
 
Minutes of a Meeting 

of the 

Carleton University Senate 

Held on Friday, 28 January 2005 

at 2:00 p.m. 

in the Senate Room, Robertson Hall 

(Subject to Confirmation) 

R.J. Van Loon presiding. 

Attendance 

C. Arcand, J. Armitage, L. Bertossi, R.C. Blockley J. Breakspear, A. Brook, M. Brown, C.H. Chan (Clerk), 
S. Dalby, G. Davis, R. Donaldson, L. Fontein, M. Foss, M. Fox, L. Frankel, B. Gianni, B. Gillingham, J.-G. 
Godin, K. Graham, R. Hafez, A. Harrison, A. Jacobs, R. Jeffreys, M. Jentrud (Acting Director, 
Architecture), T. Jennissen, P. Kalyniak, Z. Khan, R. Laird, A. Loiselle, D. Long, G. MacIsaac, S.A. 
Mahmoud, K. March, I. Marsland, G. McKnight, F. Michel, B. Mortimer, C. Neumann, M. Ogilvie, L. Pal, S. 
Pal, P. Robinson, S. Robinson, K. Schwartz, M. Smith, S. Solowski, A. Tierney, A. Turcotte, D.R. Watt, C. 
Wienand. 

Regrets 

M. Atanya, L. Cohen, V. Dehejia, L. de la Gorgendiere, C. Dornan, M. Garneau, T. Garvey, S. Fai, F. 
Hamdullahpur, R. Holton, D. Howe, G. Larose, R. Lifeso, R. Liu, A. Matrawy, T. Phillips, M. Shams, Y. 
Zhao. 

Absent 

P. Attallah, A. Ramierez, C. Saab, J.J. Salinas. 

1. Chair’s Remarks 

The President, as Chair, made the following remarks: 

1.1 Ontario High School Applications 

15 January 2005 was the deadline for applications from Ontario High School students; the preliminary 
information available indicates that the total number is up 2.2%, with most of these coming from the 
Toronto area; Carleton’s first choice is up .3%; Engineering applications continue to decline across the 
province—down 4.4%, which has a 10% impact on Carleton; Arts applications are up 2.3%, and Science 
is about the same as last year. 

1.2 Rae Commission Report 



The above-noted Report will be tabled in early February. He noted that the second largest draw on the 
budget is post-secondary education. This is not just a provincial budget problem. There are problems with 
student aid, and graduate student funding is underfunded. There is a recommendation that the numbers 
should be doubled, with an additional $4 M if our underfunded undergraduate students are funded. There 
is also a recommendation for substantial increases in operating budgets. There is concern with the 
distribution of student assistance. There will be major changes in the student academic experience with 
regard to the amount of contact students have with faculty members and how intensive their experience 
is, with a suggestion for more access to faculty and therefore increase faculty numbers. The current 
student/faculty ratio is 26 to one. Student contact will be a significant part of the Report. The Council of 
Higher Education for colleges and universities will monitor and report on system performance. There will 
also be a recommendation for a new funding formula. 

2. Question Period 

2.1 Cheating on Exams 

Mr. M. Brown commented that the NUG Caucus raised the issue of cheating on exams as a result of 
washroom breaks, and asked if this issue has ever been addressed. Prof. K. March, Associate Dean, 
FASS, stated that they have just received five such cases. Prof. B. Mortimer noted that this is a concern 
for Proctors, adding that you have to respect the rights of students. He noted that this matter is under 
active consideration. 

2.2 Grade Review for Oral Presentations 

Mr. M. Brown question the reviewing of grades for oral presentations. The President agreed that this 
matter would be discussed by the Academic and Research Committee to determine to what extent it is a 
concern. 

2.3 Student Contact and ITV Courses 
In connection with Item 1.2 above, Dr. A. Harrison stated that the Distance Education Task Force has 
considered this matter, and in their Report agrees that no student should be prevented from being in a 
classroom. He noted that this Report will come to Senate in the future. 

2.3 Pay Periods for Graduate Students 

Mr. G. Davis questioned the inconsistency with pay periods for graduate students. Dean R.C. Blockley 
stated that, except for the first month of each term, the pay periods are by-monthly. The reason for the 
monthly pay periods for the first month of each term is that it is impossible to get the pay lists on time at 
the beginning of each term. 

3. Minutes 

The following sets of Minutes were approved (Mahmoud, Graham): 

Senate Minutes, 3 December 2004; 
Executive Minutes, 18 January 2005.  

