Position: Master of Environmental Studies Student, Research Focus on Collaborative and Adaptive Forest Management for Wildland Fire Risk Mitigation
Program: Master of Environmental Studies, Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, Ontario
Project Overview: A funded position is available for a student enrolled in the Master of Environmental Studies program at Lakehead beginning in September 2025. The candidate must be interested in carrying out research on forest management and wildland fire planning and governance frameworks, and approaches to combining fire risk mitigation objectives, forest industry objectives, and Indigenous community objectives. The successful candidate will carry out their thesis research as part of a larger, multi-dimensional research project. The student will be expected to work closely with First Nations in northern Ontario that are participating in the project, and to carry out research on obstacles and opportunities for multi-objective and collaborative approaches to fire-conscious adaptive forest management.
Qualifications:
· Bachelor's degree in Geography, Environmental Studies/Science, Forestry, Indigenous Studies, or a related field.
· Strong interest in wildfire management, forest ecology, and Indigenous collaboration.
· Excellent communication and interpersonal skills for community engagement.
· Ability to work independently and as part of a multidisciplinary team.
· Valid driver’s license.
Preferred Qualifications:
· Experience with qualitative research and/or group facilitation.
· Knowledge of forest management planning and/or wildland fire management.
· Experience working with First Nations.
· Candidates who are Indigenous are encouraged to apply.
Funding and Support:  Funds for field research expenses and stipend for two years will be provided.
Application Process: Interested candidates should 
· contact Dr. Dowsley at mdowsley@lakeheadu.ca and Dr. Robinson Lance.Robinson@ontario.ca to express their interest
· apply to the Master’s of Environmental Studies Program at Lakehead University, Thunder Bay through the Faculty of Graduate Studies website
Key Dates: 
· Deadline for receipt of applications February 2nd 2025
· Offer of Admission April 2025
· Master of Environmental Studies program to begin in September 2025
Contact Information: For more information, please contact Dr. Dowsley mdowsley@lakeheadu.ca and Dr. Robinson Lance.Robinson@ontario.ca
