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A Canada-Europe workshop on
Facing the Russia Challenge: European and Canadian Perspectives
September 29, 30, and October 6, 2022

The workshop is aimed at sharing insights with regards to the current geo-political situation and
is intended to explore implications of the Russia’s war against Ukraine for the European Union
and its Member States, as well as for Canada-EU cooperation. Speakers will include European
and Canadian experts and practitioners. The event is organized by the University of Latvia (Riga)
and Carleton University (Ottawa) as part of the Jean Monnet Network on EU-Canada Relations
(www.carleton.ca/caneunet), which is co-funded by the European Union under the Erasmus+
programme. We are grateful to Carleton University and the University of Latvia for their support
in preparing this workshop.

Registration is required to receive the Zoom links. You can register here. Panels are spread over
three days to accommodate time zone differences Please see the workshop program below. You
may register for one, two, or all three days, as you are available. There is a different Zoom link
for each day.

Background to the workshop:

Russia’s unprovoked attack on Ukraine has turned into a war that marks the collapse of the
European security system as we have known it since the end of World War Il. Fundamental
principles of that security system, such as respect for territorial integrity and protection of civilian
populations in wartime situations, have been upended. A primary motivation for the post-war
European integration project was to create conditions that would prevent the eruption of a new
war in Europe, based on principles of economic interdependence, liberal democratic values, rule
of law, and good governance. These principles, and the European Union’s efforts to apply them
in its relations with Russia, have proven inadequate to secure peace in the EU’s immediate
neighbourhood.

Accordingly, the conflict has challenged the European Union (EU) to reinforce its capacity as a
security actor, and to adopt more assertive policies to defend the geopolitical interests of the
Union, its Member States, and partner countries. While NATO and the United States have taken
alead role is supporting Ukraine in its defense against Russian aggression, the EU and its member
states have also stepped forward with military and humanitarian assistance, a broad-ranging and
coordinated set of sanctions against Russia, the reception of millions of Ukrainians fleeing the
conflict, diplomatic efforts to help lay the groundwork for a negotiated solution, and acceptance
of Ukraine and Moldova as EU candidate states.*
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DAY 1: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022
10:00-12:00 (Ottawa) / 16:00-18:00 (Brussels) / 17:00-19:00 (Riga)

(10:00 Ottawa / 16:00 Brussels/ 17:00 Riga)
Opening remarks and Welcome (online)

Welcome:

Opening Remarks:

Toms ROSTOKS, Associate Professor, University of Latvia and Director,
Centre for Security and Strategic Research, Latvian National Defence
Academy, Latvia

Zane PETRE, Head of the European Commission Representation in Latvia

Zevone NICHOLAS, Counsellor, Embassy of Canada to Latvia

(10:30 Ottawa/ 16:30 Brussels / 17:30 Riga)
The Collapse of the European Security Regime? How did we get here? (online)
This panel will take a broader historical view to the problem of security in Europe in light of the

war.

Chair:

Speakers:

Joan DeBARDELEBEN, Chancellor’s Professor and Coordinator of the Jean
Monnet Network on EU-Canada Relations, Carleton University, Canada

Ivars LASIS, Ambassador, Representative to the Political and Security
Committee of the Council of the EU, Permanent Representation of the
Republic of Latvia to the EU

Toms ROSTOKS, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science,
University of Latvia and Director, Centre for Security and Strategic
Research, Latvian National Defence Academy, Latvia

Alexandra GHECIU, Professor, School of Public and International Affairs,
University of Ottawa, Canada

Tom CASIER, Reader in International Relations, Brussels School of
International Studies, University of Kent, Belgium

With the support of the
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DAY 2: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2022
9:00-12:15 (Ottawa) /15:00-18:15 (Brussels) /16:00-19:15 (Latvia)

(9:00 Ottawa / 15:00 Brussels /16:00 Riga)

Panel 2 - War in Ukraine and European Strategic autonomy (hybrid format with in-person panel
at the University of Latvia)

This panel will assess the impact of the war on the debate about EU strategic autonomy.