It was noted that the page numbers for the 3 December minutes should be 4770-4775, inclusive. It was 
also noted that Prof. M. Ogilvie should be listed as “Regrets” and not “Absent”. 

4. Business Arising from the Minutes 

4.1 E-Communication for Graduate Students 



Prof. B. Mortimer, Chair of the Senate Committee on Admission and Studies Policy, stated that Senate 
had approved E-Communication as an official means of communication from the University (see Senate 
minutes 4774 #10.5 and Appendix C to those minutes). Subsequently, the Executive considered this 
matter at its meeting of 18 Jaunary 2005, and agreed that E-Communication should be regarded by both 
graduate and undergraduate students as official communication from the University (see Executive 
minutes 2644 #1). 

4.2 Updated FASS/PAM No Credit for the Degree List 

Senate considered the above-noted list (Appendix A) (see also Senate minutes 4772-3 #10.2 and 
Appendix C to those minutes). 

 
It was MOVED (Chan, McKnight) 

that Senate approve the updated list of No Credit for the Degree courses (Appendix A). 

The Clerk noted that course ARCS 4700 should also be added to this list. 

Prof. B. Gianni asked if Architecture and Industrial Design have been blind-sided by this, questioning 
whether they were privy to discussions on this matter. Prof. B. Mortimer stated that both FASS and PAM 
gave the rationale for choosing or not choosing courses for this list. Prof. K. March commented that prior 
to this courses were not transferable, adding that all courses were evaluated, and they have opened up a 
lot as a result. 

Prof. M. Fox asked about the ground of students petitioning to get these included in their B.A. programs, 
to which Prof. March stated that this is done on an individual basis. 

Prof. Mortimer noted that the Registrar’s Office did a very careful analysis on this, and it is having a 
positive impact. 

Prof. M. Jemtrud, Acting Director of the School of Architecture, commented that help was required in 
reviewing course content, the School has a curriculum committee that could assist. 

THE MOTION, to approve the list as amended, WAS CARRIED. 

4.3 Co-op Fees 

In response to a question raised at the last Senate meeting, Ms A. Tierney, Dean of Student Affairs, 
stated that the increase in co-op fees results in an increases in their budget, which will increase co-op 
development and staffing. 

5. Report of the Senate Academic Planning Committee re Proposed  
Undergraduate Program Changes for 2005-06 

Senate considered the above-noted Report, dated 10 December 2004 (Appendix B). 

It was MOVED (Smith, Graham) 

that Senate approve the program changes for FASS, as outlined in the Report (Appendix B). 

Prof. A. Brook noted that the rationale for the two minors listed on page FASS-5, should be switched. 



THE MOTION WAS CARRIED. 

It was MOVED (Graham, March) 

that Senate approve the program changes for PAM, as outlined in the Report (Appendix B). 

CARRIED. 

It was MOVED (Godin, Mortimer) 

that Senate approve the program changes for Science, as outlined in the Report (Appendix B). 

CARRIED. 

6. Report of the Senate Curriculum Committee re Undergraduate Curricular  
and Related Changes for 2005-06 

Senate considered the above-noted Report, dated 7 January 2005 (Appendix C). 

that Senate approved the undergraduate curricular and related changes for 2005-06, as outlined in the 
Report (Appendix C). 

The Clerk noted the following additional changes: p. 6, under “Classics and Religion – Classical 
Civilization, #1. should read “Change” and not “Delete”; pp. 6-7, Economics, #21 and 22, had been 
withdrawn; p. 7, First Year Seminars, the addition of “#3. Add FYSM 1608”, and “#4. Change prerequisite 
for FYSM 1003”; p. 9, Political Science, #1 should read “Add PSCI 2401 and delete PSCI 2400” instead 
of “Change PSCI 2400”; p. 13, Electronics, add “#7, ELEC 3909, add preclude PHYS 3308”; p. 15, 
Industrial Design, Program Changes, #1 has been withdrawn, and under Course Changes, #1-3, inclusive 
have been withdrawn. 

Prof. P. Kalyniak drew Senate’s attention to p. 24, Formalizing the Co-op Preparation Course, stating that 
she had heard a very negative response to having this formalized. She noted that this is important for 
students where English is not their first language, and suggested consultation with the units with co-op 
programs should be conducted. Prof. Mortimer commented that this should have been discuss in Co-op 
Council, and agreed to check to see if this happened. 

The Chair AGREED to have this matter removed from the motion, to be considered by the Co-op Council. 

