[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]


Institute of African Studies Course Outline
	
COURSE:
	
	
Course Title
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Racecraft: African Perspectives

	AFRI 4050F/AFRI 5050/


WGST 4812/WGST 5901B
	Sel. Topics in African Studies - Racecraft: African Perspectives
	Day





	TERM:
	
	Fall 2022

	
CLASS:        TUESDAY                    MEETING: MEETING: 
	

	TUESDAYS 2.35pm – 5.30pm
	

	

INSTRUCTOR:
	
	Prof Shireen Hassim (she/her)

	CONTACT:

	
	Email
	: Shireen.Hassim@Carleton.ca

	
	
	


 
This course introduces students to the ways in which race and racism manifested and shaped African societies and economies. We pay attention to the ways in which race was crafted, to borrow from the language of the historians Karen Fields and Barbara Fields. The idea of racecraft captures the ways in which race is made historically and socially as core to the organization of power. We explore theories of race, explanations for racism, and the legacies of the colonial imprimatur on contemporary African society. Given the importance of apartheid as a visible and carefully-designed system, the course pays particular attention to debates in South Africa.

The course will be run as a seminar, requiring a high level of participation from students. 

Some terms in older texts may appear offensive to students. I would prefer not to censor such words, but I appeal to all in the class to be in mind the context in which they appear, and to avoid their use in contemporary conversation.

Please note: My teaching mode is highly interactive and each class cohort shapes the content of discussion, depending on their specific curiosities. I will endeavor to keep that openness to your interests as far as possible, and I hope that each of us will take responsibility for building a community that is open to learning from each other, and safe for raising what are likely to be challenging questions. 

I want to really emphasise that this class works best when there is full commitment from students, including preparation for each class and willingness to risk stepping into conversations. To underscore this, some part of your final grade is comprised of a participation assessment; please read that section carefully. Also, you will see that some weeks have more reading than others but do not be put off by this. We will make time for reading!



EVALUATION
Seminar participation			10%
Students are expected to prepare for class. You will be assessed on your presentation as well as on your general participation in discussion throughout the course.
Weekly seminars will consist of discussion. A seminar is a forum within which to examine and discuss ideas and interpretations of assigned weekly readings. The success of a seminar depends entirely on student preparation and participation. Students should arrive to class having read all assigned texts and prepared to discuss them. Your class attendance and the quality (not quantity) of your contribution to class discussion will form the basis of your participation grade. Note that active listening is a crucial aspect of effective participation. 


Discussion leadership			10%
Each student will prepare to lead one class discussion. This will include a short written intervention (max 2-3 pages), circulated to the class 24 hours before the presentation. Your presentation should pose at least three questions that arise out of the readings, and then answer at least one of these. The written text of your presentation should be circulated to the class 24 hours in advance. The participants in class will be expected to consider whether the three questions are the most relevant, to suggest other questions that might be asked of the literature and to consider whether the presenter’s answer is a cogent one based on the readings.
You will be assessed on 
a) your ability to draw out the main themes of texts and present these coherently
b) your ability to both lead and respond to questions from class
This exercise will prepare you for making presentations and assist you in both academic and non-academic settings



Book/ conference Review				20%
You have two options for this requirement:
1. Prepare a 2-3 page critical analytical response to any book relevant to the course. Please discuss your selection with me first. Your response should address the book’s core argument, supporting evidence and should provide a critical assessment of the significance and validity of the argument.
2.  Students attending the conference on Uganda expulsion may choose to write a review of the conference instead of a book review. 
Please declare your choice by September 30.
Due date October 19 for book review; November 30 for conference review.



Essays				60%
You will write two short essays for this course, each worth 30%. 
The essays must demonstrate critical thinking, the ability to assess different texts in a coherent analysis, and be well written and formally referenced. The essays must be between 1500 words in length, presented in Times New Roman font size 12 double-spaced. 
Essay 1
Due October 28
What are the differences between understanding racism as structural, understanding racism as attitudinal, and understanding race as biological? Discuss these differences in relation to examples in the world around you.
(1500 words + bibliography) 

Essay 2
Due November 29
Watch the movie Skin on the story of Sandra Laing. This movie is available on DVD at MacOdrum Library as well as through Kanopy (via your public library membership).
What is the relationship between state classification systems and intimate family relations?
Write a critical response to the movie that addresses this question (1500 words). Do not attempt to recapitulate plot; focus instead on the meanings and effects ascribed to race in apartheid South Africa.



SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS


	ASSIGNMENT
	WEIGHT
	CONSIDERATIONS
	DATE DUE

	Class participation
	10%
	Continuous assessment based on active participation
	Final grade awarded Dec 11

	Seminar presentation
	10%
	Sign up at first class for date on which you will lead the class discussion
Prepare critical response to texts for selected class and circulate 24 hours before class
	Assessed at relevant class

	Book/ Conference Review
	20%
	Select book in consultation with Prof Hassim by October 12
2 page review (see details above)
	October 19

	Essay 1
	30%
	1500 words
Details above
	October 28

	Essay 2
	 30%
	Critical thinking, coherence in argument, ability to weigh different types of evidence
1500 words
	November 29

	Total
	100%
	
	















COURSE SCHEDULE 

September 6: Introduction
This class serves as an introduction to the course. We will discuss objectives, readings, evaluation and organization of the course. 
Please come prepared to select a topic from the outline for the seminar presentation.

September 13: 
The idea of race 1: Semantics
Goldberg, David Theo. “The Semantics of Race.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 15.4 (1992): 543–569. 
Gross-Wyrtzen, Leslie. “‘There Is No Race Here’: On Blackness, Slavery, and Disavowal in North Africa and North African Studies.” The journal of North African Studies ahead-of-print.ahead-of-print (2022): 1–31.
Posel, Deborah. “Race as Common Sense: Racial Classification in Twentieth-Century South Africa.” African Studies Review 44.2 (2001): 87–114.

Watch Race: The Power of an Illusion available on Kanopy. Episode 1 is most useful for our discussion, but please try to watch the other two episodes as well.


September 20 
The idea of race 2: Empire
McClintock, Anne. 1995. “The Lay of the Land: Genealogies of Imperialism.” Imperial Leather: Race, Gender, and Sexuality in the Colonial Contest. pp. 21-74.
Césaire, Aimé., and Robin D. G. Kelley. Discourse on Colonialism. New York: Monthly Review Press, 2000.
Mbembe, Achille. 2001. “Of Commandement.” On the Postcolony. Berkeley: University of California Press. 25-65.
Tallie, T. J. Queering Colonial Natal: Indigeneity and the Violence of Belonging in Southern Africa. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2019, read Introduction


September 27 
The idea of race 3: enduring legacies
Sides, Kirk B. “Precedence and Warning: Global Apartheid and South Africa’s Long Conversation on Race with the United States.” Safundi (Nashville, Tenn.) 18.3 (2017): 221–238. 
Garuba, Harry. “Race in Africa: Four Epigraphs and a Commentary.” PMLA : Publications of the Modern Language Association of America 123.5 (2008): 1640–1648. 
Minter, William. “Invisible Hierarchies: Africa, Race, and Continuities in the World Order.” Science & society (New York. 1936) 69.3 (2005): 449–457.
Flint, Adrian, and Vernon Hewitt. “Colonial Tropes and HIV/AIDS in Africa: Sex, Disease and Race.” Commonwealth & Comparative Politics 53.3 (2015): 294–314.


October 4: Classification and statistics
Braun, Lundy, and Evelynn Hammonds. “Race, Populations, and Genomics: Africa as Laboratory.” Social Science & Medicine (1982) 67.10 (2008): 1580–1588. Web.
Moultrie, Tom A., and Rob E. Dorrington. “Used for Ill; Used for Good: A Century of Collecting Data on Race in South Africa.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 35.8 (2012): 1447–1465. 
Schramm, Katharina. “Race, genealogy, and the genomic archive in post-apartheid South Africa.” Social Analysis 65.4 (2022): 49–69.

