GEOG 4023 - Winter 2026 - Cartographies of War

GEOG 4023
Seminar in Special Topics on the City: Cartographies of War (Winter 2026)

Instructor: Jerzy (Jurek) Elzanowski (jerzy.elzanowski@carleton.ca)

Schedule: Tuesdays and Thursdays 14:35-15:55

Office Location and Hours: Dunton Tower 1203, by email appointment
Brightspace: hitps://brightspace.carleton.ca/d2l/home/365758 (currently inactive)
Course Website: https://carleton.ca/cartographies/courses/

Short Course Description

In this course, we’ll take a comparative look at historical and contemporary urban damage
cartography in the context of world crisis, focusing on human and otherthan-human loss and
displacement. We'll examine everything from the destruction of Pompeii and Lisbon, through
the London Blitz and the devastation of Warsaw, to current interactive damage mapping in
Ukraine, Palestine, Syria, and Sudan. Students will collectively develop an online atlas of war
damage, contributing to the work of the international “Cartographies of Loss” research

group.
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Prerequisites and Preclusions: GEOG 3023, fourth-year Honours standing in
Geography or Environmental Studies or BGInS Specialization in Globalization and
Environment or permission of the Department.

Learning Outcomes: By the end of this course, you should be able to: analyze damage
maps to better understand how people map urban disaster; evaluate the ethical implications
of mapping human and otherthan-human loss; use digital and Al-assisted tools in transparent
and conscientious ways to organize and visualize research material; communicate the results
of your research through an online, publicfacing atlas.

Texts and Course Materials: |'ll be posting course materials throughout the term on
Brightspace or in the form of ARES, Google Drive, YouTube, Dropbox, and other internet
links at least two weeks in advance. This includes course readings, videos, assignment
descriptions, schedules and updates. This is a seminar, so lecture slides won’t be posted
online. I'll activate the Brightspace page and post the final outline by December 31, 2025.

Cost of Educational Materials: | sirongly encourage you to print all course readings and
organize them in a binder to form a course journal that you bring to class each week. The
cost should not exceed $80, and will likely be much less. Please look into the CUSA free
printing service for undergraduates (https://www.cusaonline.ca/freeprinting/). Part of your
participation grade will be based on your consistent use of course materials and notes to
back up statements made in class. I'll be grading your annotated course binder/journal at the
end of term. Students with accommodations, and those who truly feel that they learn better in
digital space, are welcome to produce a digital journal. Please let me know which option you
intend to pick by the second week of term.

Course Schedule

Classes held on Tuesdays and Thursdays 14:35-15:55 unless otherwise noted in Brightspace.
This DRAFT schedule may change. Reading lists will be included in the full outline posted on
Brightspace by 31/12/25.

Week 1
06/01/26 - Introduction to the course outline
08/01/26 - War damage maps today: Ukraine, Palestine, Syria, Sudan (workshop)

Week 2
13/01/26 - Discussion of the War Damage Atlas assignment
15/01/26 - Overview of course literature and reading strategies

Week 3:
20/01/26 - War damage vs. disaster
22/01/26 - Destruction of Pompeii (79AD) and Lisbon (1755) as paradigms of urban disaster

Assignment: War damage atlas proposal (10%) due before midnight 23/01/26 (flexible
deadline, see table below)
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Week 4
27/01/26 - Aerial bombardment, disaster preparedness, and the two World Wars
29/01/26 - From the Great Fire of London (1666) to the London Blitz (1940-1941)

Week 5
03/02/26 - German war damage cartography under National Socialism.
05/02/26 - Visit to the Carleton Archives and Special Collections (Gutschow Collection)

Week 6
10/02/26 - Architectural violence and the destruction of Warsaw (1939-1943-1944)
12/02/26 - Mapping “total destruction” in Warsaw (Capital Reconstruction Office)

Week 7 - Winter Break
17/02/26 - No class
19/02/26 - No class

Week 8
24/02/26 - Warsaw Accuses: Photography and exhibition in the aftermath of urban genocide
26/02/26 - Warsaw, Disneyland, and Al

Assignment: Midterm progress report (20%) due before midnight 27/02/26 (moderate
deadline, see table below)

