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COURSE TITLE:   Introduction to African Studies 

COURSE CODE: AFRI 1001A 

TERM: Fall 2023 

CLASS: 
Friday 11:35 am - 1:25 pm  

Venue: 

 

INSTRUCTOR: 
Samuel Ojo  Oloruntoba 

Office: 1705 Dunton Towers 

CONTACT: 

  Office Hours: Fridays 10:00am–11:00am (by appointment)  in person or 

On Zoom] 

  Email: samuelojooloruntoba@cunet.carleton.ca 

TEACHING 
ASSISTANTS: 

 TBD 

 

Course Description: 

Welcome to Introduction to African Studies. This course introduces students to major past and current 

aspects of African studies. The course will be taught from an interdisciplinary approach to include 

aspects of history, knowledge production, indigenous knowledge systems, decolonization, geography, 

politics and governance, digital technology, trade and development as well as literature and the arts.   

  

 

The course adopts a critical approach to rethinking the popular narrative of Africa in different fields of 

study. The course exposes students to critical and divergent perspectives on the complex nature of the 

continent, the progress made and the challenges involved in reasserting Africa’s role and agency in 

global affairs.  

 

Through the use of texts drawn from traditional and electronic sources, the course equips students with 

the skills to challenge the unbalanced and dominant stereotypes on Africa as a backward, dependent 

and hopeless continent. While contextualizing the various ongoing crisis of knowledge in African 

studies, the course foregrounds Africa’s historical achievements, attempts at decolonization through 

music, arts, politics and economy. 

 

 

Learning Outcomes:  

- Students will acquire better knowledge of the physical and cultural geography of the African 

continent and its Diaspora linkages 

- Students will develop capacity to rethink the dominant narrative about Africa as a continent of 

conflict, disease, and exotica 
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- Students will acquire better knowledge of the exciting literary, visual, musical production, and 

youth culture and activism in Africa 

- Students will understand the various aspects of the interesting scope of the field of African Studies 

not as a fossilized discipline, but one that is vibrant and related to their contemporary experience 

- Students will develop critical skills in critical reading, critical thinking, and critical writing 

 

Expectations 

This is an introductory course to African studies. It is an interdisciplinary course which requires 

extensive reading. Students are expected to read the assigned texts for each week prior to each class 

and be ready to participate fully in class discussions and answer questions raised. As opinions are 

different, students are expected to be respectful of the opinions of other students. Critical discussions 

with other students will help everyone broaden their understanding of the various issues covered in 

course. 

 

  In addition to the weekly class and tutorials, communication between the students and the instructors 

will be primarily through email and office hours. Students should check their Carleton email regularly. 

All course-related matters will be posted on Brightspace, which is Carleton’s learning management 

system. 

 

Course Structure and Teaching Approach 

This course is designed as a 110-minute weekly lecture with a one-hour weekly tutorial with Teaching 

Assistants. The course will be delivered in-person. However, students will be required to make use of 

the Brightspace for submission of assignments and quizzes. The readings will also be made available 

in ares in the Brightspace.  While the lectures set the tone and highlight the broad thematic engagements 

of the course, the tutorials offer platforms for close analysis of the texts and ideas. At the tutorials, 

students are required to engage in deeper critical conversations with the texts and the main themes of 

the course. To do so, students must be prepared to participate fully in an informed way. The assigned 

readings for the week will be critically discussed in order to develop students’ understanding of the 

subject or theme of the week. The tutorials will play an essential part in developing students’ critical 

thinking skills. Students are strongly encouraged to bring questions concerning the texts and the 

lectures to tutorials for discussion. 

 

 

Course Evaluation: 

The purpose of our class assessments is to enhance your critical thinking skills, introduce you to some 

important forms of academic writing and conducting research. The assessments will also offer you a 

unique avenue for exploring class topics. In order to get a final grade in this course, students must 

complete all the following deliverables by the due date. All assignments are to be submitted in the 

Brightspace  by the DUE DATE.  

 

Class/Tutorial Participation  

15%  

 

Students will be expected to participate in class/tutorial by 1) attending all the classes (except by 

permission) 2) contributing orally during class/tutorial discussion period   according to the numbers of 

tutorial groups/sections (A01, A02, A03, A04, A05 & A06). Students are expected to contribute at 

least 6 times over the course of the semester. Attendance is compulsory for all 12 classes. 

https://brightspace.carleton.ca/d2l/lms/group/user_group_list.d2l?ou=142540
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Weekly quiz.  

There will be 10 weekly quizzes on the various aspects of the course. This will start from the second 

to the eleventh week of the course. The questions will be available in the Brightspace for 24 hours after 

each class. All students are expected to answer the questions within this period.  

10% 

Mid-term quiz 

10% 

There will be a mid-term quiz, which will cover all the contents that have been completed in the 

course up to that point.   The quiz will take place during the class. Thus, students are expected to be 

present in person.  

 

Essay paper 

 

20% 

Students will be expected to write an essay based on relevant topics related to the course. Students 

will be allowed to select their own topics and send them to the Teaching Assistants coordinating their 

groups. The structure of the paper should include but not limited to the following: A clear research 

topic, an introduction, a clear research question, a clear argument on the topic, an analysis of the core 

arguments and a conclusion.  

