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CARLETON UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON 
QUALITY ASSURANCE 

Cyclical Review of the undergraduate and graduate programs  
in Art and Architectural History   

Executive Summary and Final Assessment Report 

This Executive Summary and Final Assessment Report of the cyclical review of Carleton's 
undergraduate and graduate programs in Art and Architectural History are provided pursuant to the 
provincial Quality Assurance Framework and Carleton's Institutional Quality Assurance Process 
(IQAP). 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The undergraduate and graduate programs in Art and Architectural History reside in the School for 
Studies in Art and Culture, a unit administered by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences.  

As a consequence of the review, the programs were categorized by Carleton University’s Senate 
Quality Assurance and Planning Committee (SQAPC) as being of good quality. (Carleton's IQAP 7.2.13-
7.2.14).  

The External Reviewers’ report offered a very positive assessment of the programs. Within the 
context of this positive assessment, the report nonetheless made a number of recommendations for 
the continuing enhancement of the programs. These recommendations were productively addressed 
by the Director of the School for Studies in Art and Culture and the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Social Sciences in responses to the External Reviewers’ report and Implementation on Plan that was 
submitted to SQAPC on September 14th, 2023.  
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FINAL ASSESSMENT REPORT 

Introduction 

The undergraduate and graduate programs in Art and Architectural History reside in the School for 
Studies in Art and Culture, a unit administered by the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences. This review 
was conducted pursuant to the Quality Assurance Framework and Carleton's Institutional Quality 
Assurance Process (IQAP). As a consequence of the review, the programs were categorized by 
Carleton University’s Senate Quality Assurance and Planning Committee (SQAPC) as being of good 
quality. (Carleton's IQAP 7.2.13-14).  

The site visit, which took place on April 4-5th, 2023, was conducted by Dr. Marilyn McKay from NSCAD 
University, and Dr. Mark Cheetham from University of Toronto. The site visit involved formal 
meetings with the Provost, the Vice-Provost and Associate Vice-President (Academic), the Associate 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, the Dean of the Faculty of Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Affairs, and the Director and Program Chair of the School for Studies in Art and Culture. The review 
committee also met with faculty members, contract instructors, staff, and undergraduate and 
graduate students. 

The External Reviewers’ report, submitted on April 11th, 2023 offered a very positive assessment of 
the program. 

This Final Assessment Report provides a summary of:  

• Strengths of the programs  

• Challenges faced by the programs  

• Opportunities for program improvement and enhancement 

• The Outcome of the Review 

• The Implementation Plan 
 

This report draws on five documents: 
 

• The Self-study developed by members of the School for Studies in Art and Culture (Appendix 
A) 

• The Report of the External Review Committee (Appendix B).  

• The response and implementation plan from the Director of the School for Studies in Art and 
Culture (Appendix C)  

• The Response from the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences (Appendix D).  

• The internal discussant's recommendation report (Appendix E).  

Appendix F contains brief biographies of the members of the External Review Committee. 

This Final Assessment Report contains the Implementation Plan (Appendix C) developed by the 
Director of the School for Studies in Art and Culture and agreed to by the Dean of the Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences for the implementation of recommendations for program enhancement 
identified as part of the cyclical program review process. 

The Implementation Plan identifies who is responsible for implementing the agreed upon 
recommendations, as well as the timelines for implementation and reporting.  
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Strengths of the programs  

Faculty 

Speaking with regard to faculty, the external reviewers’ stated:  

“AAH has an active faculty with a strong overall record of peerreviewed publications and competitive 
funding (as shown in Table 11). Individually and as a remarkably collegial group, we gather, faculty 
are very supportive of students’ needs and experience, both at and outside the university” (pp. 14). 

Students 

The external reviewers noted that “program students are doing well in being admitted to further 
study and in securing positions in the fields embraced by AAH during their studies and after 
graduation” (pp. 15). 

Curriculum 

The external reviewers noted that the “learning outcomes are part of each course’s syllabus and, 
from their description in the Self-Study, appear entirely appropriate. Faculty work together with the 
head of the Assessment of Teaching and Learning Art and Architecture Unit to establish learning 
outcomes, to update them and to ensure that they conform to Provincial Degree-Level Expectations” 
(pp. 6-7). 

Opportunities for program improvement and enhancement 

The External Reviewers’ Report made 6 recommendations for improvement: 

1. A full-time, research stream appointment in Indigenous cultures, ideally a scholar working in 
built environments, to support all program streams and maintain Carleton’s strong 
reputation in this area. 

2. A full-time, research stream appointment in Architecture in the next few years to maintain 
this program. 

3. Negotiate further to secure an appropriately outfitted student room in or near the CUAG to 
support teaching. 

4. Soundproofing between classrooms. 
5. A mid-sized lecture room, properly equipped for projection, near the programs reviewed. 
6. In the MA, clearer information for and better communication with students on how to 

negotiate administrative aspects of their degrees, making it clear with who they should 
consult about particular issues.  Regulations need to be consistent. 

The Outcome of the Review 

As a consequence of the review, the undergraduate and graduate programs in Art and Architectural 
History categorized by Carleton University’s Senate Quality Assurance and Planning Committee 
(SQAPC) as being of GOOD QUALITY (Carleton's IQAP 7.2.13-14). 

The Implementation Plan 
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The recommendations that were put forward as a result of the review process were productively 
addressed by the Director of the School for Studies in Art and Culture and the Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Sciences in  responses to the External Reviewers’ report and Implementation Plan 
that was considered by SQAPC on September 14th, 2023.  The Department agreed unconditionally to 
recommendations #6 and agreed to recommendations #1-5 if resources permit.  

It is to be noted that Carleton’s IQAP provides for the monitoring of implementation plans. A 
monitoring report is to be submitted by the academic unit(s) and Faculty Dean(s), and forwarded to 
SQAPC for its review by September 30th, 2025. 

The Next Cyclical Review 

The next cyclical review of the undergraduate and graduate programs in Art and Architectural History 
will be conducted during the 2028-29 academic year. 


