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This course will be held remotely online
I 
General information

Instructor: C. Brown

On-line Office Hours: Thursday 14:30-16:30
Email: chris.brown@carleton.ca  
N.B.: Students are encouraged to use the “Course Administration” forum on the course webpage in CuLearn for all questions related to the conduct of this course, rather than my Carleton email address.  This allows everyone in the class to see the answer to your question. 
Teaching Assistants: 

Bronwyn Greenhalgh, Discussion Groups 1 and 4, bronwyngreenhalgh@cmail.carleton.ca  Alexandra Hunt, Discussion Groups 2 and 3, alexandrahunt@cmail.carleton.ca 
Joshua Walsh Denis, Student engagement, joshuawalshdenis@cmail.carleton.ca 

II 
Course description

This course is an introduction to international law and global politics.  It is a required core course in the BGInS degree.  The first unit introduces key theories and concepts for the study of international law and global politics, while the second unit applies these theories and concepts to a series of important contemporary issues.  As such, the course is designed to supply students with the basic law and political science theoretical tools for analyzing today’s global system.
III 
Course Format

This course is offered online, primarily in an asynchronous format, though there is one synchronous component.  That is, students are expected to complete most of the course components on their own time (asynchronous), though there is one course component that will take place during the formally scheduled class time (synchronous).  

The following course components are offered asynchronously:
· Readings

· Lectures
· Discussion forums
· Evaluations

All course readings are contained in the two course textbooks, listed below.  Students should complete the readings before viewing the course lectures.  I will post all the course lectures in video format on the course CuLearn webpage.  All lectures will be posted at least one week ahead of time.  For the typical week, there will be two lectures, though this may vary.  I will also post separately the PowerPoint presentations on which each lecture is based.  The discussion forums will be led by the TAs assigned to the course.  The discussion forums will take the form of moderated on-line discussion threads.  There will be separate discussion forums for each TA discussion group.  Evaluations are discussed below.
The following course component is offered synchronously:
· Office hours

Each Thursday, I will be available via Zoom from 14:30 to 16:30, Eastern Standard Time, for office hours.   I will be available to answer whatever questions students may have regarding course content or course administration.  Students are not required to attend the office hours if they do not wish to do so.  

IV 
Technology Requirements
This course will be held remotely online.  Students should have access to a desktop, laptop or tablet computer to participate in the course.  A phone is not sufficient.  If you do not have the required technology, Carleton has put in place a process to provide students with up to $500 in funds for technology needs (computer, internet hotspot, accessories). Students who are requesting technology are to email the covidinfo@carleton.ca email. A needs-based assessment will be done and, if qualified, funds will be provided.
All course materials (other than the textbooks) can be accessed, and all assignments submitted, via the course webpage in CuLearn.  The office hours will be held weekly on Thursday, 14:30-16:30, Eastern Standard Time, via Zoom; in order to participate in office hours, students should download the Zoom app to their computer and be comfortable using it.  

One of the TAs, Joshua Walsh Denis, is dedicated to supporting student engagement in this course.  If you are experiencing technological or other difficulties, please reach out to Joshua for support and assistance.  If we observe that you are not participating regularly in the discussion forums or are not regularly completing the weekly quizzes, Joshua will reach out to you to offer support and assistance.  We recognize that this new on-line learning format can be challenging; Joshua is there to help you get through these challenges.
V 
Learning outcomes 
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Understand key concepts of international law and global politics, such as the “international” and the “global”, the state and sovereignty, law and politics;   
· Describe the evolution of the global system since the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648;
· Explain competing theoretical approaches such as realism, liberalism and constructivism;

· Analyze key global issues such as security, human rights, and global development using these theoretical frameworks; and
· Apply these theories and concepts to contemporary world events.
VI
Texts

There are two required textbooks for this course, both of which students should purchase.  Both textbooks have been ordered through the Carleton Book Store.  As noted below, used copies of some editions of these textbooks are also acceptable for purchase.