Chair:

Speakers:

Toms ROSTOKS, Associate Professor, University of Latvia and
Director, Centre for Security and Strategic Research, Latvian National
Defence Academy, Latvia

Giedrius CESNAKAS, Professor, Department of Political Science, General
Jonas Zemaitis Military Academy of Lithuania, Lithuania

Alain De NEVE, Senior Researcher, Centre for Security and Defence Studies
(CSDS) of the Royal Higher Institute for Defence (RHID), Belgium

Viljar VEEBEL, Fellow, Baltic Defence College in Tartu, Estonia

leva KARPAVICIUTE, Associate Professor, General Jonas Zemaitis Military
Academy of Lithuania and Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania

(10:45 Ottawa / 16:45 Brussels/ 17:45 Riga)
Panel 3 - The Sanctions Regime: Assessing the effectiveness (online)
This panel will assess sanctions effectiveness and transatlantic unity, with a comparative

perspective.

Chair:

Speakers:

Tatjana MURAVSKA, Professor, University of Latvia and Riga Stradins
University, Latvia

Crina VUU-MILUSEVIC, Associate Professor, Institute of European,
Russian, and Eurasian Studies, Carleton University, Canada

Liga ANDERSONE, Counsellor, Working Party of Foreign Relations
Counsellors (RELEX), The Council of the EU, Permanent Representation of
the Republic of Latvia to the EU

Clara PORTELA, Konrad Adenauer Visiting Scholar for Transatlantic Relations,
Centre for European Studies, Carleton University, Canada

Dane ROWLANDS, Professor, Norman Paterson School of International
Affairs, Carleton University, Canada

With the support of the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union
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DAY 3: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2022
9:00-12:00 (Ottawa) / 15:00-18:15 (Brussels) 16:00-19:15 (Latvia)

(9:00 Ottawa / 15:00 Brussels / 16:00 Riga)

Panel 4 - Energy Relations: Impacts of the War on Europe’s Energy Security and Policy: The
Transatlantic Element (online)

This panel will assess the impact of the war on Europe’s energy security, EU and Member State
responses, and the role of transatlantic cooperation in addressing the issue.

Chair: Joan DeBARDELEBEN, Chancellor’s Professor, Carleton University, Canada

Speakers: Micheéle KNODT, Professor, Institute for Political Science, Technical
University Darmstadt, Germany

Reinis ABOLTINS, Researcher, Institute of Energy Systems and Environment,
Riga Technical University, Latvia

Miranda SCHREURS, Professor, Bavarian School of Governance, Technical
University Munich, Germany

Petra DOLATA, Associate Professor, Department of History, University of
Calgary, Canada

(10:45 Ottawa / 16:45 Brussels/ 17:45 Riga)

Panel 5 - The War in Ukraine and European Security: Which Way Forward? (online)

The discussion on this panel will explore possible routes forward for EU-Russia relations and
European security.

Co-Chairs: Joan DeBARDELEBEN, Chancellor’s Professor, Carleton University, Canada
and Toms ROSTOKS, Associate professor, University of Latvia, Latvia

Speakers: Edward Hunter CHRISTIE, Senior Research Fellow, Finnish Institute of
International Affairs, Finland

Balkan DEVLEN, Senior Fellow, Macdonald-Laurier Institute and Adjunct
Research Professor, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs,
Carleton University, Canada

Luca RATTI, Associate Professor, History of International Relations,
Department of Foreign Languages, Literatures and Cultures; Adjunct
Professor, American University of Rome

With the support of the
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Workshop Organizing Committee:

Joan DeBARDELEBEN , Chancellor’s Professor and Coordinator of the Jean Monnet Network on
EU-Canada Relations, Carleton University, Canada joan.debardeleben@carleton.ca
Tatjana MURAVSKA, Professor, University of Latvia and Riga Stradins University, Latvia

tatiana.muravska@Iu.lv
Tom ROSTOKS, Associate professor, University of Latvia, Latvia toms.rostoks@Iu.lv
Zane ZEIBOTE, Dr., Executive Director, Centre for European and Transition Studies University of