THE MOTION, to approve the changes, with the exception of the formalizing of the co-op preparation 
course, WAS CARRIED. 

7. Report of the Senate Committee on Admission and Studies Policy re Rules 
and Regulation Changes for 2005-06 

Senate considered the above-noted Report, dated 11 January 2005 (Appendix D). 

It was MOVED (Mortimer, Mahmoud) 

that Senate approve the changes to Admission Standards, as outlined in the Report (Appendix D, pp. 2-
3). 

CARRIED. 



It was MOVED(Mortimer, Frankel) 

that Senate approve the changes to degree specific rules and regulations as outlined in the Report 
(Appendix D, pp. 3-6). 

CARRIED. 

It was MOVED (Mortimer, McKnight) 

that Senate approve the changes to the University Rules and Regulations, as outlined in the Report 
(Appendix D, p. 7). 

CARRIED. 

It was MOVED (Mortimer, Mahmoud) 

that Senate approve the changes to the B.Eng. and B.I.T. Graduation Requirements, as outlined in the 
Report (Appendix D, p. 8). 

CARRIED. 

8. Senate Roles of the Assistant Provost 

Senate considered documentation on the above-noted matter, dated 18 January 2005 (Appendix E) (see 
also Executive minutes 2645 #7 and Appendix B to those minutes). 

 
It was MOVED (Harrison, Brook) 

that Senate request the Board of Governors to amend Article 27.1 of its Bylaws to (a) include the 
Assistant Provost as an ex officio member of Senate and (b) reduce the number of Special Appointments 
from five to four. 

CARRIED. 

It was MOVED (Brown, Smith) 

that the Assistant Provost be made Chair of the Senate Committee on Admission and Studies Policy. 

Prof. R. Laird expressed concern about the Chair of this Committee be attached to the Office of the 
Provost and Vice-President (Academic) and not Senate directly. 

THE MOTION WAS CARRIED. 

It was MOVED (Harrison, Graham) 

that the Assistant Provost replace the Dean of Student Affairs as an ex officio member of the Senate 
Committee on Medals and Prizes. 

CARRIED. 



9. Report of the Senate Library Committee re Revisions to the Library Fines 
and Replacement Policies 

Senate received, for information and comment, the above-noted Report, dated 25 November 2004 
(Appendix F). 

The Chair noted that the changes proposed in the Report are matters for consideration by the Board of 
Governors as they are associated with fees. 

Ms J. Breakspear commented that she is in support of the changes, but had a concern with books placed 
on hold. She suggested that the system should track the volume which would indicate books that there 
needs to be more than one copy. Ms I. Draayer, Head of Access Services in the Library, stated that when 
more than one person has a hold on a book it is for five days only. When they see a high demand they do 
pass these suggestions on. 

Prof. G. MacIsaac commented that the recall policy should be expanded. The loan period for graduate 
students is longer than for that of faculty, and suggested a year or six month loan period. Ms Draayer 
stated that while this matter is not on the table today, there are a lot of problems with this in terms of the 
Business Office, however it is appropriate to look at this matter. She added that individual requests for a 
book for longer periods can be made to her directly. 

10. Report on the Activities of the Board of Governors 

Senate received, for information and comment, the above-noted Report (Appendix G). 

There were no comments. 

11. Report of the Academic Colleague on the COU Meeting of 9-10 December 2004 

Senate, received, for information and comment, the above-noted Report (Appendix H). 

There were no comments. 

12. Report on Executive Action re Post-Graduation Change to a Student Record 

The Clerk reported on Executive action taken in this regard (see Executive minutes 2644 #1 and 
Confidential Appendix A to those minutes). 

13. Report re Student Attitudes towards Registration 2004 

Senate received, for information and comment, the above-noted Report, dated November 2004 
(Appendix I). 

In response to a question from Prof. M. Ogilvie about the number of students who use the Student 
Academic Success Centre, Ms A. Tierney, Dean of Student Affairs, stated that last year over 3,000 
advising appointments took place. 

Prof. S. Pal commented that this Report contains important information in bench marking data and asked 
about other universities. Dr. A. Harrison that Carleton fares very well by comparison of universities of the 
same nature in a separate survey, CUSP. He added that NSSA, the National Survey on Student 
Assessment, will give us further information,. 



14. OCGS Appraisal Result: Collaborative Ph.D. Program in Political Economy 

The Clerk reported that the above-noted program has been approved to commence (Appendix J). 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

 

 