 

Final Examination 

40% 

There will be a final examination for this course. This will be a combination of multiple-choice 

questions and a written essay. The multiple-choice questions will be 20% while the written essay will 

be 80%. The rubrics for the written essay will be provided in the Brightspace before the final 

examination.  

 

Extensions and Late Submissions of Essay paper. 

If you have a valid reason for requesting an extension (see the section on accommodation), please 

contact the instructor at least 3 days before the due date of submission. Late submissions without an 

accommodation will be penalized by 5% daily for a maximum of 7 days and will receive a zero after 

7 days.  

 
Item Due Date % of Final Grade 

Class participation N/A 15% 

Weekly quiz From September 15 to November 
24 (due for submission 24 hours 
later) 

10% 

Mid-term quiz October 13 15% 

Essay November 17 20% 

Final Examination  December 15 40% 

 

 

 

Course Materials: 
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All class materials will be available via links in the Brightspace. 

 

Course Calendar: 

 

 

September 8, 2023 

 

 

Class 1: Introduction to African Studies  

(Music by Paul Simon featuring Miriam Makeba: Under African Skies) 

 

Africa as a concept, idea and discipline both in the past and in contemporary times.  

 

Case Study: African Studies in Canada/Carleton (Watch: Nduka Otiono) 

 

Class Activity: Quiz 

  

Class Readings:  

 

Required 

- Arowosegbe, Jeremiah O. “Introduction: African Studies and the Universities in Postcolonial 

Africa.” Social dynamics 40.2 (2014): 243–254. 

- Schraeder, Peter J. (ed.) (2020) Understanding Contemporary Africa. 6th edition. Boulder, 

Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers. [Section on ‘Interdisciplinary Lens’ in Chapter 1: 

‘Introducing Africa’ by Schraeder] https://www.rienner.com/uploads/5ee8ecb9665f6.pdf 

Supplementary 

- Zeleza, Paul Tiyambe, “Reckoning with the Pasts and Reimagining the Futures of African   

      Studies for the 21st Century,” Keynote, January 7, 2019, 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/reckoning-with-the-pasts-

and-reimagining-the-futures-of-african-studies-for-the-21st-century.pdf  

- Chachage, Chambi, 2022, ‘Crisis? What Crisis?’ A Response to René Odanga’s Missive on African 

Studies’, CODESRIA Bulletin Online, No. 13, August 2022. 

https://journals.codesria.org/index.php/codesriabulletin/article/view/2290 

 

Watch: Zeinab Badawi on Using African history as a tool for Change. 

 

 

September 15, 2023 

 

 

Class 2: Africa in Space and Time  

(Music by Yvonne Chaka Chaka: Motherland/Mamaland) 

 

Class Activity: Quiz 

 

Class Readings:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85rr5SqrCZI
https://carleton.ca/english/cu-videos/meet-your-professors-nduka-otiono/
https://www.rienner.com/uploads/5ee8ecb9665f6.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/reckoning-with-the-pasts-and-reimagining-the-futures-of-african-studies-for-the-21st-century.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ssrc-cdn1/crmuploads/new_publication_3/reckoning-with-the-pasts-and-reimagining-the-futures-of-african-studies-for-the-21st-century.pdf
https://journals.codesria.org/index.php/codesriabulletin/article/view/2290
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsdwybV07e8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isVMYPqWZqw
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Required 

- . Schaub, Max. “Second-Order Ethnic Diversity: The Spatial Pattern of Diversity, Competition and 

Cooperation in Africa.” Political geography 59 (2017): 103–116. 

- Kajula, Lusajo & Chachage, Chambi, “Whither ‘Sub-Saharan Africa’: Can we use the compass 

instead?” CODESRIA Bulletin Online, No. 14,  October 2022. 

 

Supplementary 

- de Maret, Pierre. “From Kinship to Kingship: An African Journey into Complexity.” Azania 47.3 

(2012): 314–326. 

- Kayser-Bril, Nicolas, “Africa is not a country,” The Guardian, 24 January 2014, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/24/africa-clinton 

 

Watch: Siyanda Mohutsiwa on How young Africans found a voice on Twitter. 

 

 

 

September 22, 2023 

 

 

Class 3: Identity formation-from tribe to ethnicity  

(Music by Yemi Alade featuring Sauti Sol: Africa) 

Class Activity: Quiz: 

Analysis of the origin of tribes and ethnicity in relations to identity formation in Africa 

 Readings:  

 

Required  

Berman, Bruce J. “Ethnicity, Patronage and the African State: The Politics of uncil nationalism,” 

African affairs (London) 97.388 (1998): 305–34 

 

Oluwaseyi, Oyekan Adeolu. “Mythmaking, Identity Formation and Ethnic Nationalism in Post-

Colonial Nigeria Through the Lens of Yoruba and Igbo Nationalism.” Politikon 48.1 (2021): 74–97 

 

 

Supplementary  

 

-  Darwin John,   “Empire and Ethnicity.” Nations and nationalism 16.3 (2010): 383–401 

-  

- Brydon , Lynne . “Construction avatime: Questions of history and identity in a West African 

Polity, 1690s to the twentieth Journal of African history 49.1 (2008): 23–4 

-  

Watch: Chimamanda Ngozie Adichie on The danger of a single story. 

