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Outline

* Definitions and distinctions

* New measures of evaluative attitudes toward
violence and violent behaviour

€ Carleton * Relationship with violent behaviour

Attitudes in Forensic Theory, Research, and Practice

* “Lots of people are out to get you”
* “I see myself as a violent person”

* “Sometimes you have to threaten people to get them
to do the right thing, even if you don’t like doing it”

at-ti-tude
/"ads t(y)ood/
noun

a settled way of thinking or feeling about someone or

something, typically one that is reflected in a person's

behavior.

"she took a tough attitude toward other people's

indulgences"

synonyms: view, viewpoint, outlook, perspective, stance,
standpoint, position, inclination, temper,
orientation, approach, reaction

Attitudes in Social Psychology

* “Degree to which a person has a favorable or unfavorable
evaluation or appraisal of the behavior” (Ajzen, 1991)

* Attitudes = evaluations

RILLING T

“Lots of people are
out to get you”
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“I see myself as a
violent person”

“Sometimes you
have to threaten

7
Evaluation Missing? —
To avoid confusion...
« Evaluative attitudes toward violence:
—Extent to which violence is viewed negatively or
positively -
THAT FEELING THAT YOU FORGOT SOMETHING ) Y
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Article

Thinking Clearly About
Violent Cognitions:
Attitudes May Be
Distinct From Other
Cognitions

Kevin L. Nunes,' Chantal A. Hermann,'
Sacha Maimone,' and Mandie Woods'

Abstract

The purpose of the current study was to explore whether measures such
as the Viclence Scale of the Revised Measures of Criminal Attitudes and
Associates (MCAA-R-V) and the Criminal Atitudes to Violence Scale
(CAVS) assess attitudes toward violence (Le.. evaluation of violence) and
whether attitudes and the cognitions assessed by the MCAA-R-V and

CAVS are md:Endmﬂ!z associated with violent behavior. PlrllciEnu

Questions

* Do measures of attitudes toward violence assess
evaluative attitudes?
« If not, are both other attitudes and evaluative

attitudes independently associated with violent
behaviour?
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Evaluation of Violence Semantic
Differential Scale

Violence is ...
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Very Very

negative positive
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MCAA-R Violent Attitudes Scale
(Mills & Kroner, 2007)

Sometimes you have to fight to keep your self-
respect
1 2 3 4

Disagree Agree
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Criminal Attitudes to Violence Scale (CAVS)
(Polaschek et al., 2004)

Fighting between men is normal
1 2 3 4 5

Strongly Strongly

disagree agree

s Carleton
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Violent Behaviour Scale (VBS)

From when you were 16 years old to today, how
many times have you started a physical fight
with someone?

Never 3 times 6 times
Once 4 times 7 times
Twice 5 times 8 times

9 times or more
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Measuring the Same Thing or
Different Things?

» Exploratory factor analysis (EFA)

u Carleton @
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Measuring Different Things:
Two Factors

Evaluation

of violence MCAA-R
semantic Violence

differential Scale items

scale items
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Measuring Different Things:
Two Factors

Evaluation

of v1oleqce CAVS
semantic items

differential

scale items

Correlation with Violent Behaviour

Past violent behaviour

Evaluation of violence semantic

differential scale 37*
MCAA-R-V 37
CAVS 43

*p<.05
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Association With Violent Behaviour:
Complementary or Redundant?

Evaluation
of violence

semantic MC%‘:"I}&V
differential oh

scale

—

Association With Violent Behaviour:
Complementary

Evaluation
of violence
semantic
differential

scale N
Violent

Behaviour
Scale

MCAA-R-V
or CAVS
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Summary: Evaluative Attitudes were Distinct

* Measure of evaluative attitudes toward
violence formed a distinct factor from other

4

LA >

measures

—

Summary: Evaluative Attitudes were Relevant

* Measure of evaluative attitudes toward violence
and the other measures were independently
associated with violent behaviour

* Together, evaluative attitude scale and the other
measures were more strongly associated with
violent behaviour than either one alone
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Typical violent attitude measures may not
assess evaluative attitudes

g Carletor
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Alternative Interpretations
* Separate factors may reflect measurement issues

» Semantic differential measure designed to assess
evaluative attitudes toward violence

— Abstract, ambiguous, extremely positively skewed, and no
tests of construct validity

* Violent Behaviour Scale (VBS)

—Extremely positively skewed and no tests of construct
validity
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The Evaluation of Violence Questionnaire (EVQ): Development and Validity
of a Self-Report Measure of Evaluative Attitudes Toward Violence

—

Evaluation of Violence Questionnaire (EVQ)

* Designed to measure men’s evaluative
attitudes toward their own (real or

hypothetical) violence against other men
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EVQ Development
» Augmented semantic differential scale structure with more
concrete and clear descriptions and provocations

» Large pool of items administered to two separate samples of
men from the community (N = 318; N =226)

* Retained 17 items that were least skewed and non-redundant

¢ One-factor structure; less skewed

» Each EVQ item is rated on one of three response scales:
very negative/unpleasant/bad to very positive/pleasant/good

—

Sample EVQ Items

You hitting (for example, punching or kicking)
a guy who hurts someone you care about

Abit
negative

A bit
positive

Very
negative

Very
positive
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—

You threatening to physically hurt a guy who
owes you money

g Carleton

Very bad A bit bad Abitgood  Very good

—

You using a weapon (for example, a baseball
bat, knife, or gun) on a guy who has sex with
your girlfriend/wife or boyfriend/husband

Carle
O AN ey Abit Abit Very

unpleasant  unpleasant pleasant pleasant

31

32

—

Does the EVQ Measure Evaluative Attitudes
Toward Violence?

