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The recognition of the existence of the epic as a narrative genre in Africa emerged 
out of fascinating intellectual debates between scholars of African origin and their 
western counterparts. In making the case for the existence of the epic in Africa, 
a pattern that was replicated in making the case for Ethnophilosophy in Africa, 
foremost champions of the debate metaphorically appeared as warrior scholars 
promoting warrior texts. By “warrior texts” I invoke the sense in which the epics 
were about heroic exploits of great African warriors such as Sunjata, Shaka the 
Zulu, and Ozidi. This talk explores the complex cultural politics surrounding the 
rise of the epic in Africa using the work of Isidore Okpewho as focal point.
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