 

 

 

 

September 29, 2023 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/24/africa-clinton
https://www.ted.com/talks/siyanda_mohutsiwa_how_young_africans_found_a_voice_on_twitter?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_7fy-UiHfM
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
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Class 4: Historical Foundation of contemporary Africa (Slavery, colonialism and decolonization) 

(Music:  

Students will discuss how the foundations of slavery and colonialism foster decolonization and affect 

contemporary Africa) 

Class activity: Quiz 

 

Readings 

Rolingher, Louise. “A Metaphor for Freedom: Olaudah Equiano and Slavery in Africa.” Canadian 

journal of African studies 38.1 (2004): 88–122. 

 

Stahl, Ann B. “Slavery in Africa: The Spoken Subject.” Azania 55.4 (2020): 528–539. 

 

Supplementary  

 

Ewald, Janet J. “Slavery in Africa and the Slave Trades from Africa.” The American Historical 

Review 97.2 (1992): 465–485 

 

Special Supplement — Slavery in Africa.” Society (New Brunswick) 4.3 (1967): 44–56 

 

Class 5: October 6, 2023 

 

 Politics, Democracy and Governance 

(Music by Bobi Wine Featuring Several Musicians & Eminent African Leaders: Alone Altogether) 

 

This focuses on the state of politics in Africa in relation to the processes of democratization and 

governance. 

 

Case Study: Addressing corruption in governance: https://www.ft.com/video/b3ed285f-aaa9-3128-

8648-efa6512f668a 

 

Class Activity: Quiz:  

 

 Readings:  

 

Required 

- Adebayo Olukoshi, “Africa: Changing Politics in a Changing World,” in Frontiers of African 

Studies, eds., Hitomi Kirikoshi, Yasuo Matsunami, Shinichi Takeuchi, and Natsuko Midorikawa: 

African Studies Center – Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (ASC – TUFS), 2018 (pp. 9-25). 

http://www.tufs.ac.jp/asc/171103ASCsympo_full.pdf#page=16. 

- . Oloruntoba, S.O., Falola, T. (2018). Introduction: Contextualizing the Debates on Politics, 

Governance and Development. In: Oloruntoba, S., Falola, T. (eds) The Palgrave Handbook of 

African Politics, Governance and Development. Palgrave Macmillan, New York. 

https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-349-95232-8_1 

- Mama, Amina, ‘Women in Politics,’ in Routledge Handbook of African Politics Routledge, eds., 

Nic Cheeseman, David M. Anderson, and Andrea Scheibler: Routledge, 2013 (pp. 147-

162).https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/doi/10.4324/9780203070680.ch12. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J7ZpqHPO1g
http://www.tufs.ac.jp/asc/171103ASCsympo_full.pdf#page=16
https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/doi/10.4324/9780203070680.ch12
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Supplementary 

- Nyabola, Nanjala. “A Seat at the Table.” World Policy Journal 33, no. 4 (2016): 10-15. 

https://iknowpolitics.org/sites/default/files/world_policy_journal-2016-nyabola-10-5.pdf. 

- Tripp, Aili Marie. “Women and politics in Africa.” In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of African 

History. 2017. 

https://oxfordre.com/africanhistory/abstract/10.1093/acrefore/9780190277734.001.0001/acrefore-

9780190277734-e-192. 

- Mkandawire, Thandika, “‘Good Governance’: The Itinerary of an Idea.” Development in Practice 

17, no. 4/5 (2007): 679-81.http://www.jstor.org/stable/25548269 

 

Watch: Alice Mogwe on My Leadership Philosophy is guided by Africa’s Value of Botho. 

 

 

October 13, 2023 

 

 

 

Class 6: Political Economy  and Development  

(Music by Youssou Ndour: Africa) 

 

This class focuses on the dynamics of economic development in Africa in terms of trends, plans, 

achievements, and challenges.  

 

Case Study: African Economic Development (Watch: Samuel Oloruntoba) 

 

Class Activity: Quiz:  

 

Class Readings:  

 

Required 

- Oloruntoba, S.O., Falola, T. (2020). The Political Economy of Africa: Connecting the Past to the 

Present and Future of Development in Africa. In: Oloruntoba, S.O., Falola, T. (eds) The Palgrave 

Handbook of African Political Economy. Palgrave Handbooks in IPE. Palgrave Macmillan,  

- Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-38922-2_1 

- Koenane, Mojalefa Lehlohonolo. “Economic Development in Africa through the Stokvel 

System : ‘our’ Indigenous Way or ‘theirs.’” Filosofia Theoretica 8.1 (2019): 109–124. 

Supplementary 

- . 

- Canen, Nathan, and Leonard Wantchekon. "Political Distortions, State Capture, and Economic 

Development in Africa." Journal of Economic Perspectives 36, no. 1 (2022): 101-24. 

https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.36.1.101.\ 

Ake, Claude, 1981  The Political Economy of Africa, London, Longman 

 

Watch: Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala on How Africa can keep rising. 

