Position: Master of Environmental Studies Student, Research Focus on Revitalization of Manomin/Wild Rice by Indigenous Communities in Ontario
Program: Master of Environmental Studies, or Natural Resources Management, Ph.D, Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, Ontario
Project Overview: Two funded positions are available for students currently holding either a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree to complete their next level of study. A Master’s student would enrol in the Master’s of Environmental Studies program and a Ph.D. student would enrol in the Natural Resources Management Faculty at Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, Ontario. The candidates must be interested in conducting research with Indigenous communities in Ontario regarding their revitalization of manomin/wild rice. This was the staple carbohydrate food for many Indigenous communities until the 20th century. The student will work with First Nation communities and researchers on community-driven projects focusing on the social/cultural/political aspects of the manomin food system. Students are also expected to develop knowledge mobilization projects such presentations, newspaper articles, website posts and/or videos.

Qualifications
· Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology, Geography, Indigenous Studies/Indigenous Learning, Environmental Studies or a related field
· Strong interest in working with Indigenous communities with an element of field work in aquatic environments
· Excellent communication and interpersonal skills for community engagement.
· Ability to work independently and as part of a multidisciplinary team.

Preferred Qualifications
· Experience with qualitative research
· Engagement with theoretical frameworks such as Common Property Institutions, Political Ecology, Indigenous Teachings, Colonialism, Environmental Assessment
· Experience working with Indigenous Communities
· Experience working on the water (canoeing/motor boating) and camping
· Candidates who are Indigenous are encouraged to apply
Funding and Support:  Funds for field research expenses and stipend for two years (Master’s) and four years (Ph.D.) will be provided.
Application Process: Interested candidates should 
· Contact Dr. Dowsley at mdowsley@lakeheadu.ca to express their interest
· Apply to the Master’s of Environmental Studies Program at Lakehead University in Thunder Bay or speak to Dr. Dowsley about the Ph.D. position.
Key Dates: 
· Deadline for receipt of applications February 2nd 2025
· Offer of Admission April 2025
· Academic year begins in September 2025, participation in field work may occur in August 2025
Contact Information: For more information or to begin your application, please contact Dr. Martha Dowsley, Lakehead University, Thunder Bay: mdowsley@lakeheadu.ca. 