Latvia, Latvia zane.zeibote@]|u.lv

* The European Commission’s support for the production of this workshop does not constitute an
endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the presenters, and the Commission
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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Facing the Russia Challenge: European and Canadian Perspectives
September 29, 30, and October 6, 2022

A workshop organized by the Jean Monnet Network on EU-Canada Relations
(carleton.ca/caneunet.ca)

Information about speakers

Reinis Aboltin$ is senior energy market expert at the Public Utilities Commission of Latvia
focusing on wholesale energy market monitoring and surveillance. Previously he was energy and
climate policy researcher at the Riga Technical University (RTU). Before joining RTU, he was
involved in developing smart energy services with the Lattelecom energy business. He has been a
consultant on energy at the Latvian Parliament’s European Affairs Committee and energy expert
at the Spatial Planning Department at the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional
Development. Prior to that he was energy policy researcher at the Centre for Public Policy
PROVIDUS and public affairs director at the Baltic Communication Partners consultancy. He has
served as a member of the State President’s Energy Security Commission. Reinis Aboltin§ is
currently finalising his Ph.D. in environmental engineering at the Riga Technical University.

Liga Andersone is a post PhD researcher at Riga Stradins University. She also holds diplomatic
rank of Counsellor and has extensive diplomatic experience in external relations and security
policy. She has been a Political Adviser for the EU’s Special Representative for Central Asia, and
an International Relations Officer at Central Asia Division of the European External Action
Service. From 2016 until 2020 she was working for the Russia and Ukraine section at NATO
Headquarters. She dealt with security and defence sectors reform in Ukraine and the NATO-
Ukraine Platform on Countering Hybrid Warfare. Currently she is representing Latvia at the
Working Party of Foreign Relations Counsellors of the Council of the European Union.

Tom Casier is a Reader in International Relations at the University of Kent’s ‘Brussels School of
International Studies’ (BSIS). He led BSIS as Academic Director from 2014 to 2017 and is
currently Director of the Global Europe Centre. Tom Casier’s research focuses mainly on EU-
Russia relations, Russian foreign policy and hegemony. Recent articles have appeared in the
Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Cooperation and Conflict, Geopolitics,
Democratization and others. A book Hegemony and World Order (co-edited with Piotr Dutkiewicz
and Jan Aart Scholte) was published with Routledge. Tom Casier has also provided policy advice
for different institutions, including the European Parliament, House of Lords and the US State
Department.
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Giedrius Cesnakas is a Political Science and International Relations Professor at the General
Jonas Zemaitis Military Academy of Lithuania, where he heads undergraduate and graduate
programs in political science. He is an active researcher focusing on the issues of national security,
international relations, and geopolitics. He published more than 20 scientific articles and book
chapters. His dissertation Energy Resources in Russia’s Foreign Policy towards Belarus and
Ukraine (2000-2012) was awarded the best research among young researchers by the Lithuanian
Research Council in 2015. In addition, he participates in advisory groups on national security for
various Lithuanian governmental institutions. He is an assistant editor of the journal Lithuanian
Annual Strategic Review. His latest edited volume, European Strategic Autonomy and Small
States’ Security: In the shadow of power, is expected to be published in 2023.

Edward Hunter Christie is a Senior Research Fellow at the Finnish Institute of International
Affairs (FIIA). He served as a NATO official from 2014 to 2020, holding analytical roles
pertaining to defense economics, strategic foresight, and Russia and Ukraine, followed by roles in
technology and innovation policy. During his time at NATO, he participated in official visits to
Kyiv and in NATO staff assessments of ongoing reform processes in Ukraine. An economist by
background, his early career was focused on applied research in international economics and on
energy security issues, with a regional focus on Central and Eastern Europe.