 

 

https://iknowpolitics.org/sites/default/files/world_policy_journal-2016-nyabola-10-5.pdf
https://oxfordre.com/africanhistory/abstract/10.1093/acrefore/9780190277734.001.0001/acrefore-9780190277734-e-192
https://oxfordre.com/africanhistory/abstract/10.1093/acrefore/9780190277734.001.0001/acrefore-9780190277734-e-192
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOAD-Xc9fgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgFWsF1nsXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GxzfdPN7QA
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-38922-2_1
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/jep.36.1.101./
https://www.ted.com/talks/ngozi_okonjo_iweala_how_africa_can_keep_rising?language=en
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October 20, 2023 

 

 

Class 6: Climate Change and Industrialization in Africa 

(Music by USA for Africa: We are the World) 

 

The challenge of conserving the environment in Africa in the global context of climate change. 

 

Case Study: Mitigating Climate Change in Africa (Watch: Onita Basu) 

 

Class Activity: Quiz 

 

Class Readings: 

 

- dos Santos, Monika. “Climate Change, the Fourth Industrial Revolution and Sustainable 

Development in Africa.” Africa insight 49.4 (2020) 

- Mahlatsi, Monaheng. “Climate Change: Towards Compensating Africa for Economic Growth and 

Development by Industrialized Countries.” Journal of social and development sciences 9.3 (2018): 

15–20. 

 

Supplementary 

- Ibrahim, I.D. et al. “A Review on Africa Energy Supply through Renewable Energy Production: 

Nigeria, Cameroon, Ghana and South Africa as a Case Study.” Energy strategy reviews 38 

(2021): 100740 

- Lusagalika, Jackson Simon, The Role and Influence of Media in Creating Environmental 

Awareness in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, Nokoko 2020 (8): 83-98. 

https://carleton.ca/africanstudies/wp-content/uploads/Nokoko-8-5-Jackson-Simon-Lusagalika-

Revised.pdf. 

 

Watch: Ali Mufuruki on Is Africa really “rising”? 

 

 

November 3, 2023 

 

 

Class 7: Indigenous Knowledge and peoples of Africa 

(Music by Fela Kuti: Teacher Don’t Teach Me Nonsense) 

 

The imperative of indigenous knowledge in understanding Africa. The topic also examines 

indigenous peoples of Africa in relations to the postcolonial state 

 

Case Study: I am an African (Watch: Thabo Mbeki) 

 

Class Activity: Quiz 

Class Readings:  

 

Required 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3wNuru4U0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7GIuaV86qF0
https://carleton.ca/africanstudies/wp-content/uploads/Nokoko-8-5-Jackson-Simon-Lusagalika-Revised.pdf
https://carleton.ca/africanstudies/wp-content/uploads/Nokoko-8-5-Jackson-Simon-Lusagalika-Revised.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjgJ2KpyJ5w&t=285s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgJ-VC-IOrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCeLwTITRoQ
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- Heto, Prince Paa-Kwesi, and Takako Mino. “(Dis)continuity of African Indigenous Knowledge.” 

AlterNative : an international journal of indigenous peoples 19.1 (2023): 71–79 

- Wilmsen, Edwin N. et al. “Paradigmatic History of San-Speaking Peoples and Current Attempts 

at Revision [and Comments and Replies].” Current anthropology 31.5 (1990): 489–524 

Supplementary 

- Appiah, Kwame Anthony. In my father's house: Africa in the philosophy of culture. Oxford 

University Press, 1993 

- Balehegn, Mulubrhan et al. “Indigenous Weather and Climate Forecasting Knowledge Among 

Afar Pastoralists of North Eastern Ethiopia: Role in Adaptation to Weather and Climate 

Variability.” Pastoralism : research, policy and practice 9.1 (2019): 1–14. 

. 

 

Watch: Chika Ezeanya-Esiobu on How Africa can use its traditional knowledge to make progress. 

 

******* October 23-27 Fall Break, No Classes ******* 

 

 

November 10, 2023 

 

 

Class 8: Religions,  Beliefs and Intercultural relations  

(Music by Lucky Dube: False Prophets) 

 

The impact foreign and Traditional  African religions on Africa.  

 

Case Study: Africa is the forward that the world needs to face (Watch: Pius Adesanmi)  

 

Class Activity: Quiz 

Class Readings:  

 

Required 

- Peel, J.D.Y (John David Yeadon, “A Century of Interplay Between Islam and Christianity,” in 

Christianity, Islam, and Oriṣa Religion: Three Traditions in Comparison and Interaction, ed. 

J.D.Y. Peel: University of California Press, 2015. 172–191. 

https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/32857. 

- Olupona, Jacob K. African religions: A very short introduction. Vol. 377. Oxford University 

Press, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplementary 

 

- . NKULU-N’SENGHA, M. “Interreligious Dialogue in Black Africa Among Christianity, Islam, 

and African Traditional Religion.” Journal of ecumenical studies 33.4 (1996): 528–556. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28sa2zGgmwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_b3jogTGDpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofrxl7zDh_Q
https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/32857
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Watch: Walter Mwambazi on 5 Major Reasons Religion Is the No.1 Cause of Poverty in Africa. 

