 
political parties and interest groups, federalism and decentralization, parliamentary versus 
presidential governments, welfare-state regimes, and varieties of capitalism. Throughout 
the class, the lecturer will mostly draw from examples of countries in the Global North to 
assist students in improving their understanding of comparative politics. In addition, 
tutorials will include research articles that are expected to provide insights for students on 
how theoretical concepts are used and operationalized in comparative studies. Overall, the 
course is designed to: 
 

• introduce students to some of the fundamental concepts of comparative politics 
(such as democracy, federalism, unitary states, electoral systems, varieties of 
capitalism, welfare-state regimes…etc.); 

• engage students in discussions and debates that will encourage them to think 
analytically and critically about key methodological, theoretical, and empirical 
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issues in comparative politics and to develop and write their own perspectives on 
these issues; and 

• enable students to connect theoretical and methodological tools to concrete real 
world examples. 

 

Course Readings:  

The following textbook is used for this course:  
Rod Hague and Martin Harrop.  2010.  Political Science:  A Comparative Introduction. 
 6th ed.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillan.  
 
Students are also encouraged to utilize the excellent companion website that was 
developed for the textbook. The website includes a dictionary of comparative politics and 
political science, multiple choice questions, essay questions, chapter summaries, and 
related web links. The web address is: 
http://www.palgrave.com/politics/hague/ 
 
There are also additional required readings which have been placed on reserve in 
McOdrum Library. Journal articles can be accessed online at CuLearn (the course Web 
page). Students are responsible for all of the readings in the course outline listed below.  
 

Course Requirements and Evaluation: 

 

• 15% Attendance and Participation in Discussion Groups. The discussion sessions 
will be held weekly by the assigned Teaching Assistants from January 13th to April 
8th, and students are expected to attend the discussion groups to which they are 
assigned. Students will be assessed through attendance (7.5%) and participation in 
group discussions (7.5%). Before attending each of these tutorials, students are 
required to read the course readings, including the research article that will be 
discussed in the tutorial. If a student is not able to attend a scheduled tutorial, they 
should e-mail their TA with their reason for being absent, preferably before the 
tutorial takes place. 
 

• 20% Mid-term Exam (February 28th). The mid-term exam will be composed of 
multiple choice and short answer questions, which will be based on the course 
material, including lecture notes and course readings covered in lectures and 
discussion groups. The exam will be held in class. 

 
• 15% Short Essay:  The short essay will consist of answering one question (there will 

be a choice of three questions in total), which will be provided by the instructor on 
January 24th, and will be due  on February 14th The essay questions will be based on 
material covered in the classes of January 10th, 17th, and 24th. The essay should be no 
longer than 1,200 words and should be written independently. Assignments must also 

http://www.palgrave.com/politics/hague/
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be submitted either online at CuLearn or in hard copy at the beginning of the class on 
the day it is due.  

 
Papers that are not submitted on time will lose half a letter grade for each day that 
they are late (weekends count as one day).  Accordingly, A would be assigned A-; A- 
becomes B+ …etc. 

 

• 20% Review Essay. Students are required to write a review of an article that will be 
chosen by the instructor. The assignment must be written concisely and clearly, and 
should be no longer than 1,500 words. The paper is due on March 21st. The essay 
must be written by individual students acting alone (no group work). Assignments 
should be submitted online at CuLearn. For those who choose to submit their 
assignment in hard copy, they should submit their assignments to the Professor at the 
beginning of the class the day it is due.  
 
The review essay must have two components: a summary and a critical assessment of 
the article. The summary should include: (a) a research question and main 
hypotheses, (b) key concepts and theoretical approaches utilized to prove the main 
hypotheses, and (c) research strategies used to conduct the study (e.g. case study, 
small-N study, large-N study, qualitative and quantitative analysis).  

 
Following the summary of the article, students are required to critically assess the 
research article in their written assignment. The assessment must respond to the 
following questions: (a) Are there any biases in selecting the case(s) in the study? If 
so, what are they? (b) Does the author of the article provide sufficient evidence to 
show the validity of the main hypotheses? Does she/he also consider alternative 
hypotheses? If not, what are the alternative hypotheses that can explain the case from 
a different conceptual/theoretical perspective? (c) What areas of future research may 
be conducted on the topic? 
 
The summary of the research article should be shorter in comparison to the critical 
assessment of the article. As part of the critical assessment, students are required to 
elaborate their arguments and provide sufficient evidence to support those arguments. 
 