« If so, then its scores should change in response to
established attitude-change procedures

* 510 men (Qualtrics Panel from Canada and USA)

Carleton . .
?‘_-‘-f- v« Randomized experiment

— Attitude-change condition
— Control condition

Attitude-Change Condition

 Violence is a “lose-lose” situation, with negative

consequences for everyone involved.

"¢ &M
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You hitting a guy.

bad

u Carleton

You hitting a guy who hurts someone you care
about.

g Carleton sad
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— Control Condition

* The Grand Canyon is an impressive site with something for

everyone to enjoy.

You hitting a guy who steals from you.

spoil

37
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You hitting a guy. You hitting a guy who hurts someone you care
about.
bridge
page
39 40

— Attitude-Change Condition Decreased EVQ Scores

Pre-test ® Post-test

You hitting a guy who steals from you. 555

2.00
1.75
1.50
1.25
1.00

section

Mean EVQ Score

Control Attitude-change Control Attitude-change
condition condition condition condition
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Attitude-Change Condition Decreased EVQ Scores
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Results suggest that the EVQ does assess
evaluative attitudes toward violence
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The Violent Behavior
Vignette Questionnaire
(VBVQ): A Measure of
Violent Behavior for
Research in Forensic
and Non-Forensic
Settings and
Populations

Kevin L. Nunes ®

Department of Prychology. Carleton Universiy, Ottawa
Onario, Canads

Sacha Maimone @, Maya Adlas, and
Brian A. Grant
Department of Prychology, Carleton Universiy, Ottawa.
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Violent Behavior Vignette Questionnaire
(VBVQ)

* Designed to measure men’s current criminal
violent behaviour against other men

45

46

Creating the Vignettes

Open-ended
responses to
scenarios
(Community &

Students)

Existing measures

Interviews
(Offenders &
Community)

Treatment
manuals

w Carleton
GHivansiTy

Vignettes

u Carleton
EnivansiTy

VBVQ

10 vignettes

« Say what you really would do if you were actually
in that situation right now
—Initial scenario
—First response
—Reaction from antagonist
—Second response
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Response Options: “What do you do?”

Report it to someone — report what he’s doing (or what he did) to someone like the
manager, police, or security, and ask them to deal with the problem

Talk it out — without insulting him, say something to let him know you’re not okay with
what he’s doing (or what he did) and to try to work things out peacefully

Insult him — say something insulting to him, like swearing at him or calling him a name

Joke about it — joke about it to yourself or other people around you

Shove him

Hit, punch, kick, or tackle him

Threaten to hurt him

Ignore it — don’t do or say anything about it
Leave — go somewhere else to get away from the person or situation

Illustration of Procedure with Vignette 9

* You’re at a bar standing beside your girlfriend/wife when a guy strolls
up to her, puts his arm around her, and starts trying to pick her up. He
acts like you aren’t even there.

» What do you do?

* Report it to someone  * Hit, punch, kick, or

» Talk it out

* Insult him

tackle him

Threaten to hurt him

« Joke about it Ignore it

+ Shove him Leave
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You say to him, “Buddy, what are you doing? You know she’s with me.
Go talk to someone else.”

He ignores you, steps between you and your girlfriend/wife, turns his back
to you, tells her that you’re a loser, and asks her to dance.

‘What do you do?

* Report it to someone  * Hit, punch, kick, or

* VBVQ scores were strongly associated with other
self-report measures of aggressiveness and
violent behavior in community (N =471) and

_ « Talk it out tackle him offender (N = 52) samples
_Non-violent
« Insult him * Threaten to hurt him * VBVQ scores were less positively skewed than
. i o 1 it VBS scores in community sample
Joke about it gnore 1 } unity p
-[° Shove him * Leave
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EVQ Correlated with Violent Behaviour?
) Creca or pantes
. .
Maimone (2021) found medium to large correlations in a ; . " i
) ( ) & ’ Do Attitudes Toward Violence Affect Violent Behavior?
variety of samples of men (students, community, Offenders) Kevin L. Nunes®, Chloe |. Pedneault®, and Chantal A. Hermann"®
* Violent Behaviour Scale (VBS) r=.42-.45 *Department of Psychology, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada; *Program Evaluation Unit, Ministry of
. . . . ) the Solicitor General of Ontario, Toronto, Canada
* Violent Behavior Vignette Questionnaire (VBVQ) r = .42 - .70
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But do Evaluative Attitudes Affect Violent
Behaviour?

» Randomized experiment

» 285 men (Qualtrics Panel from Canada and USA)

» Same manipulation as in EVQ development and
validity study

* Violent Behavior Vignette Questionnaire (VBVQ)

Attitude Change Condition Decreased Violent Behaviour

5025 d=-0.23
Q

Control Anti-violence attitude
Condition
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Replicated —
Evaluative Attitudes toward Violence...

035
_ 03 « ...may have been largely overlooked in the
§025 . s
E o2 correctional/forensic area
O e

0.15 . . .
2 « ...are correlated with violent behaviour
2.

0.05 * ...may provide complementary info relevant to

0
Control Anti-violence attitude violent behaviour
Condition . . .
 ...may play a causal role in violent behaviour
Perrault, L. P., Pedneault, C. 1., & Nunes, K. L. (2022). Do evaluative attitudes toward violence
influence violent behavior? A replication and extension. Manuscript in preparation.
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Next Steps

 Further tests of distinctiveness
 Further tests of effect on violent behaviour
 Forensic application?

 Other types of violence and populations;

e.g., IPV, women

Thank you!

« Students in the Aggressive Cognitions and Behaviour
Research Lab

* SSHRC, Carleton, and The Royal’s Institute of
Mental Health Research, Correctional Service of
Canada, and Solicitor General (Ontario)

I & I Social Sciences and Humanities  Conseil de recherches en
Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada

Canada
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