Joan DeBardeleben is Chancellor’s Professor in the Institute of European, Russian and Eurasian
Studies at Carleton University; Co-Director of the Centre for European Studies; and Coordinator
of the Jean Monnet Network on EU-Canada Relations, which is co-funded by the Erasmus Plus
program of the European Union. Her current research, based on a grant from Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada, is entitled The European Union’s Eastern Policy and the
Ukraine Crisis: Causes and Impacts. She also conducts research on elections and regional politics
in Russia. Dr. DeBardeleben is former president of the European Community Studies Association-
Canada and is editor-in-chief of the Canadian Journal of European and Russian Studies, an online
peer-reviewed open-access publication hosted by Carleton University.

Alain De Neve graduated in “Advanced Studies in Political Sciences” from the Catholic
University of Louvain. Alain De Neve is a researcher specialised in technological development
issues in the field of defence within the Centre for Security and Defence Studies (CSDS) of the
Royal Higher Institute for Defence (RHID). He devotes his studies to the following specific
domains: technological innovation in the field of defence, armament industry and aerospace sector.
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Balkan Devlin is a professor and a foreign policy thinker with two decades of experience across
three continents. He teaches, speaks, and writes on foreign policy, great power politics, and the
best ways of thinking about and preparing for the future - anticipation, forecasting, and strategic
foresight. Currently, he is Senior Fellow at Macdonald-Laurier Institute, where he leads the
Transatlantic Program, Adjunct Research Professor at Carleton University, and expert forecaster
and consultant for Good Judgment, Inc, a geopolitical forecasting company based in NY. He
teaches graduate-level courses on Transatlantic security, geopolitical forecasting, strategic
foresight, and global catastrophic and existential risks. He also provides training and facilitate
workshops on forecasting and strategic foresight for a wide variety of organizations across the
globe. Previously he held faculty positions in Denmark, the US, and Turkey and was awarded
several international fellowships and research grants.

Petra Dolata is Associate Professor of History and former Canada Research Chair in the History
of Energy at the University of Calgary. She is the Scholar in Residence at the Calgary Institute for
the Humanities (2018-2023), where she co-convenes the Energy In Society working group. Dr.
Dolata has published on the history of energy, Canada’s natural resources, foreign and Arctic
policies, and the concept of energy security. Her current research focuses on European and North
American energy history after 1945. She is the Principal Investigator of a research project funded
by the Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) entitled “The 1970s
Energy Crises and Energy Security: A Cross-national and Transatlantic History.”

Alexandra Gheciu is a Professor at the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, and
Associate Director of the Centre for International Policy Studies, University of Ottawa. Her
publications include articles in leading academic journals and several books: NATO in the 'New
Europe’(Stanford University Press); Securing Civilization? (Oxford University Press), The Return
of the Public in Global Governance(co-edited with Jacqueline Best, Cambridge University
Press); and, more recently, Security Entrepreneurs (Oxford University Press); and The Oxford
Handbook of International Security (co-edited with William Wohlforth). Prior to joining the
University of Ottawa, she held research positions at the University of Oxford and the European
University Institute, Florence. She also held visiting professorship positions at Sciences Po, Paris
and Ca' Foscari University of Venice, and was the 2022 MINDS Visiting Scholar at the NATO
Defense College (Rome).

Ieva Karpaviciute is an Associate Professor at General Jonas Zemaitis Military Academy of
Lithuania and at the Faculty of Political Science and Diplomacy, Vytautas Magnus University.
Her research is focused upon Regional Security Studies, Foreign Policy Analysis and Theories of
International Relations. She has carried out research and published on the following topics:
regional security, regional security orders, regional power dynamics, NATO, transnational security
threats, defence and deterrence, arms control, and Lithuania’s foreign and security policy.
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Michele Knodt is Professor of Political Science, Jean Monnet Chair (ad personam) and Director
of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence ‘EU in Global Dialogue’ (CEDI), Director of the Jean
Monnet Centre of Excellence ‘EU@School’, Chair of the COST Network ENTER (EU Foreign
Policy Facing New Realities), Co-leader of the Loewe-Excellence Centre ‘emergenCITY’, and
Co-leader of the DFG Research Training Group ‘Critical Infrastructures’, PI in the Kopernikus
Project ‘Ariadne — Evidence-Based Assessment for the Design of the German Energy System
Transformation’, and leader of smaller cooperative and interdisciplinary projects. She has
published widely on the EU, is especially interested in energy and climate governance and has
received research grants from the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF),
German Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy (BMW1), the German Research Council
(DFQG), the Volkswagen Foundation and the European Commission.

