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Overview

• 1. Governing migration internationally: feeble 
steps towards multilateral, global policy 
coordination 

• 2. Political contestation: Challenges to state 
sovereignty and nationalist backlash 

• 3. Canada – EU: Opportunities for mutual policy 
learning and coordination







More than 25,000 migrants have reportedly died or 
disappeared globally since 2014 – more than half of 
them perished while attempting to cross the 
Mediterranean Sea (Data IOM)



Global Compact for 
Migration 

• The Global Compact for 
Migration is the first-ever UN 
global agreement on a 
common approach to 
international migration;

• It is a non-legally binding 
agreement promoting a 
cooperative approach to 
enhance the overall benefits 
of migration;

• Contentious issue of state 
sovereignty and border 
control.



National governments' position in the EU Justice and Home 
Affairs Council majority vote to relocate 120,000 refugees



Canada’s challenges and responses

• The Trudeau government 
promised to increase 
substantially Canada’s intake 
of refugees

• 2017 Trudeau tweet “to those 
fleeing persecution, terror & 
war ... #WelcomeToCanada.”

• Over 37,000 irregular asylum 
seekers have arrived since 
early 2017 in Canada since 
the US took steps to end 
temporary protected status of 
tens of thousands of migrants.



The Canada-US Safe Country Agreement in 
place since 2004



Canada – EU: Opportunities for mutual learning 
and policy coordination

• Policy learning: Canada’s migration and integration 
regime as an important blueprint for Europe’s 
evolving immigration policies;

• Innovative policy development: The EU’s approach 
to cross-border mobility and a common asylum 
policy: governing migration on a trans-national 
scale;

• International leadership: Canada and the EU could 
take a strategic leadership role in promoting policy 
coordination regionally and globally (for instance 
through the UN system).


