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!"#"#" is an open-access journal promoting dialogue, discourse and debate on Pan-Africanism, 
Africa and Africana. !"#"#" brings forward the foundational work of Professor Daniel Osabu-Kle 
and his colleagues when they started the Journal of Pan-African Wisdom in 2005. ‘Nokoko’ is a 
Ga word that means something that is new, novel, surprising and interesting. The journal offers a 
venue for scholarship to challenge enduring simplified views of Africa and the African diaspora, 
by providing other perspectives and insights that may be surprising, interesting, and refreshing.

Combining spaces for academic and community reflection, !"#"#" creates an opportunity for 
discussion of research that reflects on the complicated nature of pan-African issues. It provides 
a forum for the publication of work from a cross disciplinary perspective that reflects scholarly 
endeavour, policy discussions, practitioners’ reflections, and social activists’ thinking concerning 
the continent and beyond. Hosted by the Institute of African Studies at Carleton University (in 
Ottawa, Canada), !"#"#" provides a space for emerging and established scholars to publish their 
work on Africa and the African diaspora.

The Editorial Board of !"#"#" is
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!H#$1H%2@A%+ is an Assistant Professor (Limited Term Appointment) in the Department of Com-
munication and Critical Thinking at Trent University. His research focuses on African and global 
literature, humour and the representation of African/ Black culture in Canada.

!>>127#",& is an author and doctoral student at Concordia University. Her work focuses on cli-
mate change, cultural identity and the politics of memory and storytelling. Her debut collection of 
short stories, We Animals, was published in December 2020. 

N%H#)2K1A%A1 is the Jacob and Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the Humanities and University 
Distinguished Teaching Professor at the University of Texas at Austin. His primary research inter-
est focuses on African history since the nineteenth century, with a concentration on Nigeria. He is 
author and editor of more than one hundred books and has won various awards including the Cecil 
B. Currey Book Award for Economic Reforms and Modernization in Nigeria. A former president of 
the African Studies Association, he has been decorated with half a dozen honorary doctorates and 
Fellowships of the Historical Society of Nigeria and the Nigerian Academy of Letters.

O1),2=,&/D% served as the Deputy High Commissioner, Kenya Mission, Ottawa, Canada from 
July 2015 to July 2019. Before joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Government of the 
Republic of Kenya, she served as a Commissioner with the Ethics and Anticorruption Commission 
in Nairobi, Kenya, and as Assistant Director, Preventive Services, at the defunct Kenya Anticor-
ruption Commission. Kerubo is an accomplished academic, scholar and researcher with over 15 
years of experience at the university level. Her research interests are in educational administration 
and leadership, gender and gender equality in education, women’s empowerment, ethics and good 
governance, diplomacy and international relations. She is the co-author of African Women in Di-
plomacy: The Rising Role, Kenya, Rwanda, South Africa and Zimbabwe (2020).

3A/'%A123</)D1H% teaches poetry, literary theory and African literature at the Department of 
English, University of Lagos in Nigeria.  With a keen interest in common archetypes and their uni-
fying factors, Ogunbayo examines the human condition by comparing related patterns which are 
prominent in specific cultural contexts yet have global appeal. 
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?1>/,A23M%23A%&/)$%D1 has been an Associate Professor at the Thabo Mbeki African Leadership 
Institute (now Thabo Mbeki School of Public and International Affairs), University of South Africa, 
Pretoria, South Africa since 2018 and is a Visiting Professor, Institute of African Studies, Carleton 
University, Ottawa, Canada.  He obtained a PhD in Political Science from the University of Lagos, 
Nigeria. Oloruntoba is the author, editor and co-editor of several books including Regionalism and 
Integration in Africa: EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements and Euro-Nigeria Relations, 
2016 and co-editor with Toyin Falola Palgrave Handbook of African Political Economy, Palgrave. 
2020. Oloruntoba was the recipient of the National Research Foundation of South Africa Award as 
an Established Scholar in 2018.  His research interests are in political economy of development in 
Africa, migration, democracy and development.

."/0123$#%)% is an Associate Professor at the Institute of African Studies, Carleton University. 
He is the author and co-editor of several books of creative writing and academic research includ-
ing Oral Literary Performance in Africa: Beyond Text (2021), Wreaths for a Wayfarer (2020), and 
Polyvocal Bob Dylan: Music, Performance, Literature (2019). Prior to turning to academia, he was 
for many years a journalist in Nigeria and General Secretary of the Association of Nigerian Au-
thors. His research has appeared in  top-ranked journals, and his creative writing books include 
his recently re-issued debut, The Night Hides with a Knife (1995), which won the ANA/Spectrum 
Prize for Fiction.