Week 9

03/03/26 - Discussion of midterm progress reports
05/03/26 - American bombardment of Japanese cities

Week 10
10/03/26 - Paper City film (the destruction of Tokyo)
12/03/26 - Discussion of Paper City film

Week 11
17/03/26 - Trees who remember (Japan/Vietnam/Syria)
19/03/26 - Chernobyl and the concept of “material witness”

Week 12
24/03/26 - Evidentiary/forensic analysis of urban conflict
26/03/26 - Discussion of final assignment progress

Assignment: Complete war damage atlas submission (30%) due before midnight 27/03/26
(moderate deadline, see table below)

Week 13
31/03/26 - Draft complete submission feedback workshop
02/04/26 - Discussion of preparation/coordination for final atlas upload

Week 14
07/04/26 - Course wrap-up

Assignment: Reading binder/journal (5%) due at the end of class 07/04/26 (strict deadline,
see table below)
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Course Evaluation

Assignment Component Deadlines/Dates  Grade Percentage Notes
War Damage Proposal 23/01/26 (F) 10% Substantial
Atlas progress to be
made between
submissions
Midterm report 27/02/26 (M) 15%
Complete draft 08/04/26 (M) 30%
submission
Final edit and website | 23/08/26 (S) 15% + 2-5% extra Scheduled as take-
upload credit for leadership | home exam
roles
Class Attendance and All term 5% No penalties for up
participation punctuality to 3 absences;
additional illness
absences excused if
communicated in
advance
Reuding-based A" term 15% QUOI"}’ OF
contributions to class Fontributions is as
and group discussions important as
and workshops, frequency. Please
including micro- situate contributions
prompts and weekly in os:signed
questions readings.
Reading binder/ 07/04/26 (F) 10%

journal

Assignments and Policies
Unless otherwise specified, please submit all assignments in Brightspace before midnight on
the due date. Since this is a fourth-year seminar, | try to build in some flexibility around
deadlines. The deadlines listed above fall into three categories: Strict (S), Moderate (M), and

Flexible (F).

. Strict deadlines can’t be missed. Late work won’t be accepted unless there’s a serious
reason, such as illness or an approved accommodation.
. Moderate deadlines come with a 48-hour grace period. After that, I'll deduct 5% per

day.

. Flexible deadlines can be negotiated with me, but the work must still be submitted
within 7 days of the original date. No further extensions are possible.

Please aim to submit on time and use the grace periods only when you really need them. To
use either the 48-hour or 7-day grace period, you must email me at least two days in

advance to request an extension and receive permission.
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War Damage Atlas (70%-cumulative): You'll collectively produce an online, public-
facing resource that documents and analyzes historical and contemporary war damage
maps. You'll contribute to this work in one of two ways: by producing an individual, research-
based wiki-style atlas entry focused on a specific map, city, conflict, organization,
methodology, or technology; or by participating in the collaborative development of the atlas
itself, including work on the vision, platform selection, template design, permissions,
coordination with other students and research partners, and final editorial tasks. Deadlines
and submission components will be similar for both groups, but content will differ. Each
component builds on the previous one towards the final product. We'll discuss the assignment
options in detail.

Class Participation (30%-cumulative): Participating in class means: a) coming to class
regularly and on time; b) being prepared to discuss readings in a thoughtful and informed
way; c) actively participating in workshops and activities; c) regularly preparing questions
and responding to in-class micro-prompts; d) keeping a reading journal. You’ll keep a reading
binder/journal throughout the term, either in print or (by arrangement) in digital form. I'll
discuss details of all participation components in class.

Extra Credit (2-5%): Students who take a leadership role in designing and implementing
the atlas can apply for extra credit by writing a short, one or two paragraph justification at
the end of term. Please contact me for details on how to work towards this credit. Extra credit
is entirely discretionary and not subject to grade appeal.

Cellphones and Laptops: All cellphones must be silenced and put away before class,
unless needed as an assistive tool. | also encourage students to put away laptops and tablets,
and focus on on printed texts, handwritten notes, and full participation. As someone with a
cognitive disability, | understand that laptops and phones are essential tools for some
learners. If you need or want to use your laptop or cellphone in class, please let me know at
the start of term. Naturally we'll be pulling out laptops for certain class exercises and
workshops, and I'll sometimes be using one to present my screen or run a workshop.