Ivars Lasis is Ambassador and current representative of Latvia at the Political and Security
Committee of the European Union. Mr Lasis has extensive experience in international relations
and diplomacy. During his career he has served in various postings at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Latvia and its diplomatic missions in Israel and Ireland. One of his key areas of expertise
is security policy. He has been a director of the Security Policy Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Mr Lasis has served two postings at the Latvian delegation to NATO. From 2016
until 2020 he was a Deputy Permanent Representative at the Latvian Delegation to NATO.

Tatjana Muravska is Professor at Riga Stradins University, Jean Monnet Professor and President
of Latvian ECSA. Currently she is Director of the Doctoral Program in Economics and
Management. She has been Director of the Centre for European and Transition Studies, University
of Latvia, and a Visiting Professor in European universities, as well as in Canada, India, and
Georgia. Dr. Murvaska has more than 30 years of practical experience in international projects,
including Jean Monnet and Marie Curie Centres of Excellence as an academic coordinator and
scientist in charge. She has more than 100 publications, and is an expert in the World Economic
Survey / IFO Institute for Economic Research, University of Munich; IMD International Institute
for Management Development, Lausanne; European Policies Research Center, Delft; Center for
European Territorial Policies and Research (Spatial Foresight, Luxembourg); and EC DGs
Research and Education

Jevone Nicholas is Counsellor, Embassy of Canada to Latvia. He has worked for Global Affairs
Canada and its predecessor agencies for more than fifteen years. He has worked in different parts
of the ministry, including development assistance and corporate business processes. His most
recent role in Ottawa was Chief of Staff to the Assistant Deputy Minister responsible for Europe.
Before coming to Latvia, Jevone was the Counsellor (Development) at the Embassy of Canada in
Kabul, Afghanistan. Jevone holds a Master of Business Administration degree from McGill
University and is single.
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Zane Petre has worked in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia, including as European
Correspondent in the Political Director's Bureau and as Head of International Operations and Crisis
Management Division and Representative in the Civilian Crisis Management Committee through
the Permanent Representation of Latvia to the EU, as well as Head of Chancery to Moldova. In
2012, she joined the European External Action Service (EEAS). She was Head of the Political,
Press and Information Section in the EU Delegation to Eritrea (2012-2016) and then Deputy Head
of Delegation and Head of the Political, Press and Information Section in the EU Delegation to
Nepal (2016-2020). In September 2020, she joined the Policy and Reform Coordination Team of
the Support Group to Ukraine in the Directorate-General for European Neighborhood Policy and
Enlargement Negotiations (NEAR). As of 16 April 2021, Ms Petre is Head of the European
Commission Representation in Latvia.

Clara Portela teaches Political Science at the Law School of the University of Valencia, having
previously served as a professor at Singapore Management University and as a research fellow
with the European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) in Paris. Her research focuses on
multilateral sanctions, EU foreign policy and arms control. She holds a PhD from the European
University Institute in Florence and an MA from the Free University of Berlin. She is the recipient
of the THESEUS Award for Promising Research on European Integration. Clara Portela has been
a Visiting Professor at the OSCE Academy in Bishkek, and has held visiting appointments with
the College of Europe, SciencesPo Grenoble, SciencesPo Lyon, SciencesPo Paris and the
University of Innsbruck. She has consulted for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Spain, the
European Commission, the Ministry of International Trade and Industry of Japan and civil society
organisations like Transparency International or Small Arms Survey. Currently she is Konrad
Adenauer Visiting Scholar for Transatlantic Relations, Centre for European Studies, Carleton
University, Canada

