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Sites: Beit She’an (c. 4-7th century), Beth Alpha (5-6th century CE), Ein Gedi (3-6th century CE) and Hamat Tiberias (4th century CE) synagogues

Readings: 
Primary: 
Judith; Josephus, Vita 276-81, 290-303; Matt 4:23; Luke 4:14-15; m. Ned. 5:5; m. Shebu. 4:10; m. Neg. 13:12; Josephus, B.J. 2.289; Beth Alpha Inscription; Ein Gedi Inscription.
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Key Terms:

Aramaic: Script adapted from Phoenician alphabet during 8th century BCE, read right to left.

Bet ha-kneset: “synagogue,” may refer to the building or place of meeting for worship/religious instruction, or the congregation of people for the purpose of worship/religious instruction.

Bema/Bimah: Raised platform in the synagogue on which the Torah is read on the Sabbath and festivals.

Mosaic themes and images: Ancestors (i.e. Adar, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Hananiah, Mishael, and ‘Azariah), Ethrog (yellow citron), Helios (personification of the sun), Lulav (palm branch), Menorah, Odysseus, Quadriga (Chariot drawn by four horses), Shofar (ram’s horn), and Zodiac (derived from Greek ζῳδιακὸς κύκλος, or “circle of animals”).
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Ein Gedi inscription						Beth Alpha inscription
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Beth Alpha mosaic						Hamat Tiberias mosaic
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