Assignments are expected to be written as one single document with an introduction 
(including a thesis statement), main body, and conclusion. The assignments should 
not be written in question and answer format.  
 
Papers that are not submitted on time will lose half a letter grade for each day that 
they are late (weekends count as one day).  Accordingly, A would be assigned A-; A- 
becomes B+ …etc. 
 

• 30% Final Exam. The final exam will cover all course material and will take place 
during the regular final examination period that will be held sometime between April 
11th and 26th. 
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Weekly Readings: 
 
Session 1 – Introduction (January 10th) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 1. 
 
Session 2 – Concepts and Theoretical Approaches (January 17th) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 2. 
 
Lowndes, V. 2010. The institutional approach. In D. Marsh and G. Stoker, eds., Theory 
and Methods in Political Science. Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke, UK, 60–80. 
 
Parsons, C. 2010. Constructivism and interpretive theory. In D. Marsh and G. Stoker, 
eds., Theory and Methods in Political Science. Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke, UK, 
80–99. 
 
Session 3 – Comparative Methodology (January 24th) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 3. 
 
Mahoney, J. 2007. Qualitative methodology and comparative politics. Comparative 
Political Studies, 40 (2): 122–144. 
 
Seawright J., & Gerring, J. 2008. Case selection techniques in case study research: a 
menu of qualitative and quantitative options. Political Research Quarterly, 61: 294–308. 
 
Session 4 – The State and Democracy (January 31st) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 4 and 5. 
 
Research Article 1: Bunce, V. 2003. Rethinking recent democratization: lessons from the 
post-communist experience. World Politics, 55(2): 167–192.  
 
Session 5 – Political Culture and Communication (February 7th) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 7 and 8. 
 
Research Article 2: Wollebæk, D. and Selle, P. 2003. Participation and social capital 
formation: Norway in a comparative perspective. Scandinavian Political Studies, 26(1): 
67 –91. 
 
Session 6 – Political Participation and Elections (February 14th) 
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Hague and Harrop, Chapter 9 and 10. 
 
Research Article 3: Giger, N. 2009. Towards a modern gender gap in Europe? A 
comparative analysis of voting behavior in 12 countries. The Social Sciences Journal, 46: 
474–492. 
  
NO CLASS FEBRUARY 21st: WINTER BREAK 
 
Session 7 – MIDTERM EXAMINATION (February 28th) – The exam will be held in 
class. The mid-term will start at 11:40 a.m. and students will have 75 minutes to write the 
exam. There will be no lecture; discussion groups for the week will take place as 
scheduled. 
 
Session 8 – Political Parties and Interest Groups (March 7th) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 11 and 12.  
 
Research Article 4: Zehavi, A. 2012. Welfare state politics in privatization of delivery: 
linking program constituencies to left and right. Comparative Political Studies, 45(2): 
194–219. 
 
Session 9 – Constitutions and Multi-Level Governance (March 14th) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 13 and 14. 
 
Research Article 5: Campbell, A. L. and Morgan, K. J. 2005. Federalism and the politics 
of old-age care in Germany and the United States. Comparative Political Studies, 45(2): 
194–219. 
 
Session 10 – The Legislature and Executive (March 21st) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 15 and 16. 
 
Session 11 – Comparative Public Policy (March 28th) 
 
Hague and Harrop, Chapter 18. 
 
Esping-Andersen, G. 1990. Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism. Princeton University 
Press, 10–33. 
 
Research Article 6: Pedersen, C. G. and Lindbom, A. 2006. Politics within paths: 
trajectories of Danish and Swedish earnings-related pensions. Journal of European Social 
Policy, 16(3): 245–258. 
. 
Session 12 – Comparative Political Economy (April 4th) 
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Hague and Harrop, Chapter 19. 
 
Research Article 7: Campbell, J. L. and Pedersen, O. K. 2007. The varieties of capitalism 
and hybrid success: Denmark in the global economy. Comparative Political Studies, 
40(3): 307–332. 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 
students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic 
medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a 
disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 
613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered 
with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the 
first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means 
of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the 
student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 

 

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of 
accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at 
least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 

 

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This 
can include:   

 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 
material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  

 

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass 
a brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 

 

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 
be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please 
note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert 
this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following 
table. 
 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
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73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 

Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure 
to write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 

 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean. 

 

Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department 
of Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or 
cuLearn.  As important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the 
student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  

 

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has 
made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and 
faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all 
political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and 
academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 
larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities 
which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out 
more, visit http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in 
Loeb D688. 

 

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is 
the official course outline.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety
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