October 11:  Racial Capitalism
Ashman, Sam. “Racial Capitalism and South Africa’s Changing Race-Class Articulations.” New Agenda (Johannesburg, South Africa) 2022.84 (2022): 29–35.
Gradin, Carlos. “Race and Income Distribution: Evidence from the USA, Brazil and South Africa.” Review of Development Economics 18.1 (2014): 73–92.
Nattrass, Nicoli, and Jeremy Seekings. “‘Two Nations’? Race and Economic Inequality in South Africa Today.” Daedalus (Cambridge, Mass.) 130.1 (2001): 45–70
Rodney, Walter. 1982. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. Washington DC: Howard University Press, Chapters 3, 4,  5


October 18: Negritude and PanAfricanism
Watch Frantz Fanon: Black skin White masks (on Kanopy)
Fanon, Franz. [1952] 1982. Black Skin, White Masks. New York: Grove Press. Introduction and Chapters 1, 4, 5. 
Rabaka, Reiland. The Negritude Movement : W.E.B. Du Bois, Leon Damas, Aime Cesaire, Leopold Senghor, Frantz Fanon, and the Evolution of an Insurgent Idea. Lanham, Maryland: Lexington Books, 2015. Chapters 3 (Cesaire) ,4 (Senghor)
Stokely Carmichael. “‘We Are All Africans:’ a Speech by Stokely Carmichael to Malcolm X Liberation University.(Kwame Ture/Stokely Carmichael: Tribute to a Life of Struggle).” The Black scholar 27.3-4 (1997): 65–.

(FOR THIS SESSION: you can choose to focus on either Cesaire, Senghor or Fanon)


October 24-28  FALL UNIVERSITY BREAK (No class)

November 1 Apartheid
Bernard Magubane. “The Political Economy of the South African Revolution.” African Journal of Political Economy 1.1 (1986): 1–28.
Phadi, Mosa. “The Multiple Consciousness of Blackness: Race and Class in South Africa.” Transformation (Durban, South Africa) 105.1 (2021): 52–73.
Dubow, Saul. Scientific Racism in Modern South Africa. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995, chapter 1


November 8 
Watch the movie Skin on the story of Sandra Laing. This movie is available on DVD at MacOdrum Library
What is the relationship between state classification systems and intimate family relations?
Write a critical response to the movie that addresses this question (1500 words). Do not attempt to recapitulate plot; focus instead on the meanings and effects ascribed to race in apartheid South Africa.


November 15: (No class: class=conference)
CONFERENCE!
Beyond Resettlement: Exploring the History of the Ugandan Asian Community in Exile
Carleton University 14-16th November 2022, please try to attend:
Keynote Address: Reflections on the 1972 Resettlement Initiative (1:45pm – 2:45pm) Mahmood Mamdani


November 22: Race and minorities  
Theroux, Paul. “Hating the Asians.” Transition, no. 33 (1967): 46–51. https://doi.org/10.2307/2934117.
Mahmood Mamdani “The Uganda Asian Expulsion Twenty Years After”
Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 28, No. 3/4 (Jan. 16-23, 1993), pp. 93-96 
Desai, Gaurav. “Asian African Literatures: Genealogies in the Making.” Research in African literatures 42.3 (2011): v–xxx. 
Shireen Hassim, 2018 Fatima Meer: A Free Mind (HSRC), Introduction.
Jon Soske (2015) The impossible concept: Settler liberalism, Pan-Africanism, and the language of non-racialism, African Historical Review, 47:2, 1-36


November 29: Nonracialism and Black consciousness
Alexander, Neville. Thoughts on the New South Africa. Auckland Park, South Africa: Jacana, 2013 read “Part 1: Strands of Struggle”
Maboge Percy More, Biko: Philosophy, Identity and Liberation, 2017 (HSRC Press) chapter 2 ‘Black consciousness and its historicity’
Steven Biko, “White racism and black consciousness” in Thomas V McClendon and Clifton Crais (eds) The South Africa Reader, Duke.

December 6: Post-apartheid, post-race?
Pierre, Jemima. “Race in Africa Today: A Commentary: RACE IN AFRICA TODAY.” Cultural Anthropology 28.3 (2013): 547–551. 
Msimang, Phila. “Non-Racialism Isn’t in the Future of South Africa: Towards a Pessimistic View of Race in South Africa.” Transformation (Durban, South Africa) 96.1 (2018): 48–70
Panashe Chigumadzi https://africasacountry.com/2019/04/why-im-no-longer-talking-to-nigerians-about-race; response by Eniola Soyemi here: https://republic.com.ng/april-may-2019/nigerians-black-race/
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