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EVIDENCE-BASED 
POLICING



Risk Assessment in the Criminal Justice System

▪ Probation and post-conviction settings

▪ Static-99R (Helmus et al., 2012)

▪ Total score range: 0-12 

▪ Nominal risk categories:

Total Score Risk Level

-3, -2 I – Very Low Risk

-1, 0 II – Below Average Risk

1, 2, 3 III – Average Risk

4, 5 IVa – Above Average Risk

6 and higher IVb – Well Above Average Risk



Risk Assessment in the Criminal Justice System

Intimate Partner 
Violence (IPV)

Sex Crime 
Investigations

Implementation 
Challenges

▪ Ontario Domestic 
Assault Risk 
Assessment 
(ODARA; Hilton et 
al., 2004)

▪ Less common

▪ Designed for those 
convicted of sexual 
offences

▪ Resource 

▪ Training

▪  Scoring complexity 



Current Study
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Demographics and Participant Incentive

Gender

Women

Education

20%

40%

20%

20%

Undergraduate

College

High school

Graduate

M AgeSample Size

N = 5 42.4

M EPS Employment

15 years

Incentive Draw

$100

Men



Survey Results: Section 1

Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Neutral Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree
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I am easily able to gather the information required to
effectively score the Static-99R.

The Static-99R takes too long to administer.

The Static-99R incorporates important risk factors for
sexual offending.

The Static-99R has clear instructions.

The Static-99R is easy to administer.

Table 1. Static-99R Feasibility: Quantitative Police Perception Survey Insights
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Survey Results: Section 1

Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Neutral Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree
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Scoring of the Static-99R is too complicated for it to work
effectively.

Police have the necessary skillset required to correctly
administer the Static-99R.

I think the Static-99R nominal risk categories reflect the
required level of case prioritization (e.g., 6+ = high).

I feel other important risk factors are missing from the
Static-99R.

I have received adequate training on the Static-99R.

Table 1. Static-99R Feasibility: Quantitative Police Perception Survey Insights (Continued)
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Survey Results: Section 2

Criminal history is an 
important factor to 

consider when 
predicting risk.

80%
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Demographics are an 
important factor to 

consider when 
predicting risk.

Victim characteristics 
are an important 

factor to consider 
when predicting risk.

Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Neutral Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree



Survey Results: Section 2

The criteria for coding 

criminal history items 

are clear.
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The criteria for coding 

demographics are 

clear.

The criteria for coding 

victim characteristics 

are clear.

Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Neutral Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree



Survey Results: Section 2

The score assigned to 

criminal history items 

accurately reflects the 

importance of these 

risk factors.
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The score assigned to 

demographic items 

accurately reflects the 

importance of these 

risk factors.

The score assigned to 

victim characteristic 

items accurately 

reflects the importance 

of these risk factors.

Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Neutral Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree



Survey Results: Section 2

I am easily able to 

gather the information 

required to score the 

criminal history items 

in the Static-99R.
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I am easily able to 

gather the information 

required to score the 

demographic items in 

the Static-99R.

I am easily able to 

gather relevant 

information on the 

characteristics of an 

individual’s victim.

Strongly Disagree Somewhat Disagree Neutral Somewhat Agree Strongly Agree



Qualitative Results

Operational 
Challenges

Please share anything else you want us to 
know about your experience using the 
Static-99R.

Training and expertise 
requirements (f = 2)

Workload concerns for 
police officers (f = 2)

Accuracy and appropriateness of 
scoring for police officers (f = 3)

Complexity and time-
consuming scoring (f = 3)

Divergent 
Views on User 

Experience

Positive 
(f = 1)

Frustration 
(f = 1)

75% of the participant responses listed 

one or more operational challenges.



CONCLUSIONS

THANK YOU!
heatherburke3@cmail.carleton.ca
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