
“Sustainable energy is critical to Canada’s economic future.”

carleton.ca/sustainable-energy

GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN

SUSTAINABLE  
ENERGY

SHAPE YOUR FUTURE 
BASED ON YOUR 
RESEARCH INTERESTS
Sustaining energy production and use is  
becoming increasingly challenging and requires 
innovative research into new technologies, 
changes in consumer behaviour and more creative 
policy and regulatory approaches. Our graduate 
programs in sustainable energy address these 
crucial challenges in a unique interdisciplinary 
fashion that involves both engineering and  
public policy. 

Students take courses that engage with the  
other disciplinary component: public policy  
for those specializing in sustainable energy  
engineering and engineering for those  
specializing in sustainable energy policy.  
Students across the program learn together  
in teams and by doing joint case studies.

Students can do one of three degrees in sus- 
tainable energy. The MA degree advances the  
understanding of what constitutes sustainable 
energy policy, how sustainable energy policy is 
developed and implemented and what challenges 
and barriers it faces. Both the MASc and MEng 
degrees in Mechanical Energy Conversion provide 
broad, in-depth exposure to the design, develop-
ment, implementation and improvement of energy  
conversion methods and systems. The MASc 
and MEng degrees in Efficient Electrical Energy 
Systems focus on the design, optimization and 
realization of electricity distribution systems.

Key research areas include: renewable energy 
technologies, clean energy options, carbon  
capture and storage, electrical systems and  
load requirements, energy security and  
strategies and smart technologies.

 

CAPITAL ADVANTAGE
Being in the nation’s capital is a unique  
opportunity to experience the shaping of  
sustainable energy policies at the national  
and international level through interactions  
with federal departments, ENGOs, various  
multilateral energy associations and national 
research labs. Our location also enables our  
students to study the interactions between  
municipal, provincial and federal government 
departments, think-tanks, industry associations 
and international energy-related NGOs. 

There are a variety of potential employers  
in the National Capital Region ranging from  
government to industry, as well as opportunities 
for intellectually stimulating involvement in  
sustainable energy policy in what has been named 
one of the best cities to live in by MoneySense 
magazine. Our graduate programs also serve  
as a foundation for further education at the  
doctoral level. 

 

“ The Sustainable Energy program has given me  

both knowledge and practical experience including  

a summer co-op job and a research opportunity with  

a renowned professor. The program offers a speaker 

series by energy experts from around the world  

which, along with collegial interactions with professors, 

enables valuable discussions and insights from a wide 

range of players in the energy field. ” 

—  Sarah Gibb, MA/12



APPLICATIONS AND DEADLINES
For more information about our program,  
please visit this website:  
carleton.ca/sustainable-energy.

Specific program requirements can be  
found in the Graduate Calendar online at:  
calendar.carleton.ca/grad.

Details about how to apply are available  
here:  graduate.carleton.ca/apply-online. 

You can access an online application at this  
website: graduate.carleton.ca/applynow.

The application deadline for the MA is  
February 1 while the application deadline for 
the MEng and MASc is March 1. Applicants who 
apply after these deadlines may be considered  
for funding if funding is still available.  

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS
For admission into Carleton’s graduate programs, 
you will need to demonstrate that your knowledge 
and use of English are strong enough for graduate 
studies at an English-language university.  
For a listing of our minimum English-language 
requirements, please visit our website at:  
graduate.carleton.ca/international. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
Funding is available in the form of scholarships 
based on academic excellence. We encourage  
students to compete for scholarships from OGS, 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC) or the Natural Sciences and  
Engineering Research Council (NSERC). For  
additional information on scholarships visit: 
graduate.carleton.ca/financial-assistance.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
MA Sustainable Energy Policy
Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree  
(or equivalent), with an average of B+ or  
higher. The level of academic performance  
and potential demonstrated within the degree  
is more important than the discipline. Students 
may enter the program from a wide variety of  
academic backgrounds in the social sciences, 
humanities, sciences and engineering.  
Mid-career applicants who do not have a  
bachelor’s degree but who have demonstrated  
professional excellence over a number of years  
in the public sector will also be considered.

All applicants must have completed a course  
in university-level micro- and macroeconomic 
theory and at least a second-year political  
science course dealing with institutions and  
processes by which governments legitimize  
and exercise power, ideally in a Canadian  
setting. A working knowledge of algebra is  
also expected.

In some cases, applicants may be admitted  
to the program without having completed  
one of the prerequisite courses in economics  
or political science on the condition that the 
course be completed with a grade of B- or  
higher in the first year of the program. It is 
strongly recommended that students complete  
the prerequisites before starting the program 
to ensure that their progress through the core 
courses is unimpeded.

MASc Sustainable Energy
Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree (or  
equivalent) in a discipline relevant to engineering 
disciplinary foundations. Normally, an average  
of B+ or higher is required for admission.

MEng Sustainable Energy
Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree (or  
equivalent) in a discipline relevant to engineering 
disciplinary foundations. Normally, an average  
of B+ or higher is required for admission.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
You need to provide the following documents:

 n Two letters of reference

 n A one-page Statement of Intent

 n A Resumé

 n A copy of transcripts from all post-secondary 
institutions attended.

 n A Writing Sample

 n If applicable, a copy of current English-language 
test results

Note:  Official documents (transcripts, test scores) 
will be required if you are accepted into our 
program.

Sustainable Energy Engineering and Policy
5224 River Building
Carleton University 
1125 Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5B6 

Phone: 613-520-2547 
Fax: 613-520-2551
Email:  sustainableenergy@carleton.ca

“ Energy is a major player in our daily life. Striving for 

a more sustainable behaviour by reducing our personal 

environmental and energy footprint now enables our  

children’s healthy future. Exploring the options, discussing  

the thoughts and sharing the experiences has been a 

very encouraging experience at the Sustainable Energy 

program at Carleton University. ” 

—  Jose Maria Gonzalez 
 MASc Candidate, Sustainable Energy