S. L. Lamy, J.S. Masker, J. Baylis, S. Smith & P. Owens, Introduction to Global Politics, 6th Edition, 2020. Referred to below as “Lamy”.
This is available for purchase from the Bookstore in either hard-copy or on-line format.  Used copies of the 4th or 5th edition are also acceptable -- they contain fundamentally the same theoretical points, though the case study illustrations are not as up to date.
Jan Klabbers, International Law, 2nd Edition, 2017.  Referred to below as “Klabbers”.
This is available for purchase from the Bookstore only in hard-copy format.  Used copies of the 2nd edition are also acceptable.
VII
Evaluation at a glance
	Assignment
	Due Date
	Weight

	Weekly Quiz on Lectures
	Weeks 2-6, 8-12, Thursday 14:30 EST
	10 x 1% = 10%

	Discussion Forum
	Weeks 2-13, Thursday 14:30 EST
	20%

	Essays
	Oct. 22 14:30 EST, Dec. 10 14:30 EST
	2 x 20% = 40%

	Take-home Final Exam
	Scheduled during the formal exam period
	30%

	Total
	
	100%


VIII
Evaluation in detail


Students are expected to do the readings and view the video lectures each week.  To check their comprehension of the readings and lectures, there is a short multiple-choice quiz in Weeks 2 through 6 and 8 through 12, i.e. every week except Weeks 7 and 13, when the essays are due.  The quiz for each week will be available on the course webpage in CuLearn and will consist of ten multiple-choice questions; each quiz will open one week ahead of time and will close Thursday at 14:30 EST.  Students will have 15 minutes to complete each quiz and will be allowed only one attempt.  Students who do not complete a quiz before the scheduled time will receive a grade of zero for that quiz.  Each quiz is worth 1%, for a total of 10% on the weekly quizzes.
The discussion forum will be moderated by the Teaching Assistants assigned to the course.  Each discussion group will have a separate forum.  Each week, sometime soon after Thursday 16:30 EST, the TAs will post one or more discussion questions related to that week’s readings and lecture.  Students will have one week to post responses; each week’s discussion thread will close the following week on Thursday 14:30 EST.  Student responses should be brief, no more than one or two paragraphs.  Students are allowed to post more than once in a given week, but they will be graded on the quality of their responses, not the quantity.  A good response could advance the discussion in a number of ways: for instance, by bringing to bear relevant theoretical points from the readings or lectures, by bringing to bear relevant data or real-world examples, by asking probing questions, or by advancing new arguments or viewpoints.  Unsupported opinions do not constitute a good response.  Students should endeavour to respond to, and engage with, each other’s posts: this is a discussion forum.  Read what your fellow students have posted, think about what they have to say, and respond accordingly.  It is certainly acceptable, even encouraged, to raise a new issue, or point the discussion in a new direction, but “out of the blue” posts which are entirely unconnected to the rest of the thread will receive lower grades.  At all times, be respectful in your posts; abusive language will not be tolerated.  The discussion forum is worth 20% of your grade.  Of this, half (10%) will be for participation -- you will receive full participation marks if you make at least one meaningful post each week.  (N.B.: Posting meaningless gibberish at the last minute does not qualify as participating in the discussion for that week.)  The other half (10%) will be for the quality of your posts, as assessed by your TA.

There are two shorts essays, one for each unit in the course.  The first essay is due on Thursday, October 22 at 14:30 EST, while the second essay is due on Thursday, December 10 at 14:30 EST.  Each essay should be approximately 7-10 pages double-spaced, though quality, not length, will be the criterion for evaluation. The essays must be submitted electronically via the course webpage in CuLearn.  Any essay received after 14:30 on the due date will be considered late.  A late penalty of one third of one grade point (e.g. from A+ to A) will be assigned for each 24-hour period or a part thereof that the essay is late. The maximum late penalty is two whole grade points (e.g. from A+ to C+).  Each essay is worth 20%, for a total of 40% on this component of the course.  Full details on the two essays, including the essay questions to which students are asked to respond, will be made available at the beginning of each unit.

