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Alan Whiteside OBE is an internationally recognized academic and CIGI Chair in Global 
Health at the Balsillie School of International Affairs and Wilfrid Laurier University.  His main 
research interest is the economic and development impact of health and HIV/AIDS.   He is a 
Professor Emeritus of the University of KwaZulu-Natal in Durban. Born in Kenya and raised in 
Swaziland, Alan holds a B.A. (Hons) in Development Studies and an M.A. in Development 
Economics, from the University of East Anglia and a D.Econ from the University of Natal 
(KwaZulu-Natal). He was an ODI Fellow in Botswana from 1980 to 1983. He joined the 
University of Natal (now University of KwaZulu-Natal) as a research fellow in the Economic 
Research Unit in 1983. In 1998 he established the Health Economics  and HIV/AIDS 
Research Division where he was the executive director up to the end of 2013. He was a 
Senior Research Fellow in the British Department of International Development from 2009 to 
2012. He is the author, co-author and editor of numerous articles, op-eds and books. His 
major  books include AIDS: The Challenge for South Africa (with Clem Sunter in 2000); AIDS 
in the Twenty-First Century: Disease and Globalisation (with Tony Barnett, 2002 and 2nd 
Edition in 2006) and HIV/AIDS: A Very Short Introduction, 2008". 
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