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1 The book reviews are by Eyitayo Aloh and Emma Bider, respectively titled "Listen-
ing to African Voices: Adesanmi's Love letter From the Grave" and "The Privilege of Editing 
#WhoOwnsTheProblem: Remembering Pius Adesanmi."
2 F. Njubi Nesbitt (2002) provides more context for apprehending the point being made 
here, which we would like to quote at some length: “To complicate matters further, the migrants 
must also endure alienation from their countries of origin. Academic exiles are likely to be victims 
of government repression even before leaving their home countries. Many are pushed out of their 
countries after political disturbances at university campuses. Others are exiled because their politi-
cal perspectives do not correspond with the dominant ideological dispensation of the time. Yet, 
these same forces that kept them from achieving their full potential at home demonize them for 
leaving instead of contributing to national development. These tensions between intellectuals and 
politicians have boiled over frequently in the postcolonial world… [as]… in a shouting match be-
tween Ghana's President Jerry Rawlings and eminent Kenyan scholar Ali Mazrui during a confer-
ence in Davos, Switzerland in June 1999 (Mwagiru, 1999). The Ghanaian president was extremely 
upset because medical doctors trained in Ghana at great expense were leaving for the West as soon 
as they completed their studies. He argued that it was not enough for the professionals to repay 
their student loans because it took at least 7 years to train another doctor, leaving thousands of 
patients without medical care” (69).
3 While we do not provide a more detailed discussion of these categories here, it is import-
ant to note the association between the “comprador intelligentsia” and those intellectuals who 
serve the hegemonic ruling class in contradistinction from the progressive public intellectuals 
who oppose and have a vision of a more democratic, just world. Indeed, as Derek Boothman 
(2008) rightly points out, Antonio Gramsci’s concept of hegemony “rests, as he himself states, on a 
fundamental text of Marx’s, the 1859 preface to A Contribution to a Critique of Political Economy, 
which he translated in a part of Notebook 7 set aside for such work” (201).
4 It is impractical to cover every salient dimension of this vast and complex subject matter. 
For example, we have not paid attention to the distinction between the ‘Africanist’ intellectual and 
the Africana intellectual—Nduka Otiono offers some insight into this area in his essay in this vol-
ume. Suffice it therefore to note that while the ‘Africanist’ intellectual focuses on Africa, the latter 
are African and diaspora intellectuals that write not just about Africa but also about its Diasporas 
and of much else: see for example, Lewis Gordon (2008).
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5 Oloruntoba’s title and insights here remind one of Ali Mazrui’s article (2005), “Pan ‐ Afri-
canism and the intellectuals: Rise, decline and revival” in which, to appropriate Assié-Lumumba 
& Lumumba-Kasongo’s (2010) apt summary, Mazrui “argues that as the origins of modern black 
intellectual traditions and those of Pan ‐ Africanism are intertwined, African ‘intellectuals and ed-
ucated minds’ have the capacity ‘to conceive and construct an alternative social paradigm” (203).
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&/2)A:)(H'(/"%#/)'6();0A5%$)%/'(55($'0&5-)%");(+6&;")'6()>#"')>(&"0+(2)$6&+&$'(+%E
h&'%#/)#,)'6();0A5%$)%/'(55($'0&5I=6('6(+)%/)!,+%$&)#+)(5"(=6(+(3)3).')&$$#>>#2&'(")
'6()9&+%#0")"6&2(")#,);0A5%$)%/'(55($'0&5)%/$502%/D)'6()#/(")(H&>%/(2)&")$&"()"'02E
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6 The emphasis on the literary profile of these public intellectuals is not intended to exclude 
or downplay the non-literary types. Indeed, besides the social impact of the work of the philos-
opher Kwasi Wiredu as discussed in this special issue, scholars such as Seifudein Adem (2010) 
have argued for the disciplinary stake of political scientist as public intellectuals in Africa—with 
Claude Ake (especially in his ground-breaking Social Science as Imperialism) and Ali Mazrui as 
paragons. Adem forcefully notes that: “a political scientist combines the personal experience of 
political consciousness, the general ethos of scholarship, and the specialized skills of interpreting 
political phenomena.” He further observes that “Political consciousness is sensitivity to issues of 
public concern and to the policy implications of private interests. The ethos of scholarship is root-
ed in adherence to the rules of evidence, documentation, and logic” (1).
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