
HUMS 4000 – FALL 2017 - Reading Schedule 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
DATE 

 
THEME 

 
READINGS 

 
 

 
Sept. 06 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
• Introduction. 

 
 

 
 

 
Sept. 11 

 
THE AGE OF 
ENLIGHTENMENT: 
PART ONE 

 
• Adam Smith: The Wealth of Nations (1776). 

 
 

 
Sept. 13 

 
THE AGE OF 
ENLIGHTENMENT: 
PART ONE 

 
• Jeremy Bentham: Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation 

(1789). 

 

 
Sept. 18 

 
THE AGE OF 
ENLIGHTENMENT: 
PART TWO 

 
• Kant: What is Enlightenment? (1784).  

 
 

 
 

 
Sept. 20 

 
THE AGE OF 
ENLIGHTENMENT: 
PART THREE 

 
• Kant: On The Common Saying “This May Be True in Theory, but It Does 

Not Apply In Practice.” (1793). 

 
 

 
Sept. 25 

 
THE AGE OF 
ENLIGHTENMENT: 
PART FOUR 

 
• Kant: Perpetual Peace (1795). 

 
 

 
Sept. 27 

 
DEMOCRACY AND 
FREEDOM:  
PART TWO  
 

 
• Edmund Burke: Reflections on the Revolution in France (1789-1790). 

 
 

 

 
Oct. 02 

 
DEMOCRACY AND 
FREEDOM:  
PART THREE 
 

 
• Alexis De Tocqueville: Democracy in America (1835). 

 
 

 
Oct. 04 

 
UTILITARIANISM:  

 
• John Stuart Mill: On Liberty, Chapters I-II. (1859). 

 
 



 
DATE 

 
THEME 

 
READINGS 

 
 

 
Oct. 11 

 
UTILITARIANISM:  

 
• John Stuart Mill: On Liberty, Chapters III-IV. (1859). 

 
 

 
Oct. 16 

 
UTILITARIANISM:  
 

 
• John Stuart Mill: Utilitarianism. (1863) I-III 

 

 

 
Oct. 18 

 
UTILITARIANISM:  
 

 
• John Stuart Mill: Utilitarianism. (1863) IV-V 

 

 

 
Oct. 30 
 

 
HISTORY AND 
FREEDOM:  
PART ONE 

 
• Hegel: The Philosophy of Right - Introduction (1821). 

 
 

 
Nov. 01 
 
 

 
HISTORY AND 
FREEDOM:  
PART TWO 
 

 
• Hegel: The Philosophy of Right - Part Three (1821). 

 

 
 

 
Nov. 06 
 

 
SOCIALISM: PART I   
ALIENATION 
 

 
• Karl Marx: Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts (1844). 

 
 

 
 

 
Nov. 08 
 

 
SOCIALISM: PART II 
COMMUNISM 
 
 

 
• Karl Marx: Capital (1867). (Excerpts). 

 
 

 
 

 
Nov. 13 

 
SOCIALISM: PART III 
COMMUNISM 

 
• Karl Marx: Theses on Feuerbach (1845). 
• Karl Marx: The German Ideology (1845). (Excerpts). 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
DATE 

 
THEME 

 
READINGS 

 
 

 
Nov. 15 

 
SOCIALISM: PART IV  
MATERIALISM 
 
 

 
• Karl Marx: Manifesto of the Communist Party (1858). 

 
 

 
Nov. 20 

 
HISTORY AND POWER 
PART ONE 

 
• Nietzsche: On the Advantage and Disadvantage of History for Life 

(1874). 
 

 
 

 
Nov. 22 

 
HISTORY AND POWER 
PART TWO 
 

 
• Nietzsche: Genealogy of Morals (1887).  

 
 

 
 

 
Nov. 27 
 
 

 
THE EARLY 20th 
CENTURY: Part I 

 
• Freud: Civilization and Its Discontents (1930). Chapters I-IV 

 

 
 

 
Nov. 29 
 
 

 
THE EARLY 20th 
CENTURY: Part II 

 
• Freud: Civilization and Its Discontents (1930). Chapters IV-VIII 

 
 

 
Dec. 04 
 

 
THE EARLY 20th 
CENTURY: Part III 

 
• Max Weber: The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (1905). 

(Excerpts).  
 

 
 

 
Dec. 06 
 

 
THE EARLY 20th 
CENTURY: Part IV 

 
• Max Weber: ‘On Bureaucracy’. From: Economy and Society (1922). 
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