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Nokoko is an open-access journal promoting dialogue, discourse and debate on Pan-
Africanism, Africa, and Africana. Nokoko brings forward the foundational work of
Professor Daniel Osabu-Kle and his colleagues when they started the Journal of Pan-
African Wisdom in 2005. ‘Nokoko’ is a Ga word that means something that is new,
novel, surprising and interesting. The journal offers a venue for scholarship to
challenge enduring simplified views of Africa and the African diaspora, by providing
other perspectives and insights that may be surprising, interesting, and refreshing.

Combining spaces for academic and community reflection, Nokoko creates an op-
portunity for discussion of research that reflects on the complicated nature of pan-
African issues. It provides a forum for the publication of work from a cross discipli-
nary perspective that reflects scholarly endeavour, policy discussions, practitioners’
reflections, and social activists’ thinking concerning the continent and beyond.
Hosted by the Institute of African Studies at Carleton University (in Ottawa, Canada),
Nokoko provides a space for emerging and established scholars to publish their work
on Africa and the African diaspora.
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Sinmi Akin-Aina, African Leadership Centre for Peace, Conflict & Development
Research.

James Nii Ayite Aryee, Federal Civil Servant, Ottawa

Daniel Baheta, Senior Development Officer, Canadian International Development
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Contributors

Blair Rutherford is professor of Anthropology in the Department of
Sociology & Anthropology at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada
and editor of Nokoko. For over 25 years, his ethnographic research
in various countries in sub-Saharan Africa has focused on the cultu-
ral politics of predominantly rural livelihoods, examining in particu-
lar the varied terms, conditions and contestations of labour relations
along racialized, gendered, classed and citizenship axes within over-
lapping (and at times competing) scales of action. He is the author
of Working on the Margins: Black Workers, White Farmers in Postcolo-
nial Zimbabwe (Zed Books and Weaver Press, 2001), Farm Labor
Struggles in Zimbabwe: The Ground of Politics (Indiana University
Press, 2017), and co-editor of Sexual Violence in Conflict and Post-
Conflict Societies: International Agendas and African Contexts (Rou-
tledge, 2014).

Toby Leon Moorsom is a lecturer in the Department of Politics, Phi-
losophy and Religions at Lancaster University, Ghana and Adjunct
Professor in the Institute of African Studies at Carle-ton University.
His research focuses on the political economy of agriculture and po-
litics of development in Africa. He is cur-rently examining small-
holder commercialisation policies in Ghana. In addition to his edi-
torial work with Nokoko, he has published in Review of African Po-
litical Economy, Canadian Jour-nal of African Studies, Socialist Stu-
dies, Pambazuka, The Bul-let, Rankandfile.ca and Al Jazeera English,
among others. He has reviewed manuscripts for the Canadian Jour-
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nal of Develop-ment Studies, Canadian Journal of African Studies,
Journal of Be-nin Studies, Palgrave Macmillan, Routledge and Bet-

ween the Lines press, among others.

Wangui Kimari is a postdoctoral research fellow at the African
Centre for Cities at the University of Cape Town. She is also the par-
ticipatory action research coordinator for Mathare Social Jus-tice
Centre (MSJC), a community based organization in Nairobi.

Christopher Webb (PhD 2019, University of Toronto) is a Research
Award Recipient at the International Development Research Centre
in Ottawa.

Susan Thomson is Associate Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies
at Colgate University. Her research is dedicated to understanding
how systems of power structure the lives of individuals in so-called
times of peace. She also studies the ethical challenges of doing field-
based research in postconflict settings. Thomson authored Whispe-
ring Truth to Power: Everyday Resistance to Reconciliation in Postgenocide
Rwanda (2013), co-edited “Emotional and Ethical Challenges for
Field Research in Africa: The Story Behind the Findings,” (2013),
and is editor of the Research in Difficult Settings website. Her latest
book is Rwanda: From Genocide to Precarious Peace, published in April
2018 by Yale University Press.

Andrew Heffernan is is completing the PhD program in political
science at the University of Ottawa. He holds a joint honours degree
in political science and history, an honours degree in globalization
and international development and a master’s of arts from the Gra-
duate School of Public and International Affairs with a specializa-
tion in environmental sustainability. Major research interests include
African politics, climate change politics, International Relations, as-
semblages and sub-state level politics.
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Madeline Hopper is a master’s student at SOAS, University of Lon-
don, in the Violence, Conflict and Development program. Her
upcoming dissertation research will explore the experiences of
Rwanda'’s children born of war through a transitional justice frame-
work. She holds a Bachelor of Art's degree in Peace and Conflict Stu-
dies from Colgate University (awarded in 2018). As part of her un-
dergraduate degree, Hopper wrote a thesis on the intricacies of si-
lence and surveillance in post-genocide Rwanda.

