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The purpose of the first comprehensive examination is to provide an opportunity for the student to develop a
detailed knowledge of a reading list representing significant works in one or more fields of Indigenous Studies and
Canadian Studies. A satisfactory examination means that the student’s knowledge is considered by the committee
to be sufficient preparation for teaching and research in the area. In both written and oral answers, the student will
have demonstrated thorough reading, as well as the abilities to carefully and judiciously analyze and critique, as
well as compare and synthesize. The assessment should consider both the written and oral components of the
exam. Strong performance in the oral defense may improve an overall assessment; however, a weak performance
in the oral will not, in and of itself, result in a grade of Unsatisfactory.
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