Luca Ratti is Associate Professor of History of International Relations at the University of Rome
3 and Adjunct Professor of International Relations at the American University of Rome. He has
been a visiting Professor in European Security at Carleton University. He is author of three
monographs, two edited volumes and several book chapters. His work has appeared in journals,
such as The International History Review, The Journal of Transatlantic Studies, Diplomacy &
Statecraft, The International Journal, and The Journal of Slavic Military Studies. He is currently
completing chapters for the Oxford Handbook on NATO and for the Cambridge History of the
European Union.
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Toms Rostoks is Associate Professor at the University of Latvia and Director of the Centre for
Security and Strategic Research at the Latvian National Defence Academy. His current research
interests are mainly related to Latvia's security and defence policy, Baltic security, extended
deterrence, and the deterrent effects of military tripwires. He is the author of many academic
publications including the edited volume Deterring Russia in Europe (Routledge 2018) and
articles in JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies, Journal of Baltic Studies, Journal on Baltic
Security, and Communist and Post-Communist Studies. Toms Rostoks has been a visiting
researcher at academic institutions in the U.S. and Germany

Dane Rowlands. Since receiving his Ph.D. in economics from the University of Toronto, Dane
Rowlands has been teaching at Carleton University in The Norman Paterson School of
International Affairs. He served as Associate Director of the School (2002-2012) and Director
(2012-2017), and as Co-Director of the Infrastructure Protection and International Security
program (2009-2020), and Director (2020-2022). He was the inaugural holder of the Paterson
Chair in International Affairs (2009-2012). His research interests include international economic
policy, international debt, multilateral financial institutions, official development assistance,
international migration, terrorism, conflict and development. He has published over 60 refereed
journal articles or book chapters, and teaches international public economics, quantitative
methods, international financial institutions and policy, and the economics of conflict.

Miranda Schreurs obtained her PhD from the University of Michigan and is Chair of Climate
and Environmental Policy at the Bavarian School of Public Policy, Technical University of
Munich. She investigates environmental movements, green politics, and climate policy making
both comparatively and internationally. She has lived and researched in Europe, the United States
and Asia. She also specializes on the politics surrounding the disposal of highly radioactive waste.
In 2011, Prof. Schreurs was appointed by Chancellor Angela Merkel as a member of the Ethics
Committee for a Secure Energy Supply. In 2016, she was appointed by the German Bundestag as
a member of a committee established to bring citizens’ voices and ensure greater transparency in
the search for a disposal site for highly radioactive waste. She was a member of the German
Council on the Environment (2008-2016) and is Vice Chair of the European Advisory Council on
Environment and Sustainable Development. She was a Fulbright Fellow to Japan and Germany
and spent three years studying at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard
University. She also worked as a professor of comparative politics at the University of Maryland.
From 2007 to 2016 she was Director of the Environmental Policy Research Center and Professor
of Comparative Policy at the Free University of Berlin.
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Viljar Veebel is a researcher at the Department of Political and Strategic Studies at the Baltic
Defence College and a lecturer at the Estonian School of Diplomacy. He works also as an
associated national researcher for the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR). He holds a
doctoral degree in political science (Ph.D.) from University of Tartu ("The Role and Impact of
Positive Conditionality in the EU Pre-Accession Policy"). He has worked as academic advisor of
the Estonian government in the European Future Convention and as researcher for the OSCE,
SIDA, the European Council on Foreign Relations, the Estonian Foreign Policy Institute, and the
Eurasia Group. His main research interests include European security and defense initiatives, use
of economic sanctions as foreign policy tool, EU-Russia relations, and related sanctions.

Crina Viju-Miljusevic is Associate Professor and Director of the Institute of European, Russian
and Eurasian Studies at Carleton University. She is also the Associate Director of the Centre for
European Studies at Carleton University and the coordinator of the Jean Monnet Project “EU
Learning for Young People in Canada” at Carleton University’s Center for European Studies. Her
research interests include the economic effects of different trade policies applied within the EU,
US and Canada, European economic integration, economies in transition and EU enlargement.
Crina’s current research focuses on the EU trade policy, Canada-EU Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CETA), comparative regionalism in Eurasia and on current issues in
European economics and politics. She has an extensive publication record, including edited or co-
edited volumes, and numerous journal articles, book chapters and conference presentations.
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