Jasper Abembia Ayelazuno is a Ghanaian public servant and
academic with more than 30 years combined experience of public
service, teaching and research. He is presently a Senior Lecturer and
Head of the Department of Communication, Innovation and Tech-
nology, University for Development Studies, Nyankpala Campus.
Jasper was born and raised in a peasant family, and the first in this
family to attend school in his remote village, Mirigu, in the Upper
East Region of Ghana. He obtained his PhD in Political Science from
York University in Canada, his MA in Development Studies from
Sussex University in England, and his BA (Hons) from the University
of Ghana, Legon. He is the author of the book, Neoliberal Globali-
zation and Resistance from Below: Why the Subalterns Resist in Bo-
livia and not in Ghana (2019), Routledge. He is the Guest Editor of
the Special Section of Volume 81 of Land Use Policy on Land Go-
vernance for Extractivism and Capitalist Farming in Africa (2019).
He has published in the Review of African Political Economy, Re-
sources Policy, Extractive Industries and Society, and Journal of
Asian and African Studies. He has just completed a research project
on Large-scale land acquisition in Ghana and the implications for
Development, sponsored by the Volkswagen Foundation Senior Fel-
lowship programme on the Social Sciences in Africa. Jasper is cur-
rently working on a monograph from this project.



Anastasia Ufimtseva is a doctoral candidate (ABD) at the Balsillie
School of International Affairs, Wilfrid Laurier University. She holds
an MA degree in Political Science from the University of Waterloo
and a BA degree (honours) from the University of British Columbia.
Anastasia’s doctoral dissertation examines Chinese FDI in the hydro-
carbon sector of Russia and Canada. (Anastasia Ufimtseva aUfimtse-
va@balsillieschool.ca)

Tatenda Goodman Nhapi holds a Bachelor of Science Social Work
Honours Degree from the University of Zimbabwe. In 2015 he was
awarded an Erasmus Mundus Masters in Advanced Development
Social Work, a five European universities study consortium pro-
gramme. Tatenda is an academic and practitioner. Currently he prac-
tices Social Work with a UK local authority. His research interests
include social policy and administration, environmental social jus-
tice and sustainable development approaches. To his credit, he has
published 10 journal articles and book chapters in these domains.
(nhapaz@yahoo.com).

Takudzwa Mathende holds a Bachelor of Social Work Honours De-
gree from the University of Zimbabwe and an MA in Social Impact
Assessment from the University of Johannesburg, South Africa. He is
currently practicing as a Social Worker with a UK local authority.
Previously, he worked in the child protection and social develop-
ment sector both in Zimbabwe and City of Johannesburg, South
Africa. Having worked for Africa’s largest municipality, Takudzwa
has developed tested research interests and experience in social im-
pact assessment, social policy and environmental social work.

(tmathende@yahoo.co.uk).

Oyunga Pala is a Kenyan writer and social commentator and pre-
sently curator of theelephant.info.
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Kialee Nyiayaana is a senior lecturer in the Department of Political
and Administrative Studies, University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria. He
was a 2008/2009 Junior Fulbright Scholar at the Department of
Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Graduate School of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Nova Southeastern University, Florida. He was
also an African Leadership Centre’s Peace, Security and Development
Fellow at King's College, London, between September 2013 and Oc-
tober 2014. His teaching, research interests and area of specializa-
tion include: Ethnic identity politics and conflicts in Nigeria; inter-
national relations; conflict resolution, armed conflicts and small

arms proliferation.

Firoze Manji is Firoze Manji is a Kenyan activist with more than 40-
year’s experience in international development, health and human
rights. He is the founder and former editor-in-chief of the pan-
African social justice newsletter, Pambazuka News and of Pambazu-
ka Press, and former executive director of Fahamu—Networks for
Social Justice. He has previously worked as the Director of the Pan-
African Baraza for ThoughtWorks and Head of CODESRIA’s Docu-
mentation and Information Centre. He is a co-editor, with Sokari
Ekine, of African Awakenings: The Emerging Revolutions. He was pre-
viously a Visiting Fellow at Kellogg College, University of Oxford,
and is currently a Richard von Weizsédcker Fellow at the Robert Bosch
Academy in Berlin. He is also an Associate Fellow of the Institute for
Policy Studies. He holds a PhD and MSc from the University of Lon-
don. He is the publisher of Daraja Press.
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