Formatting requirements: We are preparing a public facing, online atlas, so proper
formatting for use in atlas software will be key. All formatting requirements are part of the
detailed assignment descriptions to be posted on Brightspace.

Citations: All citations need to be formatted in Chicago Style, 17th ed. The manual is
available electronically through the Carleton library webpage: hitps://www-
chicagomanualofstyle-org.proxy.library.carleton.ca/book/ed 17 /frontmatter/toc.html

Generative Al Policy and Disclosure: We'll be learning about—and using—generative Al
creatively in this course. A detailed Al-use policy will be posted on Brightspace. All Al use
must be documented. | include my statement on Al use as an example: | used ChatGPT 5.1
and 5.2 (Plus licence) as an assistive tool to integrate information (such as aligning the
course schedule, academic calendar, and assignment deadlines) and to shorten or clarify
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policies | had already written. Apart from the idea of micro-prompts, | didn’t use Al to
generate any original course content. I'm happy to share relevant ChatGPT conversations.

Course Communications: Please email me using your Carleton accounts only. I'll do my
best to respond to your emails within 48 hours and ask that you follow the same rule when
responding to my queries. | won’t be responding to messages on the weekends or in the
evenings. Emails received on Friday will likely be answered the following Monday afternoon.

Copyright, Intellectual Property, and Recordings: All course materials—lectures,
discussions, slides, assignments, exams, and anything else shared in this class—are copyright
protected and belong to their creator. You may use these materials for your own learning, but
you may not copy, post, record, or distribute them in any form without written permission
from the copyright holder. Audio or video recording of classes is not permitted unless I've
approved it in advance. Posting, sharing, or selling course materials without permission
violates Carleton’s Academic Integrity Policy and may also carry legal consequences.

Grade Appeals and Previous Work: For grades appeals processes, please see
Carleton’s Academic Integrity Policy as well as the registrar’s website. You may not re-use
previous work without written permission from the instructor.

The following texts are excerpts from Carleton’s academic integrity,
accommodations, and equity policies.

Academic Integrity: The University Academic Integrity Policy defines plagiarism as
“presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as
one’s own.” This includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published
or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without
proper citation or reference to the original source. Examples of sources from which the ideas,
expressions of ideas or works of others may be drawn from include but are not limited to:
books, articles, papers, literary compositions and phrases, performance compositions,
chemical compounds, artworks, laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the
results of calculations, diagrams, constructions, computer reports, computer code/software,
material on the internet and/or conversations.

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to:

* any submission prepared in whole or in part, by someone else, including the
unauthorized use of generative Al tools (e.g., ChatGPT);

* using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, formulae,
scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any
academic assignment;

* using another’s data or research findings without appropriate acknowledgement;

* submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, with or
without modifications, as one’s own; and
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* failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s
work and/or failing to use quotation marks.

Plagiarism is a serious offence that cannot be resolved directly by the course’s instructor.
The Associate Dean of the Faculty follows a rigorous process for academic integrity and
allegations, including reviewing documents and interviewing the student, when an instructor
suspects a violation has been committed. Penalties for violations may include a final grade of
“F” for the course.

Final Grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Requests for Academic Accommodations: Carleton is committed to providing academic
accessibility for all individuals. You may need special arrangements to meet your academic
obligations during the term. The accommodation request processes, including information
about the Academic Consideration Policy for Students in Medical and Other Extenuating
Circumstances, are outlined on the Academic Accommodations website (http://
students.carleton.ca/course-outline).

Scheduling and Examination Support: Scheduling and Examination Services provides various
supports for both interm and end-of-term tests and exams. Details can be found on the Exam
Support website.

Statement on Student Mental Health: As a University student you may experience a range of
mental health challenges that significantly impact your academic success and overall well-
being. If you need help, please speak to someone. There are numerous resources available
both on- and off-campus to support you. For more information please visit Carleton
University’s Mental Health and Wellness web pages.

Emergency Resources (on and off campus)
hitps://carleton.ca/health/emergencies-and-crisis/emergency-numbers/
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