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Eastern partnership region



Competition between the EU and Russia?



Why expectations should be kept low – the EU

 DCFTAs with Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova have been signed and are
in force since 2016-2017

 CEPA agreement signed between the EU and Armenia

 Trade and mobility has considerably increased

 The willingness to engage with the EU’s eastern neighbours increased
around 2014-2015 but has somewhat declined since them

 20 deliverables for 2020 (adopted in 2017)

 Transformative power of the EU is limited

 Enlargement is still off the table



Why expectations should be kept low – EaP countries

 The willingness to engage with the EU and reform is very different
across the six EaP countries

 Local politics is the dominant influence on foreign policies of EaP
countries (election cycles, elections in Moldova and Ukraine)

 There are achievements (trade with the EU has increased), but there are
also challenges (civil society, independent media, rule of law, judicial
reform, organized crime) 

 All six countries are engaged in EaP to some extent



Why expectations should be kept low – Russia

 Russia has become as a somewhat diminished power over the past five
years (in economic, not military terms)

 Russia’s hold of its neighbours has further decreased in the case of 
Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia

 Overall, Russia’s foreign policy has become more global and more costly
(Crimea, Donbass region, war in Syria, Russian mercenaries in 
Venezuela, Mali, Central African Republic)

 Russia’s soft power has decreased



Result? Continuation of the status quo

 More of the same in the EU, EaP countries and Russia’s policies

 EaP policy proceeds unabated, bringing some EaP countries closer to 
the EU 

 Stability is likely to prevail, absent domestic political crises in the EaP
countries

 However, the EU should also live up to the standards that it professes
(money laundering)



QUESTIONS?


