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Abstract

The purpose of the current study was to explore whether measures such
as the Violence Scale of the Revised Measures of Criminal Attitudes and
Associates (MCAA-R-V) and the Criminal Attitudes to Violence Scale
(CAVS) assess attitudes toward violence (Le., evaluation of violence) and
whether attitudes and the cognitions assessed by the MCAA-R-V and
CAVS are independently associated with violent behavior. Participants
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Violence is ... * Preliminary evidence that
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 —evaluative attitudes towards violence may not
be assessed by typical forensic measures
e ey —both evaluative attitudes and these other
negative positive cognitions are independently related to violent
behaviour
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Sample EVQ Item Sample EVQ Item

You hitting (for example, punching or kicking) a

You threatening to physically hurt a guy who
guy who hurts someone you care about.

Owes you money.
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Very bad A bit bad Abitgood Very good
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Does the EVQ Measure Evaluative Attitudes

You using a weapon (for example, a baseball bat,
knife, or gun) on a guy who has sex with your
girlfriend/wife or boyfriend/husband.

Towards Violence?

« If so, then its scores should change in response to
established attitude-change procedures

» Randomized experiment
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* N =510 men from the community (Qualtrics Panel)

Attitude-Change Condition

« Violence is a “lose-lose” situation, with negative
consequences for everyone involved.

You hitting a guy.
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You hitting a guy who hurts someone you care

You hitting a guy who steals from you.
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You hitting a guy.
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« The Grand Canyon is an impressive site with something for
everyone to enjoy.
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Conclusion

Next Steps
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