 

 

November 17, 2023 

 

 

Class 9: Music and Art 

(Music by Bob Marley: Africa Unite) 

 

The impact of music on political liberation and economic justice in Africa,  

 

Case Study: Roots and West African Rhythm Ensembles (Watch: Petr Cancura & Kathy Armstrong) 

 

Class Activity: Quiz 

 

Class Readings:  

 

Required 

- Mtshali, Khondlo, and Gugu Hlongwane. “Contextualizing South Africa’s Freedom Songs: A 

Critical Appropriation of Lee Hirsch’s ‘Amandla!: A Revolution in Four-Part Harmony 

- Vambe, Maurice Taonezvi. “Songs That Won South Sudan’s Political Independence: A Warchild 

Perspective.” Muziki : journal of music research in Africa 11.1 (2014): 4–17 

-  

- Supplementary 

- Pfukwa, Charles. “Black September et Al: Chimurenga Songs as Historical Narratives in the 

Zimbabwean Liberation War.” Muziki : journal of music research in Africa 5.1 (2008): 30–61 

- Appiah, Kwame Anthony. “Is the post-in postmodernism the post-in postcolonial?” Critical 

inquiry 17, no. 2 (1991): 336-357. https://www.jstor.org/stable/1343840. 

 

Watch: Touria El Glaoui on Inside Africa’s thriving art scene. 

 

November 24, 2023 

 

 

Class 10: Technology and Digitalization 

(Music by Peter Tosh featuring Andrew Tosh: Mama Africa) 

 

The ways in which Africa and Africans are navigating the promises and perils of the digital age. 

 

Case Study: Meet BRCK, Internet access built for Africa (Watch: Juliana Rotich) 

 

Class Activity: Quiz 

 

Class Readings:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfBzEAieaAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rsgAHUqdp1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_KQeEgPxA4
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1343840
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tQee2_JgUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqc0FXiazQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsJYrwzfd6w
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Required 

- Mavhunga, Clapperton Chakanesta, “Introduction,” in What do science, technology, and 

innovation mean from Africa? ed. Clapperton Chakanesta Mavhunga: The MIT Press, 2017 (pp. 

1-27). https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/31335. 

- Nothias, Toussaint. “Access granted: Facebook’s free basics in Africa.” Media, Culture & 

Society 42.3 (2020): 329-348. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0163443719890530. 

- Kuteyi, Damilola, and Herwig Winkler. “Logistics Challenges in Sub-Saharan Africa and 

Opportunities for Digitalization.” Sustainability (Basel, Switzerland) 14.4 (2022 

 

Supplementary 

- Wantchekon, Leonard, and Zara Riaz. “Mobile technology and food access.” World 

Development 117 (2019): 344-356. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0305750X19300129. 

- Mabweazara, Hayes Mawindi. "Mainstreaming African digital cultures, practices and emerging 

forms of citizen engagement." African Journalism Studies 36, no. 4 (2015): 1-11. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/23743670.2015.1119486. 

- Twagira, Laura Ann. “Introduction: Africanizing the history of technology.” Technology and 

Culture 61, no. 2 (2020): S1-S19. https://muse.jhu.edu/article/761591/pdf. 

 

Watch: Nobukhosi Zulu on Digital colonialism and my human rights. 

 

 

December 1, 2023 

 

 

Class 11: Africapitalism, , Entrepreneurship and the Informal sector  

(Music by Pharrell Williams featuring JAY-Z: Pharrell Williams: Entrepreneur) 

 

The relationship between emergent private sector, informal sector and economic growth   

 

Case Study: The Black Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub (Watch: Mary Ng) 

 

Class Activity: Quiz 

 

Class Readings:  

 

Required 

 

- Mgumia, Jacqueline H. “Chuma Ulete: Business and Discourses of Witchcraft in Neoliberal 

Tanzania.” Journal for the study of religion 33.1 (2020): 1–26, 

http://www.scielo.org.za/pdf/jsr/v33n1/01.pdf. 

- Onwuegbuzie, Henrietta N. et al. “Indigenous Knowledge and Africapitalism: An Unexploited 

Source for Sustainable Development.” Journal of entrepreneurship and innovation in emerging 

economies 

- Moses E. Ochonu, “African Entrepreneurship: the fetish of personal responsibility,” Review of 

African Political Economy (ROAPE), May 26, 2020. https://roape.net/2020/05/26/african-

entrepreneurship-the-fetish-of-personal-responsibility/. 

https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/31335
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0163443719890530
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0305750X19300129
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/23743670.2015.1119486
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/761591/pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYt7mwfJIzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTOoY5MIkvM
https://www.facebook.com/CanadaBusiness/videos/live-minister-ng-announces-partners-for-the-black-entrepreneurship-knowledge-hub/283015823783460/
http://www.scielo.org.za/pdf/jsr/v33n1/01.pdf
https://roape.net/2020/05/26/african-entrepreneurship-the-fetish-of-personal-responsibility/
https://roape.net/2020/05/26/african-entrepreneurship-the-fetish-of-personal-responsibility/


AFRI 1001 A 
Fall 2022 

Page 12 of 19 

 

 

Supplementary 

- Ochonu, Moses E., ed. Entrepreneurship in Africa: A historical approach. Indiana University 

Press, 2018. https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv2d6jsbd. 

