
Research Focus
Globalization, the post-2008 economic crisis, rising inequalities, low birth rates, and aging populations make 
immigration and social policies a primary concern of policymakers in Canada, European countries, and the 
European Union. There are striking similarities in the challenges these actors face as they seek to maintain 
social cohesion. While demands for the recognition of ethnic, religious, linguistic, and cultural differences 
are growing, public opinion in many jurisdictions is becoming less accepting of such recognition. The bal-
ance between immigration and security concerns is sometimes difficult to find. At the same time, high and in-
creasing rates of poverty and unemployment lead to social exclusion and the challenge of identifying policies 
to foster more inclusive societies. These concerns require innovative policy solutions. This research group 
disseminates both European and Canadian research findings on innovative policies and best practices in the 
social and immigration policy domains. 
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Recent Events and  
Publications
Workshops:

“Street Politics in the Age of Austerity: From 
the Indignados to Occupy.” 
February 21–22, 2013, Université de Montréal.

“Gender, Care, Migration – Europe-Canada 
Compared.”  
February 2–3, 2012, Université de Montréal.

Conferences:
“Governing Migration and Integration in 
Europe’s System of Multi-level Governance.”  
October 28–29, 2011, Victoria.

Policy Papers:
Alexander Gunn, University of Victoria, 2012. 
“Immigration and Multi-level Governance in 
Canada and Europe: The Role of Municipalities 
as Integration ‘Policy Innovators.’” 

Multimedia:
Karen Robson, York University. 2010. “Income 
Poverty and Income Support for Minority 
and Immigrant Children in Rich Countries,” 
podcast audio. October 18, 2010, Ottawa.

Our Network
Canadian Collaborators:
Carleton University—Martin Geiger,  
  Robert Gould, and William Walters 
Concordia University—Patrik Marier  
McGill University—Stephen Gallagher and  
  Axel van den Berg  
University of British Columbia—Merje Kuus  
Université de Montréal—Denis Saint-Martin,  
  Barbara Thériault, Till van Rahden,  
  Gérard Boismenu, and George Ross  
University of Ottawa—Elke Winter  
University of Toronto—Joseph Carens,  
  Randall Hansen, and Phil Triadafilopoulos  
York University—Willem Maas,  
  Heather MacRae, and Dagmar Soennecken  
Wilfrid Laurier University—Rianne Mahon

Foreign Collaborators: 
European Trade Union Institute, Brussels— 
  Philippe Pochet  
Institut d’Études Politiques de Paris— 
  Bruno Palier  
Providus Centre for Public Policy, Riga— 
  Maria Goloubeva  
University of Bielefeld, Germany— 
  Thomas Faist 
University of Sheffield, UK—Andre Geddes  
University of Siegen—Karen Schittenhelm 

Partner Organizations:
Cultural Capital in Migration Project, Germany 
Metropolis, Canada 
Observatoire Social Européen, Brussels 
Providus Center for Public Policy, Riga, Latvia 
Développement économique, innovation et  
  exportation, Government of Québec 
Centre d’études sur la pauvreté et l’exclusion  
  sociale, Québec
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Visit our expert database! 
www.eucanet.org
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