
 1 

Film Studies 
Update on Unit Response to External Reviewers’ Report & Action Plan 

Programs Being Reviewed: Undergraduate and Graduate Programs 
Completed by: Gunnar Iversen, Head of Film Studies 

Approved by Dean: June 16th, 2025 
 

 

External Reviewer Recommendation Original Action Item and Unit response Owner & Timeline  Progress Update  
DATE  

Have calendar 
changes been 
initiated or 
completed (Not 
applicable/Yes/No), 
if Yes, when  

Increase funding to attract MA students. Funding offers 

must be competitive with other universities in the region. 

 

Opportunity to build upon the strengths of this very 

impressive program by attracting more graduate students. 
 

2. Agreed to if additional resources permit. 
We fully endorse this recommendation, 
which has been referred to the Graduate 
Supervisor, who will discuss the matter 
with the Faculty of Graduate and 
Postgraduate Affairs (FGPA), which is 
ultimately responsible for graduate student 
funding packages. 
 

Grad Supervisor and 
FGPA/2022-2023. 

Increased funding has been discussed with FGPA, 
and since FGPA ceased to exist the grad supervisor 
have discussed this matter with the FASS graduate 
studies team, but with no increase in funding 
offers. 

N/A 

Implement equitable protocols for faculty to access 

teaching release for service and research projects that 

exceed normal research and service expectations. 

 

Concern. Faculty are encouraged to undertake major 

research projects or campus-wide service initiatives, 

but are not being supported to do so. If faculty are 

disincentivized to pursue these opportunities, the 

university and program will be negatively impacted.   

2. Agreed to if additional resources permit. 

We fully endorse this recommendation, 
which has been referred to the SSAC 
Director, who will discuss the matter with 
the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences, who is ultimately responsible for 
course releases. 

 

SSAC Director and Dean 
of FASS/ 2022-2023 

SSAC Director has discussed this request with the 
Dean of FASS.  At this point in time, due to 
budgetary challenges, the Dean cannot offer 
teaching release for service and research projects. 

N/A 

Infrastructure upgrades both in terms of adequately 

soundproofed and appropriately equipped rooms must 

continue to be a priority not only for film studies, but 

game studies courses as well. 

 

Weakness. The infrastructure issues from soundproofing, 

to lights that won’t dim, and lack of a dedicated game 

2. Agreed to if additional resources permit. 
 
We fully endorse this 
recommendation. Soundproofing for Film 
Studies rooms on the fourth floor of St Pat’s 
is planned for summer 2023. Film Studies 
will meet with FMP to ensure that the 

Film Studies and SSAC 
with FMP, TLS and ITS/ 
Ongoing  

Infrastructure improvement in the form of 
soundproofing has been promised. 
Representatives from Film Studies as well as the 
SSAC Director have had several meetings 
discussing how and when soundproofing will 
happen. 

N/A 
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studies space diminishes the teaching and learning 

environment. 
soundproofing is on track, meet with TLS 
and the Library for the Game Lab, and also 
meet up with ITS and FMP about the 
infrastructure upgrades in Richcraft Hall 
necessary for lectures and screenings. Film 
Studies continues to work with the SSAC 
Technologist, the AVRC, ITS, and the library 
to equip its rooms to function properly.  
 

     

 

 

 