- Friederici, Nicolas, Michel Wahome, and Mark Graham. Digital entrepreneurship in Africa: 

How a continent is escaping Silicon Valley's long shadow. The MIT Press, 2020. 

https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/43517 

- Spring, Anita, and Lettice Kinunda Rutashobya. “Gender-related themes in African 

entrepreneurship: Introduction to the articles.” Journal of African Business 10, no. 1 (2009): 1-10.  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15228910802701270. 

 

Watch: Vusi Thembekwayo on The Big Lie of Small Business. 

 

 

December 8, 2023 

 

 

Class 12: Health and Medicine  

(Music by Rayvanny: Magufuli-Corona) 

 

Public health systems and resilience of African medical alternatives approaches  to containing 

diseases. 

 
Case Study: Global Health Response to the Ebola Epidemic in West Africa (Watch: Paul Mkandawire) 

 

Class Activity: Students will be divided into groups to read and present their findings to the class 

 

Class Readings:  

 

Required 

- Chigudu, Simukai, Momodou Jasseh, Umberto D’Alessandro, Tumani Corrah, Adama Demba, and 

Julie Balen. “The Role of Leadership in People-Centred Health Systems: A Sub-National Study in 

the Gambia.” Health Policy and Planning, 2018. https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czu078. 

- Kayum, Ahmed A. “Decolonizing the Vaccine,” Africa is a Country, June 6, 

2020. https://africasacountry.com/2020/06/decolonizing-the-vaccine. 

- James, Peter Bai et al. “Traditional, Complementary and Alternative Medicine Use in Sub-

Saharan Africa: a Systematic Review.” BMJ global health 3.5 (2018): e000895–e000895. 

Supplementary 

- Mojola, Sanyu A. Love, money, and HIV: Becoming a modern African woman in the age of 

AIDS. Univ of California Press, 2014. 

- Chigudu, Simukai. The political life of an epidemic: Cholera, crisis and citizenship in Zimbabwe. 

Cambridge University Press, 2020. 

-  

Watch: Richmond Sarpong on The face of disease in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

Class Conduct  

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv2d6jsbd
https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/43517
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15228910802701270
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhBDfJY-xZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzzYz0DMPDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIf1NnK39hc
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czu078
https://africasacountry.com/2020/06/decolonizing-the-vaccine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIsY87-zkXA
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The Carleton University Human Rights Policies and Procedures affirm that all members of the 

University community share a responsibility to:  

 

• promote equity and fairness,  

• respect and value diversity,  

• prevent discrimination and harassment, and  

• preserve the freedom of its members to carry out responsibly their scholarly work without 

threat of interference.  

 

This course welcomes the presence and contributions of all people regardless of their gender, sex, 

sexual orientation, age, culture, abilities, ethnic origin, marital status, nationality, race, religion, 

language, disciplinary background, or socioeconomic status.  

 

Prejudice, harassment, and discrimination are detrimental to the values and purpose of any scholarly 

community. It is the responsibility of all participants to ensure that this course is a safe space for all 

participants. Please be mindful of and take responsibility for your speech and behaviour. This 

includes but is not limited to: 

 

• Respecting other participants at all times 

• Being generous and patient in comments and questions 

• Listening to others and being careful not to dominate discussions 

• Not using language that is racist, sexist, homophobic, classist, cissexist, ableist, etc. 

• Be aware of your own privilege(s) and humbly accept respectful corrections (or humbly 

correct yourself) 

 

If you have any comments or concerns regarding this statement, or if you experience marginalizing 

or silencing behaviour during the course, please talk to me. Any student who continues to violate the 

above policies is subject to disciplinary sanctions according to Carleton’s policies. 

 

 

What to Expect from Me:  

 

Email Policy  

 

I am available to respond to your emails about any questions you may have about the course. Please 

feel free to consult me or any of the TAs. Before sending an email, please make sure that you have 

first checked the course outline, Brightspace, and calendar for your answer. In the subject line, please 

include the course code. I will respond within 2 days (excluding weekends). Alternatively, come and 

ask questions in person during my office hours! Please do not email about when grades are coming 

out or if you can know your grade in advance.  

 

Grades  

 

Grades will be posted on Brightspace a maximum of two weeks after the assignment due date. Please 

wait 24 hours after receiving your grade before emailing me if you wish to have your grade 

reviewed and expect that I will ask if you have thoroughly read the feedback you have received.  
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My Conduct  

 

You as a student have a right to study, work and live in a safe environment free of discrimination or 

harassment. I will abide by the equity policies outlined by Carleton University and as such pledge to 

treat all my students with the respect, dignity, and compassion they are not only entitled to, but 

deserve.  