@",%A/23A/:1',H#23H,01) holds a PhD in Philosophy from the University of Lagos, and has 
taught Philosophy at Lagos State University since 2008. He is currently a SarCHi Postdoctoral Re-
search Fellow on Identities and Social Cohesion in Africa (ISCIA) at the Nelson Mandela Universi-
ty, Port Elizabeth. He has published several articles in peer reviewed journals and edited volumes. 
Adeolu’s research interests straddle identity politics and conflict management, African philosophy, 
postcolonial studies, applied ethics and intercultural philosophy.

*%>-%&$23A1M/>%0,2R,&#''#>% is a Ph.D. student at the University of Alberta’s Department of 
English and Film Studies. Her dissertation is a research-creation project that looks at the traumatic 
affects of the Nigerian-Biafran War as depicted in fiction. She is also the author of two collections 
of poetry, I am memory (Dada Books, 2008) and The Birth of Illusion (2015). Her most recent 
publication is the award-winning novel, A Small Silence (2019).
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1 The book reviews are by Eyitayo Aloh and Emma Bider, respectively titled "Listen-
ing to African Voices: Adesanmi's Love letter From the Grave" and "The Privilege of Editing 
#WhoOwnsTheProblem: Remembering Pius Adesanmi."
2 F. Njubi Nesbitt (2002) provides more context for apprehending the point being made 
here, which we would like to quote at some length: “To complicate matters further, the migrants 
must also endure alienation from their countries of origin. Academic exiles are likely to be victims 
of government repression even before leaving their home countries. Many are pushed out of their 
countries after political disturbances at university campuses. Others are exiled because their politi-
cal perspectives do not correspond with the dominant ideological dispensation of the time. Yet, 
these same forces that kept them from achieving their full potential at home demonize them for 
leaving instead of contributing to national development. These tensions between intellectuals and 
politicians have boiled over frequently in the postcolonial world… [as]… in a shouting match be-
tween Ghana's President Jerry Rawlings and eminent Kenyan scholar Ali Mazrui during a confer-
ence in Davos, Switzerland in June 1999 (Mwagiru, 1999). The Ghanaian president was extremely 
upset because medical doctors trained in Ghana at great expense were leaving for the West as soon 
as they completed their studies. He argued that it was not enough for the professionals to repay 
their student loans because it took at least 7 years to train another doctor, leaving thousands of 
patients without medical care” (69).
3 While we do not provide a more detailed discussion of these categories here, it is import-
ant to note the association between the “comprador intelligentsia” and those intellectuals who 
serve the hegemonic ruling class in contradistinction from the progressive public intellectuals 
who oppose and have a vision of a more democratic, just world. Indeed, as Derek Boothman 
(2008) rightly points out, Antonio Gramsci’s concept of hegemony “rests, as he himself states, on a 
fundamental text of Marx’s, the 1859 preface to A Contribution to a Critique of Political Economy, 
which he translated in a part of Notebook 7 set aside for such work” (201).
4 It is impractical to cover every salient dimension of this vast and complex subject matter. 
For example, we have not paid attention to the distinction between the ‘Africanist’ intellectual and 
the Africana intellectual—Nduka Otiono offers some insight into this area in his essay in this vol-
ume. Suffice it therefore to note that while the ‘Africanist’ intellectual focuses on Africa, the latter 
are African and diaspora intellectuals that write not just about Africa but also about its Diasporas 
and of much else: see for example, Lewis Gordon (2008).
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5 Oloruntoba’s title and insights here remind one of Ali Mazrui’s article (2005), “Pan ‐ Afri-
canism and the intellectuals: Rise, decline and revival” in which, to appropriate Assié-Lumumba 
& Lumumba-Kasongo’s (2010) apt summary, Mazrui “argues that as the origins of modern black 
intellectual traditions and those of Pan ‐ Africanism are intertwined, African ‘intellectuals and ed-
ucated minds’ have the capacity ‘to conceive and construct an alternative social paradigm” (203).
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6 The emphasis on the literary profile of these public intellectuals is not intended to exclude 
or downplay the non-literary types. Indeed, besides the social impact of the work of the philos-
opher Kwasi Wiredu as discussed in this special issue, scholars such as Seifudein Adem (2010) 
have argued for the disciplinary stake of political scientist as public intellectuals in Africa—with 
Claude Ake (especially in his ground-breaking Social Science as Imperialism) and Ali Mazrui as 
paragons. Adem forcefully notes that: “a political scientist combines the personal experience of 
political consciousness, the general ethos of scholarship, and the specialized skills of interpreting 
political phenomena.” He further observes that “Political consciousness is sensitivity to issues of 
public concern and to the policy implications of private interests. The ethos of scholarship is root-
ed in adherence to the rules of evidence, documentation, and logic” (1).
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