The final exam will be a take-home exam and will be scheduled during the formal examination period, December 12 - 23. It will cover the entire course.  More details on the format of the exam will be given in class closer to the date.  
IX
Course schedule

Week 1 – Course Introduction (10/9)
This week will provide an introduction to the course, including an overview of the syllabus, an explanation of the various course requirements, and a preview of how the course will work in this new on-line environment.
There is no assigned reading.  
UNIT 1 – THEORY AND CONCEPTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND GLOBAL POLITICS

Week 2 – Introduction to International Law and Global Politics (17/9)

This week will introduce some key concepts, including the distinction between the “international” and the “global”, states and sovereignty, and levels of analysis.
Lamy, Ch. 1 
Week 3 – History of the Global System (24/9)

We will look at the evolution of the global system, starting with the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 and concluding with the contemporary debate about globalization.  
Lamy, Ch. 2

Klabbers, Ch. 1

Week 4 – Theories of Global Politics (1/10)
This week we will examine theories of global politics, with a focus on realism, liberalism and constructivism.   

Lamy, Ch. 3 
Week 5 – The Basics of International Law (8/10) 

We will introduce some basic principles of international law, including its standing as “law” and how it is made and codified.  
Klabbers, Ch. 2 and 3  
Week 6 – Global and International Actors (15/10)

Who acts on the global stage?  We will consider the various actors who collectively comprise the global system, from international organizations, through states and corporations, to NGOs.

Lamy, Ch. 5

Klabbers, Ch. 4

Week 7 – Foreign Policy Analysis (22/10)

States are the single most important actor in the global system.  We will examine various approaches to understanding how they make foreign policy decisions  
Lamy, Ch. 4 
UNIT 2 – ISSUES IN INTERNATIONAL LAW AND GLOBAL POLITICS 
Week 8 – Security (5/11)

What is security and how is it different from conflict?  We will look at security and conflict in the age of nuclear weapons and global terrorism 

Lamy, Ch. 6

Week 9 – The Law of War (12/11)

This week, we will look at the law of war and various attempts to impose international legal norms on armed conflict.
Klabbers, Ch. 10 and 11

Week 10 – Human Rights (19/11)

What is the international basis for human rights protection?  How do we reconcile individual and group rights?  How effective is international human rights law?
Lamy, Ch. 7

Klabbers, Ch. 6 and 12 
Week 11 – The Global Economy (26/11)
We will look at trade and investment in a globalized economy.  
Lamy, Ch. 8

Klabbers, Ch. 15

Week 12 – Development (3/12)

How do we account for the massive differences in human development between countries of the global North and South?  We will look at the history of development since WW II and various theories that attempt to explain the inequalities and prescribe solutions.
 

Lamy, Ch. 9 
Week 13 – The Global Environment (10/12)


How can we collectively act to protect the global environment from the effects of climate change and other environmental threats?  
Lamy Ch. 10

Klabbers, Ch. 14

X 
Accommodations during COVID

Due to COVID, instructors will not request or require a doctor’s note when students seek accommodation for missed term work or exams due to illness. Instead, students will be asked to complete the self-declaration form available here:  https://carleton.ca/registrar/wp-content/uploads/COVID-19_Self-declaration.pdf
XI
Academic Accommodations
Pregnancy 

Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
Religious obligation
Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details, visit the Equity Services website: carleton.ca/equity/wp-content/uploads/Student-Guide-to-Academic-Accommodation.pdf
Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation or contact your PMC coordinator to send your instructor your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term. You must also contact the PMC no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor as soon as possible to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. 

Survivors of Sexual Violence

As a community, Carleton University is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working and living environment where sexual violence will not be tolerated, and is survivors are supported through academic accommodations as per Carleton's Sexual Violence Policy. For more information about the services available at the university and to obtain information about sexual violence and/or support, visit: carleton.ca/sexual-violence-support
Student Activities 
Carleton University recognizes the substantial benefits, both to the individual student and for the university, that result from a student participating in activities beyond the classroom experience. Reasonable accommodation must be provided to students who compete or perform at the national or international level. Please contact your instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. https://carleton.ca/senate/wp-content/uploads/Accommodation-for-Student-Activities-1.pdf
For more information on academic accommodation, please contact the departmental administrator or visit: students.carleton.ca/course-outline
Plagiarism
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:  

· reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source;

· submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else;

· using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;

· using another’s data or research findings;

· failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks;

· handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs.

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course. 

More information on the University’s Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: https://carleton.ca/registrar/academic-integrity/
Intellectual property

Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They are intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of the author(s).
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