 

My main goal is to encourage students to be open minded and seek to understand  other ways of 

knowing the world and recognize that in doing so, the world becomes more livable, where radical 

ideas and meaningful connections can take place. I will provide a variety of methods for learning 

during class, and I will provide ample opportunity for students to demonstrate their learning. 
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SPECIAL INFORMATION REGARDING PANDEMIC MEASURES 

 

Carleton will continue to follow all public health guidelines as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. 

Instructors may find it helpful to review the guidelines for in-class teaching and labs. Both guideline 

documents are available on the COVID-19 website. Please note that updated versions of both 

documents will be distributed and posted online soon. 

It is important to remember that COVID is still present in Ottawa. The situation can change at any 

time and the risks of new variants and outbreaks are very real. There are a number of actions you can 

take to lower your risk and the risk you pose to those around you including being vaccinated, 

wearing a mask, staying home when you’re sick, washing your hands and maintaining proper 

respiratory and cough etiquette. 

Feeling sick? Remaining vigilant and not attending work or school when sick or with symptoms is 

critically important. If you feel ill or exhibit COVID-19 symptoms do not come to class or campus. If 

you feel ill or exhibit symptoms while on campus or in class, please leave campus immediately. In all 

situations, you must follow Carleton’s symptom reporting protocols. 

Masks: Carleton has paused the COVID-19 Mask Policy, but continues to strongly recommend 

masking when indoors, particularly if physical distancing cannot be maintained. It may become 

necessary to quickly reinstate the mask requirement if pandemic circumstances were to change. 

Vaccines: Further, while proof of vaccination is no longer required as of May 1 to attend campus or 

in-person activity, it may become necessary for the University to bring back proof of vaccination 

requirements on short notice if the situation and public health advice changes. Students are strongly 

encouraged to get a full course of vaccination, including booster doses as soon as they are eligible, 

and submit their booster dose information in cuScreen as soon as possible. Please note that Carleton 

cannot guarantee that it will be able to offer virtual or hybrid learning options for those who are 

unable to attend the campus. 

All members of the Carleton community are required to follow requirements and guidelines 

regarding health and safety which may change from time to time. For the most recent information 

about Carleton’s COVID-19 response and health and safety requirements please see the University’s 

COVID-19 website and review the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). Should you have additional 

questions after reviewing, please contact covidinfo@carleton.ca. 

 

 

  

https://carleton.ca/provost/wp-content/uploads/Classroom-teaching-COVID19-guideline-210607.pdf
https://carleton.ca/provost/wp-content/uploads/Teaching-Lab-COVID-19-Guideline-210607.pdf
https://carleton.ca/covid19/safe-return-to-campus/classroom-guidelines/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/health-and-safety/reducing-your-risks/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/health-and-safety/reducing-your-risks/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/covid-19-symptom-reporting/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/policies-and-protocols/mask-policy/
http://carleton.ca/covid19/cuscreen
https://carleton.ca/covid19/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/
https://carleton.ca/covid19/faq/
mailto:covidinfo@carleton.ca
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REGULATIONS 

 

COPIES OF WRITTEN WORK SUBMITTED  

Always retain for yourself a copy of all essays, term papers, written assignments or take-home tests 

submitted in your courses.  

 

PLAGIARISM  

The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, 

expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 

reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 

whole or in part, by someone else;  

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 

appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

• using another’s data or research findings;  

• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 

works and/or failing to use quotation marks. 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. The 

Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 

student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. 

They can include a final grade of "F" for the course.  

 

COURSE SHARING WEBSITES and COPYRIGHT 

Classroom teaching and learning activities, including lectures, discussions, presentations, etc., by 

both instructors and students, are copy protected and remain the intellectual property of their 

respective author(s). All course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, outlines, and other 

materials, are also protected by copyright and remain the intellectual property of their respective 

author(s).  

  

Students registered in the course may take notes and make copies of course materials for their own 

educational use only. Students are not permitted to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course 

materials publicly for commercial or non-commercial purposes without express written consent from 

the copyright holder(s). 

 

STATEMENT ON CLASS CONDUCT  

The Carleton University Human Rights Policies and Procedures affirm that all members of the 

University community share a responsibility to:  

• promote equity and fairness,  

• respect and value diversity,  

• prevent discrimination and harassment, and  

• preserve the freedom of its members to carry out responsibly their scholarly work without 

threat of interference.  
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Carleton University Equity Services states that “every member of the University community 

has a right to study, work and live in a safe environment free of discrimination or harassment”. 

[In May of 2001 Carleton University’s Senate and Board of Governors approved the Carleton 

University Human Rights Policies and Procedures. The establishment of these policies and 

procedures was the culmination of the efforts of the Presidential Advisory Committee on Human 

Rights and a Human Rights Implementation Committee.] 

 

Late Assignments and Accommodations  

 

All assignments must be submitted by 9 am on their due date electronically via Brightspace. 

Late assignments will be marked down (1 point per day excluding weekends and holidays) 

Assignments will automatically receive 0 if submitted more than 7 days after the due date.  

 

If a late submission of a paper or an assignment is unavoidable (e.g., personal or medical reasons), 

please inform the instructor/TA before the due date if possible and have written documentation 

available if possible.  

 

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 

accommodation request, the processes are as follows: 

 

Pregnancy obligation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic 

accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 

accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Services website.  

 

Religious obligation: Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation 

during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known 

to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Services website.  

 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability 

requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact the Paul Menton Centre for 

Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation or 

contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor your Letter of Accommodation at the 

beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no later than two weeks before the first in-

class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting 

accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor as soon as possible to ensure accommodation 

arrangements are made. For more details, visit the Paul Menton Centre website.  

 

Survivors of Sexual Assault: As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a 

positive learning, working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and 

where survivors are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton’s Sexual Violence 

Policy. For more information about the services available at the university and to obtain information 

about sexual violence and/or support, visit Sexual Assault Support Services.  

 

Accommodations for Student Activities: Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, 

both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student participating in 

activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students 

who compete or perform at the national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any 

https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
https://carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
file:///C:/Users/FemiAji/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YXRUPPO8/pmc@carleton.ca
https://carleton.ca/pmc/
https://carleton.ca/pmc/
https://carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support/


AFRI 1001 A 
Fall 2022 

Page 18 of 19 

 

requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after 

the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, access the policy.  

 

Petitions to Defer  

Students unable to write a final examination because of illness or other circumstances beyond their 

control or whose performance on an examination has been impaired by such circumstances may 

apply within five working days to the Registrar's Office for permission to write a deferred 

examination. The request must be fully and specifically supported by a medical certificate or other 

relevant documentation. Only deferral petitions submitted to the Registrar's Office will be 

considered. 

 

 

Grading System  

Letter grades assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents:  

A+ = 90-100 (12) B = 73-76 (8) C - = 60-62 (4)  F= 0-49 (0) – Failure: no academic 

credit 

A = 85-89 (11) B - = 70-72 (7) D+ = 57-59 (3)   

A - = 80-84 (10) C+ = 67-69 (6) D = 53-56 (2)   

B+ = 77-79 (9) C = 63-66 (5) D - = 50-52 (1)   

   

The following additional final course grades may be assigned by instructors: 

DEF  Official deferral of final exam (see "Petitions to Defer")  

GNA  Grade not available. This is used when there is an allegation of an academic offence. The 

notation is replaced with the appropriate grade for the course as soon as it is available. 

IP  In Progress – a notation (IP) assigned to a course by a faculty member when: At the 

undergraduate level, an undergraduate thesis or course has not been completed by the end of the 

period of registration. 

WDN Withdrawn. No academic credit, no impact on the CGPA. WDN is a permanent notation that 

appears on the official transcript for students who withdraw after the full fee adjustment date in each 

term (noted in the Academic Year section of the Calendar each term). Students may withdraw on or 

before the last day of classes. 

 

Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty 

Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are 

final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

 

 

  

https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
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Withdrawal without Academic Penalty  

September 30, 2023: Last day for a full fee adjustment when withdrawing from fall and fall/winter 

(full year) courses (financial withdrawal). Withdrawals after this date will create no financial change 

to fall term fees and will result in a permanent notation of WDN appearing on your official transcript. 

 

November 15, 2023: Last day for academic withdrawal from fall courses. 

 

Intellectual Property  

 

Student or professor materials created for this course (including slides, assignments, activities, etc.) 

remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They are intended for personal use and may not be 

reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of the author(s). Among other things, this 

means that you must receive written consent of the author(s) before offering any of these materials to 

a course sharing website or other service. 

 

Students registered in the course may take notes and make copies of course materials for their own 

educational use only. Students are not permitted to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course 

materials publicly for commercial or non-commercial purposes without express written consent from 

the copyright holder(s). 

 

 

Student Resources 

 

Institute of African Studies (613-520-2600, ext. 2220)   439 PA  

Registrar's Office         (3500)   300 Tory  

Academic Advising Centre        (7850)   302 Tory  

Paul Menton Centre         (6608)   501 University Centre  

Career Services         (6611)   401 Tory  

Health and Counselling Services       (6674)   2600 CTTC 

 

Covid-19 Student Support 

• Empower Me is a free, confidential counselling service for students. This service can be accessed 

any time by telephone, video-counselling or e-counselling. 

• TAO Online Therapy is designed to address issues related to anxiety and depression. The online 

modules are accessible 24/7. 

• For a listing of mental health resources across Canada, please visit our Provincial Support resources 

website. 

• Additional student resources are available on Carleton’s Mental Health and Well-Being website. 

• Information about Health and Counselling Services (HCS) will be available on the HCS website. 

https://carleton.ca/africanstudies/
https://carleton.ca/registrar/
https://carleton.ca/academicadvising/
https://carleton.ca/pmc/
https://carleton.ca/career/
https://carleton.ca/health/
https://students.carleton.ca/services/empower-me-counselling-services/
https://carleton.ca/wellness/tao/
https://carleton.ca/wellness/provincial-support-resources/
https://carleton.ca/wellness/provincial-support-resources/
https://carleton.ca/wellness/living-well/resources/
https://carleton.ca/health/

